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PREFACE 



So fashionable has it become to write a preface, 
that, like an epitaph, it now records of its subject, 
not what it is, but what it ought to be. The mania 
for book-making has recently assumed an epidemic 
character, and, like the late pestilence, unaffected 
by all changes of weather, save that a murky 
evening generally aggravates its symptoms, it 
makes its attacks from quarters the least expected, 
and emanating from beneath the dim light of some 
old rusty lamp, sheds abroad its sleepy, yawning 
influence. A book and preface are now consi- 
dered indissoluble ; so much so, that to see a book 
without a preface would be as rare as to see a 
preface without a book. Yet some men have 
been so lost to all fashion, as to send forth the 
treasures of genius without this expected formal- 
ity ; but as I do not aspire to that elevated niche 
in the temple of Fame, which such men have been 
allowed to occupy by universal consent, I must 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



</ 



IT PREFACE. 

permit my better feelings to predominate, and 
clothe my first-born babe in all suitable garments, 
before I turn her loose upon a heartless world. 
Were I to set her adrift without this necessary 
appendage, my heart would smite me ; and I 
should never meet a poor beggar, thinly clad, 
breasting the storms of winter, but that with sor- 
row I should think of the destitute condition of my 
pretty bantling. 

Having thus resolved upon a preface, I will 
write as long as my humour prompts, or until the 
fit imder which I am now labouring wears off. 

It is perfectly ridiculous, in my opinion, for a 
man to write a book, which he believes calculated 
to interest, instruct, amuse, or, in the phrase of the 
trade, to take^ and then sit down and write an 
elaborate apology for doing so : nor is it less ab- 
surd to ask favour from the hands of would-be- 
critics — self-constituted judges of modem days — 
whose mere dictum creates a literary vassalage 
— beneath whose blighting influence, the finest 
specimens of genius, when linked with poverty, 
wither and die — and whose sole duty it is to blazon 
forth the fame of some one, whom public opinion 
has placed above them ; or, to puff into notice 
another, wbo has money — not mind — enough to 
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carry him along. But, as regardless. of this class 
of gentry as I am careful of my own comfort and 
convenience, I have really laboured under the 
impression, that, in writing for my own amuse- 
ment, I had a right to select my topics and con- 
sequently I have been grave or merry, as my 
humour prompted. 

At this time, when, in every ephemeral tale, a 
red hunter must be treacherous, brutal, savage, 
and accompanied with the tomahawk and scalping 
knife, I ^ould perhaps ofier some apology for 
speaking of them in a different light, in my intro- 
duction ; but my apology is — ^it was my pleasure 
to do so. 

Gentle reader, I can promise you, in no part 
of this volume, the wild rhodomontades of ^ Bush- 
field f nor can I regale you with the still more deli- 
cate repast of a constant repetition of the terms 
^bo<fy€udaush/f^ *^teMac%oits1y^ ^ olfiisticated^^ &c» 
Though r have had much intercourse with the 
West, I have never met with a man who used 
such terms unless they were alluded to, as merely 
occupying a space in some printed work. They 
have, however, thus been made to enter, as a com- 
ponent part, into the character of every back- 
woodsman; and, perhaps, I hazard something in 

A2 
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leaving the common path ; but my duty commands 
it — and though the following memoir may wear 
an air of levity, it. is, nevertheless, strictly true. 

In describing backwoodsmen, it has become 
customary to clothe their most common ideas in 
high-sounding, unintelligible coinage — ^while my 
observation induces me to believe that their most 
striking feature is the fact, that they clothe the 
most extravagant ideas in the simplest language, 
and amuse us by their quaintness of expression, and 
originality of comparison. With these remarks I 
submit to you the Sketches and Eccentricities 
OP Colonel David Crockett. 

I know there are those, who dwell in the splen- 
did mansions of the east, and whose good fortune, 
enables them to tread a Turkey carpet, or loll 
upon a sofa, to whom a faithful representation of 
the manners and customs of the "far off West,'* 
will afford a rich repast ; and there is another class 
for whom this volume will possess many charms, 
when I remark that it entertains for the " bltie devils^ 
the most deep and deadly enmity. And, still far- 
ther, the learned, though they may see little to 
admire in the composition of this work, may yet 
find amusement in the peculiar eccentricities of an 
original mind : and the grave philosopher, also, is 
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here presented vnih a jsubject of deep and lasting 
meditation. 

Finally, most gentle reader, I hereby guaranty, 
that there shall not be found, in the volume before 
you, a single sentence, or a single word, calcu* 
. ated to crimson the cheek of innocence, m give 
a license to vice. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In giving to the public the biography of a cele* 
brated backwoodsman, a brief sketch of the coun- 
try in which he resides will not be deemed irrele- 
vant I am aware that much has been written 
upon this subject ; but it is a theme so fruitful in 
variety, that I hope, if I shall not be able to in- 
struct, I shall at least entertain. The term ^ far 
off West'* seems, from general usage, to apply only 
to that section of our country which lies between 
the Alleghany and Rocky mountains. In compa- 
rison with this vast region, other portions of the 
globe, which have delighted the world with the 
finest specimens of history, of poetry, of sculpture, 
and of paintings dwindle into insignificance with 
regard to magnitude. Here Fancy, in her playful 
flights, may call into being empires which have no 
existence ; and though perhaps sober reason would 
now chide her fairy creations, yet the time will 
come, when they will only be looked upon with 
the conviction of truth. 

Oft, while seated upon the margin of the Missis- 
sippi river — ^the greatest curiosity on our globe — 
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have I indulged in thoughty until my brain reeled 
with the multitude of images which crowded upon 
it. When I reflected on the vast region comprised 
in the phrase "far 09" West" — ^when I recollected 
that all the water which fell and accumulated be- 
tween the Alleghany on the east, and the Rocky 
mountains on the west, (a section of country thou- 
sands of miles in extent,) sought, by the same 
outlet, its passage to the ocean — and when I be- 
held at my feet, that passage, in a narrow muddy 
stream, winding smoothly along, I was struck with 
astonishment. I thought it ought to boil, and dash, 
and foam, and fret its way, in hurried search of 
the ocean. Although the Mississippi receives 
tributaries which are navigable for several thou- 
sand miles, yet its size is not at all apparently 
increased. Irregular, though smooth, it forces its 
circuitous way along — ^yet restless, and ever chang- 
ing its bed, as if to relieve itself from the accumu- 
lating* weight of waters. Frequently does it nar- 
row itself to within less than a quarter of a mile. 
Then how incalculable must be its depth ! There 
are some portions of it very shallow ; but there 
are others, where no bottom has ever yet been 
found ; and could its waters be drained off, there 
would be left chasms into which the boldest would 
never dare look ; and in whose depths myriads of 
animals would crawl and flutter, which have never 
yet known the light of day I 

The " far off West" spreads before us every 
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variety of cliinate--€very species of soil. Qae 
would be more disposed to look upon it as a crea* 
tion of fancyjAAi as possessing an actual exist- 
ence. Here^oam and play theiir sportive tricks, 
over verdant fields, innumerable animals, whose 
feet are crimsoned with fruit, which the godff 
themselves would eat. Here, roving over our 
prairies, the weary hunter may repose on beds of 
flowers which give the blush to all the enchant- 
ment of city gardens. Here, while I am now 
writing, apart from the busy hum of men, how the 
events of a few years rise up before me ! The 
Past and Present both present themselves, and 
seek to gain my preference. The Past tells me 
that here, but a few years since, nature slept in 
primeval loveliness : her forests had never echoed 
to the sound of an axe ; her rivers had never been 
disturbed by the noise of a steamboat ; there was 
nothing to break in upon the stillness of evening, 
save the loud whoop of her children, the long 
howl of some hungry wolf, the wild scream of a 
famished panther, or the plaintive notes of some 
gentle turtle, weeping for one that's far away. 
" Yes," cried she, " here roamed my red men of 
the forest, free as the breezes which fanned their 
raven locks* Here, no bickerings disturbed their 
social intercourse — ^no right of property shed its 
baleful influence over their wild society — ^no white 
man was here to practise them in all the wiles of 
deception: — No— there was none. Heremyyoun^ 
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<iaiighter8i of the forest huve led 00 the umzy danoe 
<-«heiei have luxuriiUed in all the delight&d enio* 
tioDs of inoocent love. Hrroj nrlMyntiinn war* 
rior may have wooed hb dosky l;)Vi^ My heart 
grows sick whea I think of all that was lovely 
which has left me." 

^' But»" <!^ries the Present, ^ the scene that I could 
sketch is still more beautiful. Though no k»ig 
bowl of the wolf now announces evening; though 
no &mished panther wakes you at midnight — ^yet 
the repose of nature is now broken by music far 
more delightful. The noise of children just burst* 
logout from school-— the cheerful songof themilk- 
maid, as she performs her evening duties — or the 
loud crack of some driver, as he forces his weary 
oxen to their stalls, now tells us of the close of day. 
Qncfe» only a canoe danced lightly over your wa- 
ters: now, floating palaces adorn them, which 
realize all the gorgeous tales of eastern fancy, and 
with all their beauty Wend the power of the magic 
carpet'— 

* Walk your water* Uk# things of life. 
And seem to dare the elements to strife*' " 

The West presents much variety. Some of 
our cities, in beauty and in all the fascinations of a 
polished society, vie with those of the East; while 
there are many portions where the wildness of 
nature and the fii|t rudiments of society are strug- 
gling for the ascendency ; and there are still many 
more, where nature yet reposes in her loveliest 
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form. The whole country spreads before ut a 
field for speculation, only bounded by the limits of 
the human mi|^ 

Every spot shows that it was once the abode 
of human beings, who are now lounging idly about 
in the vale of eternity — ^not so small as the de« 
generate race of modem days, but majestic in 
size, and capable, accordiiig to scripture command, 
of managii2g the various species of the mammoth 
tribe — even those that were ligniveroutf* whose 
ravenous appetite has clearly accounted for the 
want of timber on our great western prairies, and 
whose saliva, according to the MS. of a celebrated 
travelling antiquarian and great linguist, (which 
subsequent annotators seem to have overlooked) 
was of so subtle yet deadly a nature, that when 
api^ied to a tree, it immediately diffused itself 
throughout its roots, and killed, for all future ages, 
the power to germinate. 

We must ever regret that the same ingenious 
traveller did not inform us of their mode of eating 
this timber ; as henceforward it must be a matter 
of doubt. Was it corded up Uke steamboat wood, 
and in that manner devoured ? Or did this ani* 
mal, after the manner of the anaconda, render its 
food slippery by means of saliva, and swallow it 
whole ? If this latter be the case, I am struck 

* An Essay of much ingenuity and fancy, published in the 
West, accounts for the present existence of the prairies, by 
supposing the timber to have been all devoured by an animal 
of the mammoth tribe ! 
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with the analogy which this animal bears to the 
subject of my biography — ^for as my hera is the 
only person who could ever slip dJtkm a honey- 
locust without a scratch, so I presume that this is 
the only animal which has ever swallowed a tree 
of the same species, and received no inconve- 
nience from its thorns. But believing, as I do 
implicitly, that man was placed at the head of 
affairs in this lower world, I have no doubt that 
the time has been, when men were so much larger 
than they now are, that a mammoth was swung 
up and butchered with the same ease that we 
would now butcher a sheep; and it requires no 
great stretch of imagination to conceive a gentle- 
man of that day, after the manner of the French 
epicure in America, (who, having despatched a 
pig, asked the waiter if there were no more leetle 
hogs,) crying out ^^wataire! have you no more 
leetle mammoths ?" 

The multitude of tumuli, or Indian mounds, 
which every where present themselves, alone 
form a subject for deep meditation. The idea that 
they were used solely for bCirying places seems 
to me absurd, and were it now proper, I could 
adduce many arguments to the contrary. These 
tumuli, however, are found in all situations, of 
various heights, and different sizes; sometimes 
insulated, at others linked together for an indefi- 
nite distance. In Arkansas and Missouri, you 
frequently meet with chains of these mounds: 
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east of the Mississippi, they arc generally insulated, 
and now remain but as a memento of what once 
was. Sometimes they are surrounded by a ditch, 
now almost effaced from the decay of vegetable 
matter, which gives them the appearance of works 
thrown up for defence. But, for what they were 
intended — when they were built — what was their 
height-r-are all questions which cannot be an- 
swered. Tradition has never dared affix a date 
to any of them ; nor can any Indian tribe now in 
existence give any clew which will enable us to 
solve the mystery. Large trees growing on their 
tops have been felled, and their ages counted ; and 
though some of them would reckon years enough 
to be looked upon as the patriarchs of the forest, 
yet that gives no direct clew— for, how long the 
mounds were in existence before the trees grew 
up, we cannot tell. 

In many places bones of the Aborigines yet 
whiten the soil : sometimes you meet with them 
so deposited as to leave little doubt that the last 
honours of war were once performed over them. 
How often, while travelling alone through our 
western forest, have I turned my horse loose to 
graze, and lolling upon one of those mounds in- 
dulged in meditation. Fancying it a depository 
for the dead, I have called before me all its inmates ; 
and they rose up of every grade from hoary age 
to infancy. There stood the chief of his tribe, 
with wisdom painted in his furrowed cheeks ; near 
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him a warrior, in all the bloom of youth. There 
stood one, who, with all the bumiiig fervour of 
eloquence, had incited his tribe to warlike deeds; 
near him a blushing daughter of the forest, cut off 
while her beauties were just opening into day. 
And, to extend the picture, and view the wide 
expanse of the mighty West, methinks there rose 
up before me warriors of the forest, whose fame 
was once as fair as is now that of Hamiibal or 
Caesar, Napoleon or Wellington. Yes, methinks, 
they each had a Cannae or a Fharsalia, an Auster- 
litz or a Waterloo.* Yes, how often here, have I 
wandered over fields which, perhaps, were once 
hallowed by the sacred blood of freedom, or which 
have been consecrated by deeds of high and lofty 
daring. Could the " far off West" give up its his- 
tory, the chivalry of darker ages would have no 
votaries. But even the last remnant of this once 
great people is fast disappearing from the country. 
A few years more and not one will remain to tell 
what they once were. Thousands of them are at 
this time marching far " over the border." To 
see such a multitude of all ages, forced from a 
country which they have been taught to love as 
their " own native land" — ^to hear their wild lamen- 
tations at leaving the bones of all who were dear 
to them, to wander over a region which has for 

* Those who take an interest in the history of the Indian 
warriors and other great men, will find Thatcher's " Indian 
Biography" and ** Indian Traits,*» worthy of perusal. 
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them no tender recoUeotioos, touches ail the fineit 
chords of the human heart. Feelings of sympathy 
will ever kindle at the recollecticxi of the fate of 
the Indians, whose history, at some future day, 
may be read in the following brief epitaph : 

«* Alas ! poor Yorick !" 

Throughout the west innumerable prairies 
abound,' (covered with every flower which can 
delight the senses,) either rolling like the gentle 
heavings of the ocean, or level as the surfece of 
an unruffled lake. These form another subject 
of fruitful meditation; at least with those (if any 
should be found) who doubt the existence of the 
Tree-eater. What has caused them ? Why do 
you meet with them of all sizes, (the richest land 
we have,) without a shrub, surrounded by dense 
forests? Why, as soon as the whites begin to 
graze them, do they spring up in a thick under- 
growth, when if they do not graze them, they 
retain their former appearance ? Have they not 
been cultivated? Were they not plantations? 
And were not the inhabitants who once resided 
here, entirely destroyed by the Indian tribes who 
took possession ? Is not their present appearance 
owing to the fact that the Indians have burned 
them regularly since they were cultivated, in 
order to preserve them as pastures for their game ? 
I am aware that some of the prairies, from their 
great size, would seem at once to put an end to 

B2 
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these speculations. But, on the other hand, there 
are many proofs of the great antiquity of our coun- 
try, and many convincing arguments that its former 
proprietors were miich farther advanced in civili- 
zation than the present natives. In support of 
this position I will simply refer to a circumstance 
generally known, that in digging a well near Cin- 
cinnati, two stumps were found some sixty or 
seventy feet below the surface, which had been 
cut off by an axe, and upon one of which the re- 
mains of an axe were found. Further, to prove 
that its former proprietors were somewhat en- 
lightened, I would remark that in digging a salt 
well at one of the licks near Shawneetown, Illi- 
nois, an octangular post was discovered some 
twenty feet below the surface, bored through pre- 
cisely similar to that now used for a pump. Also, 
in the same state, a large rectangular smooth 
stone was found, covered with regular hierogly- 
phical characters. Coins, brick, and forts^ the 
results of a certain degree of civilization, have 
been every where found. 

That there were many prairies once in cultiva- 
tion, many ingenious arguments may be brought 
to prove. These views are given, merely with a 
hope that they may induce an examination into 
this subject. I have already entered farther into 
speculation than the nature of this work demands, 
and shall be gratified if my suggestions call into 
action talents more suited to the task. 
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The country which I have but slightly sketched, 
in its wildest state was the home of Boone, the 
great pioneer of the west, who now lives in sculp- 
ture in the rotunda of your capitol. In a frontier, 
and consequently less attractive state, it is now 
the home of David Crockett, whose humours 
have been spoken of in every portion of ottr coun- 
try, and about whom there is less known than of 
any other individual who ever obtained so much 
notoriety. I intend no regular comparison between 
these two personages, for each will live while the 
" far off West" has a votary ; but I must run a 
parallel only for an instant. Each lived under 
the same circumstances : the one waged an eter- 
nal war with the Indians, and hunted game for 
recreation : the other waged an eternal war with 
the beasts of die forest, and served his country 
when his aid was wanted. Each could send the 
whizzing ball almost where he wished it Mr. 
Knapp, in a beaiUifiil sketch which he has given the 
world of Bo<me, mentions that frequently, to try 
his skill, '' he shot with a single ball the humming 
bird, as he sucked the opening flower, and spread 
his tiny wings and presented his exquisite colours 
to the sun ; and brought down the soaring eagle 
as he poised in majesty over his head, disdaining 
the power of this nether world." I cannot say 
that Col. Crockett has ever performed either of ttua 
above feats, but often have I seen him seated on 
the margin of a river, shooting with a single ball 
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its scaly inmates, when only for an instant in wan- 
ton sport they glittered in the ^n: the rifle 
cracked, and ever was there some little monster 
strug^ing on the top. The task of WUliam Tell 
would give no pain ; for in idle sport does he 
sometimes shoot a dollar from between the finger 
and thumb of a brother, or plant his balls between 
his fingers as pleasure suits. In point of mind. 
Col. Crockett is decidedly Boone's superior,. I do 
not found this remark on the authority of the com- 
toon sketches of the day, which are little better 
than mere vagaries of the imagination, but gather 
my infonnation finom a gentleman vrtio now knows 
CoL Crockett, and who,,with Boone for a compan* 
ion, has often hunted the buffitlo on the {dains of 
Kentucky. 

The country which it falls to my lot most par* 
ticularly to describe, is the western district of 
Tennessee ; and of that, to me, the most interest- 
ing spot, was Col. Crockett's residence. There, 
far retired from the bustle of the world, he liyes, 
and chews, for amusement, the cud of his political 
life. He has settled himself over the grave of an 
earthquake, which often reminds him of the cir- 
cumstance by moving itself as if tired of confine- 
ment The wild face of the country — the wide 
chasms — ^the new formed lakes, together with its 
great loneliness, render it interesting in the ex- 
treme to the traveller. But above all, the sim{di- 
city and great hospitality of its thinly scattered 
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inhabitants, make one turn to it with pleasure who 
nas ever visited it. The many stories in circula- 
tion of deadly struggles with wild animals, and 
the great distance sometimes found between set- 
tlements, create in this country much interest for 
the traveller; but for a more particular history 
of these things I refer you, gentle reader, to the 
following pages. 
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SKETCHES AND BCCBNTRICITIB8 

or 

COLONEL DAVID CROCKETT. 



CHAPTER I 

Datid Gi^ockett, the subject of the following 
sketch, was bom in Greene county, East Ten- 
nessee, of poor and respectable parentage. He 
was the ninth child. The extreme indigence of his 
father rendered him unable to educate his children, 
and at a very early age David was put to work. 
No one, at this early age, could have foretold that 
he was ever to ride upon a streak of lightning, 
receive a commission to quiet the fears of the 
world, by wringing off the tail of a comet, or per- 
form several other wonderful acts, for which he 
has received due credit, and which will serve to 
give him a reputation as lasting as that of the hero 
of Orleans. But he was always a quirky boy, and 
many and sage were the prophecies made of his 
future greatness. Every species of fortune-telling 
was exhausted to find out in what particular de- 
partment he was to figure ; but this was for ever 
shrouded in mystery. No seer could say more 
than that David was to be great In the slang of 
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the backwoods, one swore that he would never be 
^^one-eyecT — ^that is dishonest; another, that he 
would never be "a case" — ^that is flat, without a 
dollar. But let us pursue an even narrative of 
his life, and see how far these various prophecies 
proved to be correct. 

While David was yet young, his father moved 
from Greene to Sullivan eounty, and settled upon 
a public road for the purpose of keeping a tavern. 
David's duty here was to wait about the house 
and stable, and the labour devolving on him was 
already too great for a boy of his years. Spending 
his time in this way, he remained at home until 
he reached his twelfth year, when he became ac- 
quainted with a Dutchman who resided about four 
hundred miles distant, and who was in the habit 
of regularly driving cattle to the western part of 
Virginia. To this man was David hired by his 
fatherland at the early age of twelve years, en- 
tirely uneducated, he bade adieu to home, and, in 
the backwoods phrase, began to knock about. But 
a few days elapsed after the contract was made, 
before the old Dutchman, having bought up his 
cattle, was ready for the journey. After an agreea- 
ble though laborious trip they arrived at their 
place of destination. David was treated with 
much kindness; and many efibrts were made to 
wean him from a too great fondness for his pa- 
rents. His activity and general acquaintance with 
business, for a boy of his years, made him a valua- 



i 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COLONEL DAVID CROCKETT* £5 

ble assistant to the old Dutchman, who wns 
anxious to retain him. But the menial oiRfxs 
which it soon fell to his lot to discharge, rendered 
him unhappy and dissatisfied; and after remaining' 
five or six months, he asked permission to retom 
home, which was denied him. He immediately 
formed a resolution to do so at all hazards. 

While playing in the road on Sunday evenii^ 
after his resolution was formed, he met with an 
opportunity of carrying it into effect. Many 
wagons passed, and with them he recognised a 
wagoner whom he had frequently seen, and who 
was then on a journey to his father's. David soon^ 
told him of his situation, and his desire to get home, 
and received from his new friend a promise of 
protection, provided he would go along vrith him. 
This David readily agreed to ; and not being able 
to leave at that time, he found out where the 
wagons would encamp that night, and promised, 
after getting his clothes, to overtake them. 

He then returned to the house, succeeded ia^ 
bundling up his little all, and having conveyed it 
to the stable unsuspected, went about his regular 
buEoness. Ajt supper he was even treated with 
more than usual kindness, which caused him to 
regret the step he was about to take ; but his re-- 
sohitHMi was fixed. David with the rest <£ the 
&mily iietired to bed as usual. He soon fell iaU> 
a light aleej^ firom whidi he awoke about twt> 
o'clock, arose, >dre89&d, and gefltly opening tiie^ 
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door, left the house. After getting out, he found 
it extremely cold and snowing, with several 
inches of snow already upon the ground. His re- 
^solution for a moment faltered ; but he resolved to 
^o on. Groping his way to the stable, he obtained 
his bundle, and soon was in the public road on his 
way to the camp of the wagoners. The place ap- 
pointed for their meeting was distant about seven 
jBiles. The snow was now falling fast, and driv- 
ing in his face ; the excessive darkness of the night 
^much impeded his progress, and he was only ena- 
•bled to get along by avoiding the woods on either 
side, and pursuing, by feeling with his feet, the 
^mootli track of the road before him. The desire 
of reaching home, or rather the fear of being over- 
taken by his master, produced the excitement 
which alone enabled him to accomplish his purpose. 
The shades of night were giving place to the 
dark gray light of morning when David came in 
sight of the wagons. His friend was already stir- 
ring, and believed rather that an apparition had 
presented itself than that his young acquaintance 
was before him. However^ he received him with 
nmuch kindness, and paid him that attention which 
his situation deserved — ^making him drink whiskey 
freely, and by degrees thawing his frozen limbs. 
He also quieted his fears about being overtaken 
fcy his master, promised him protection, and con- 
Tinced him from the fact that the snow was still 
falling, that no trace could be left of his escape, 
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the prints of his feet being iilled up dmost as fast 
as created. This adventure was quite an under- 
taking for a boy so young ; and one would be 
disposed to look upon it merely as a premonitory 
symptom of similar adventures in after life. He 
soon became a favourite with the wagoners, spent 
his time pleasantly, and arrived in safety at his 
Other's, whom he satisfied for having left his first 
master. 

Here for a year or two he remained, perform- 
ing the drudgery in and about his father's premises 
— a situation ill calculated to improve his mind or 
inspire correct morals. His ideas seem to have 
run far ahead of his years, and he appeared as 
if out of the sphere for which he was intended. 
With an ardent desire to be sent to school, he was 
admonished by his father's poverty that it was 
entirely impracticable. So, becoming dissatisfied 
with the tedious monotony of his life, he neglected 
his business, and his father resolved again to hire 
him out, and accordingly did so to a cattk mer- 
chant, who was about to set out for western 
Virginia. 

During this trip he suffered much, was very 
badly treated, and having arrived at the end of 
his journey was dismissed, though several hun- 
dred miles from home, by his employer, who gave 
him only the sum of three dollars to pay ex- 
.penses. David insisted it was not enough; but he 
could get no more ; and meeting with a young 
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•eqiuuBtaQoe who had beea ei^iaged ki tfe ; 
emf^oymeBt, with one bone betweea them tbejr 
set out upcm their return. This trip senred to 
eonyiooe him that cattle driving was not ezactlj 
**tke thing r and if lib earlier associations could 
have had any influenoe upon his after life, he 
would certainly either have become a gnuaer, or 
have laboured for ever imder an insaperable an- 
tipathy for beef. 

It will be seen from a perusal of the following 
pages, that David was ever a mere sport for for- 
tune. She was not always unkind to him, but 
tricky; rather sportive than otherwise: so diathis 
starting to a place was no proof that he would 
ever reach it He was almost sure to diverge, 
and in his wanderings appears to have been go- 
verned by the principle, that there was more 
beauty in a curve than in a strai^ line. 

David, with his companion, trudged alcM^ seve- 
ral days, when the latter, being the laiger, in- 
sisted upon his f»rivilege to ride exclusively, which 
so much offended David that, meeting with a wa- 
gon going in a counter direction to his home, he 
bade adieu to his late comrade and took a pas- 
sage. Upon enquiry he found out that the wagon 
was bound for Alexandria, D. C. So, not carkig 
whither he went, he entered into a contract to 
accompany it as a wagon boy. He vi6iti$4 Alex- 
aadria, aikl then determined to return with the 
wi^on home. After hamog travelled for several 
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^ iajw^ his firieiiii, llie wagoner, entered into ui en* 
gagement tx> do some huimg ia the neighbour- 
hood, and Dayid, in the interiin, hired himself to 
a &rmer as a ploughboy. In this sitoation he 
remained jmtji he had accunnaiated the snm of 
eleven dollars; when, meeting with a wagon 
boand for Baltimore, he resolved to go along with 
it. With the driver he deposited his money for 
safe k^ring, and entered into an agreement upoa 
aBxiall wages. Arriving m the suburbs of the city, 
some acei<ient happened which delayed the farther 
progress of the wagon. The time necessary for 
repairing gave David some leisure. High with 
hope, tl»e wiK>Ie world as be imagined spread 
before him, down the streets of Baltimore he 
ftroUed until .h» fiicnities became confosed with 
die ^sighta^ he saw, and he stood gazing for the 
first time at a diip lyii% alongside of the wharf^ 
with a part of her canvass floatii^ loosely in die 
wind. Some of the crew observing the admira* 
tion with which he gazed on die rigging and on 
every part of the ship, asked him familiarly if he 
would not take a passage in her for Liverpool, 
die port for wbidi she was bound. But a few 
mcHnents dapsed before he was employed as a 
common sailor, to set oat upon a voyage of ibgee 
thousand nules, who perhaps an hour before was 
not aware that there was such a thing as a sea or 
a ship in existence. The s^ip was to sail diat 
evening, and with a promise that he would retxim 

C3 
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80 soon as he could gather his clothes, David 
sought his wagon. With his ideas of the world 
much enlarged from having seen Baltimore, and 
the fact that this ship was to take so long a voyage, 
and with a boundless prospect for adventure be* 
fore him, light hearted and happy he danced his 
way back. Occasionally his golden visions were 
clouded by the probability that the wagoner would 
not permit him to go ; but this was not calculated 
to have much effect upon a mind sanguine in its 
own resources. Presenting himself before the 
wagoner, he asked him for the money he had de- 
posited with him for safe keeping, and also told 
him of his intention to go to Liverpool. The 
wagoner positively refused, and threatened him 
severely should he dare to leave. However, 
David taking advantage of his momentary ab- 
sence, bundled up his clothes and started for the 
ship. But as fate would have it, in strolling along 
a crowded etreet, whom should he run full tilt 
against but his friend the wagoner. 

Thus did fortune force David Crockett to figure 
in other places than the crowded streets of Liver- 
pool. But for this slight mishap the Western 
District could now have boasted of no hero. In a 
common scrape no one would have said, "Now 
the way he fights is a sin to Crockett" — and when 
any thing wonderful happened, " Now I tell you 
what, it is nothing to Crockett." However, the 
day after this adventure, David was on the public 
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road, bound for home ; but dissatisfied and blub- 
bering along after the wagon demanding his mo- 
ney. A stranger met them, and finding out from 
David the cause of his distress, threatened the 
vvagoner with an immediate whipping unless he 
would refund the money. This he was unable to • 
do, having previously spent it ; so that David, col- 
lecting his clothes, bade adieu to the wagon with- 
out a cent, and again began to kTwck about. He 
stopped at the first house he reached, where he 
was employed as a common labourer. Here he 
remained until he had accumulated a small sum. 
He then again started for home ; but getting out 
of money in the western part of Virginia, he way 
forced to work. His necessities induced him te 
hire himself out merely for his clothes; which 
after having obtained, being still without money, he 
bound himself as an apprentice boy to a hatter for 
four years. Here he remained several months^ 
when the hatter failed and he was again thrown 
out of business. He then hired himself as a la- 
bourer, acquired a small sum of money, and set 
out for East Tennessee, where, after many adven- 
tures for one so young, he arrived and stopped 
with some relations, distant firom his father's about 
one hundred miles. Here he sojourned until he 
either was or fancied himself an unwelcome guest» 
He then set out determined to reach his father's^ 
having been absent about two years, and never 
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iiaviog eomintuiicated a syllable to his relatuxis 
iduring his wanderings. 

The shades of a winter evening were setting in, 
when David, neatly though plainly dressed, came 
in sight of the house of his father. Walking in 
with his bundle, he complained of fatigue and 
asked permission to remain. His fiather, rather 
infirm, was discharging the duties of his house ; 
his mother was preparing supper; and a sister 
was engaged in some other household occupation. 
These, with a traveller or two, formed the little 
circle collected within. Withdrawing himself into 
a comer of the room, David remained a silent 
jsfiectator of the scene before him — feeding his ima- 
j;ination upon the anticipated pleasure which was 
to burst forth upon his being recognised. Perhaps 
an hour elapsed, when the Uttle party were sum- 
tnoned to supper. David's features, from the ex« 
treme silence he had preserved, were anxiously 
scsamed by all present so soon as he came to the 
light His sister recognised him, and a happy^ 
meeting, with a gentle, chiding for the strange 
manner in which be had introduced himself^ 
.dosed the evening- 
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CHAPTER II. 

David's wanderings had caused his parents 
much uneasinessy and they had long since given 
him up for lost A prosecuticxi had been com* 
menced against the cattle-driver who had carried 
him o£^ which was compromised ; and for a time 
a ray of sunshine seem^ to play over the fiimily, 
while David amused them with his adventures, 
or called into action all dieir tender sympathies 
by a recital of his sufferings. Occasionally would 
he gather a crowd of his associates around him 
and create as much astonishment by a narrative 
of what he had actually seen, as he could have 
done had he just dropped from the clouds. But 
these halcyon days were of short duration. David 
had now arrived at an age when he began to feel 
his ability to support himself, and was anxious to 
engage in some laudable pursuit. He had, as yet, 
not received the first rudiments of the most com- 
mon education. He felt a great desire to learn 
to read and write ; but his father, so far from being 
able to afford him an opportunity, actually required 
his services. Being indebted to a merchant in a 
little village not many miles distant, he resolved 
to hire his son out to him until his labour should 
discfaaige the debt. The village had a bad cha-^ 
meter, and David protested against going; but 
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upon the entreaty of his father, and a promise that 
if he would discharge the debt he should thence- 
forth be his own man, he went to work. About 
six months of the closest labour (a fact stated by 
himself,) enabled him to release his father. He 
then quit the village, and hearing that the Qua* ' 

kers, many of whom resided in the village neigh- 
bourhood, were remarkable for their kindness, he 
resolved to seek employment among them. The i 

first to whom he applied offered to employ him 
and give liberal wages, provided he would take i 

in payment a note which he held, executed by his | 

father, for the sum of thirty dollars. These were i 

hard terms to a boy just entering into life, depend- 
ent entirely upon his ovra exertion for support ; 
but reflecting upon the situation of his father, his I 

extreme poverty and great age, his goodness of j 

heart prevailed, and he resolved to cancel the de- 
mand. He applied himself diligently to work, and 
in a little less than six months the Quaker gave 
him his father'^ note. In this part of his life, he 
has a perfect recollection of never having failed 
to work a single day while in the employment of 
his friend, the Quaker. It however served to 
give him a good character, and he never wanted 
for employment afterwards. 

Although within twenty miles of his father's, 
he had not visited there for about twelve months : 
so, taking his note along with him, he went home, 
and after knocking about awhile, he presented it 
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to his fether^ who told him he was entirely unable 
to pay it David remarked it was not presented 
for payment, but intended as a gift, and stated 
how he became possessed of it His father was 
much affected and even mortified — ^perhaps foK 
having forced his son to work at a place counter 
to his wishes. Being much in want of clothes, 
and hearing that the Quakers were famous fox 
their workmanship, David went to work among 
them until he was genteelly dressed. His desire 
of learning to read again returning, he went to see 
a Quaker who kept a school in the neighbouriiood, 
and with him miade the following bargain : That 
he would labour in the field two days for being 
allowed to go to school three. He soon became 
a favourite, progressed rapidly, and remained 
here some five or six months, strictly complying 
with his bargain. Tliis was the only schooling he 
ever received. 

After being at school some four or five months^ 
his tutor was visited by a female relation. She 
was pretty and fascinating, and David began to 
feel a little unhappy whenever she was absent. 
She did not long remain ignorant of the impres- 
sion she had made, nor could she recollect that a 
handsome stripling was interested in her welfare 
without feeling her spirits flutter with delight. 
They for some time conversed with their eyes, a 
language least liable to be misunderstood; and 
David found out that she was not altogether indi& 
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ftvent to him. While things were in this situati^m 
4be had an offer. ^ maniage from a wealthy neigli- 
iMHir, which was exceedingly gratifying to her 
lelation. David saw that with him Utie Aing was 
ma — ^that it would be idle to press his claims while 
a wealthy suitor was soliciting her hand. He 
subdued his passion. She was courted, and but 
a short time elapsed before it was necessary to 
make a parcel of pens. Pigs, turkeys, geese, 
chickens, &c. were restricted from taking exer- 
cise, and forced to sit and eat, preparatory to their 
being sacrificed on a day appointed, when Miss 
-— was to become a wealthy bride. An unusual 
bustle, with the arrival of all the neighbours, an* 
nounced the evening, <' About this tkne," says 
David, ** I began to feel uidiappy, but did not know 
why. I thought the devil and all was in women—* 
that there was nothing on earth like them." 

Among the crowd that assembled on that evening 
was a pretty little girl whom David had often seen ; 
and he, with her for a partner, waited on the bri- 
4lal couple. To cure one love scrape he conceived 
it wise to seek another — so to work he went. He 
was modest and retiring, and at firsVpnade but slow 
progress; but several old feshioned ^lays were in* 
troduced, which served to help him alongamazii^ly. 
Being a handsome fellow and a feivourite where he 
lived, his attenticHis were kindly^ received, and ere 
they parted next morning, not only had the stolen 
^^ances of her eyes indk^ted an interest in his 
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weiSue^ bat keac imod, had bem tolicitedy aod llttt 
widi her heart irrecoveraUy pledged Widi 
regmt the crowd parled» and not one e;cp6rienoed 
mor^ heartfelt sorrow than our loving couple. A 
cby not far distant was appointed when David 
was to pay a visit and ask for his bride. Time 
soiled heavily along. David could neither work 
nor go to aehody but lounged idly aboutt thinking 
<rf'her who was dearest to him. 

At length the day arrived, and borrowing a 
horse he set out in high hopes, filled with those 
natural yet exciting fears which render love so 
deli^itful. Upon getting within a few miles of 
the home t)f his intended, he heard of a great 
dance, and met a party going on for fim and frolic* 
He stopped. That evening was tiie time appointed 
by him to ask for his bride — that evening a frolic 
was to take place, and he was now in reach of it. 
His resolution feltered — ^to-morrow would do to 
ask for his wife. So wheeling his horse about, 
uninvited, he determined to enjoy the frolic. Ar« 
riving at the house full of fun and life, he soon 
became a welcome guest, and met with a very 
jolly set. It was ccwoposed of the less refined 
portion of society, and appearances promised 
much sport. The house was tolerably large, 
with a dirt floor, which had been swept, ready for 
a dance. Most c^ the persons present had " taken 
a fetle,** and were consequently in a good humour. 
Both girk and boys had on their best bib and 
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tucker. The dresses of the ladies, however, were 
chosen counter to Apollonius' advice, being gaudy, 
not rich; and, expressed in fancy, they looked 
" very killing." 

Had every thing been dull, the appearance of 
old Ben, the banjo player, would have filled them 
with fun. He was seated in a corner upon a stooU 
holding his instrument, which he called Sal, 
and the perspiration exuded so freely that he 
looked very much as if he had been greased. His 
hair was roached, and he wore an air of much 
dignity. His forehead was low and narrow ; his 
ey^es red and sunken; his nose not so flat, but 
protuberant at the sides; his lips curling, as if in 
scorn at each other. His teeth were not placed 
perpendicular, but set in at an obtuse angle, which 
caused them to jut out ; and his lower jaw seemed 
to have a great antipathy to the upper, and when 
idle, always kept as far off as possible. His appa- 
rel was in unison with his face. He had on no 
jump jacket, and his bosom was a little exposed. 
His coat hung down nearly to his heels,' afid was 
at the same time nearly large enough for a cloak; 
while his pantaloons (light drab) were a close fit 
all the way, and so short that they only came 
where the Calves of his legs ought to have been. 
The contrast between his black legs and drab 
breeches might have made one fancy he had on ^ 
boots, but that the shape of the lower extremitjg,^^ 
denied it. His leg was placed so nearly y>*1he 
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middle of his foot, that, with toes at each end, no 
one could have tracked him ; and the hollow of 
his feet projected so far outward that it gave them 
somewhat the appearance of rockers to a chair. 
Ben also had much vanity, and thought he was 
looking remarkably well that evening ; but with 
all this, his willingness to oblige, and a certain 
portion of good humour which played over his 
countenance, rendered him pleasant to look upon. 
Girls and boys were all ready for fun, and never 
was there a more enlivening scene than when Sal 
jumped up, spun round, and swore she could " go 
her death" upon a jig, and cried out, ** Uncle B«n, 
strike up !" Jinny got up, spun round, and faced Sal ; 
and both began to shuffle. Soon the whole house 
was up, knocking it off— while old Ben thrummed 
his banjo, beat time with his feet, and sung, in 
haste, the following lines, occasionally calling for 
particular steps : 

" I started off from Tennessee, 
My old horse would n*t pull for me. 

(jBcn cries out — " iVbip, back step an* heel an* toe,**) 

" He began to fret an' slip, 
An* I begin to cus an' whip ; 
Walk jawbone from Tennessee ; 
Walk jawbone from Tennessee. 

(♦* Now, weed com, kiver taters, an* double ekuffle,**) 

«* I fed my horse in de poplar trof. 
It made him cotch de hoopin' cof ; 
My old horse died in Tennessee, 
And will'd his jawbone here to me, 
Walk jawbone," &c. 
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The dance was all life. They spin round — 
they set to — ^they heel and toe — ^they double 
shuffle-— they weed com — they kiver taters — ^they 
whoop and stop. 

" Now, Dick," says Sal, " did n't I go my death ?" 

" Yes, you did, SaL But did n't I go the whole 
animal?" 

" Yes, you did, Dick. You are the yallerest 
flower of the forest." 

They take a little, treat the fiddler, and are 
again ready. No-— Ben has to mend his suspender, 
and pull up his breeches. Now they are. Out 
goes Tom, and calls for her &vourite tune <rf jay- 
bird ; but she was admonished that she had once 
been before the church for the same profanity, and 
was ordered to be seated. Names here, at that 
time, were no true indication of the sex, and are 
not entirely so to this day ; for I now know a girl 
named Tom, and a boy named Mary. However, 
Tom having seated herself, out walked Sal again, 
and called for Jim Crow. Says old Ben, " Miss 
Sal, I lub to see yur — ^yur so limber on de floor." 

50 soon as Ben struck up, many joined in ; and 
when he stopped, every woman in the house was 
on the floor, being afraid of the consequence of 
the last line. This was danced in a difierent 
style from the other, and while Ben with his 
banjo and feet kept time, he sung the Mowing 
lines: 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COLOVBL DAVID CBOCKETT. 41 

««My M raiflses afae donft Like me, 
Bekase I doii*t eat de black eye p.ea ; 
My old misses she don't like me, 
B^ase I don't eat de black eye pea. 

" My old misses long time ago* 

She took me down de hill side to jump Jim Crow ; 

Fits *p(m de heel tap, den 'pan de toe, 

Eb'ry Monday monung 1 jump Jim Crow. 

•* Oh Lord, ladies, don't you know 
You nebber get to Heben till you jump Jim Crow." 
(Repeat — ** My old misses," &c.) 

Bat even the world must bave an end ; so. the 
daace closed, and not one of all that crowd danced 
motey got in a love scrape sooner, drank more 
whiskey, saw more fon, or sat np later than David 
Crockett ; for next momii]^ beheld him an early 
rwer, not having retired during the eveniE^, suffer- 
ing the after-daps always attendant upon a night 
of (fissipation. It being the first excess he was 
ever known to be guilty of, nothing else was talked 
about. With him the only care, save for the sick- 
ness under which he was then labouring, was the 
fear that his intended might find it out However, 
after the whiskey which he drank had evaporated, 
from being spread over the ground, and he had 
somewhat recovered, conscience stricken he 
mounted his horse, and unwillingly urged him on 
to visit his mistress. The distance diminished 
even faster than he wished it, and he rode up to 
a house, distant about a mile firom the place of 
his destination, to inquire the news, or rather to 
saunter his time away. Dismounting and going 
in, he there met with a sister of his intended bride. 

D3 
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After the usual commonplace salutations, be made 
some inquiry after her i^ho was dearest to him, 
and ascertained that she was to be married on 
that very evening to another man. His riding 
whip slipped from between his fingers ; his lower 
^aw involuntarily fell. With mouth open, and 
eyes staring wildly, he gazed upon the messenger 
of this unwelcome news. The remainder of the 
company, not knowing the cause of his surprise, 
gazed as wildly at him. However, the tidings 
being too true, and corroborated beyond all doubt, 
he remounted, and again sought the scene of 
frolicking, there to forget, amid the gay and light- 
hearted, his own deep suffering and mortification. 
He was the last to leave the place, and then went 
home to the Quaker's, whose sympathies were 
much enlisted in his favour, upon a recital of his 
sufferings. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Pecuniary misfortunes we submit to: the loss 
of our dearest friends we become reconciled to : 
but a rejection, where the feelings are much 
interested, creates sensations which belong exclu- 
sively to that situation. There are no terms which 
can define them, nor are they ever felt under other 
circumstances. In other misfortunes, their cer- 
tainty enables us to bear them. But in a rejection, 
there is always a species of suspense, or hope, 
which will exist in the face of a thousand denials. 
What ! Hope not exist, because a lovely woman 
has said no — ^because she has said no^ whose only 
method consists in going counter to all method — 
because she has said no, whose determination, 
when once made, is so fixed that it has given rise 
to the following lines : 

<« Stamp it on the nummg 8treain« 
Print it on the moon's pale beam. 
And each eyaQescent letter 
Shall be firmer, fairer, better. 
And more permanent, I ween. 
Than the things those letters mean.** 

Yet there is something very sickening in a 
rejection. It unhinges one — ^relaxes all his mus- 
cles, and produces a state <rf feeling very nearly 
allied to that which a man feels who is to be hung, 
firom the time the scaffold is knocked loose until 
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the rope catches him. During that single moment 
of descent, liver, lights, etc. endeavour to go out 
through the mouth. But I hate to think of a 
rejection ; for I always recollect the general con- 
solation attending it. . A woman most generally 
tenders her friendship in lieu of her love which is 
asked — ^a sufficient requital, Heaven knows f But 
the other sex will tell you to stand it like a man ! 
Yes, stand it like a man, when you can 't stand it f 
I have seen many a poor fellow, worse off than I 
could describe him, puffed up for an instant with 
this consolation. 

Thinking of the ladies, I have forgotten David, 
and I hope my reader will not require me to tell 
what he has been at since I left him ; for, of ail 
things, I hate to dwell upon time subsequent to a 
rejection. It is a horrible portion of a man's life. 
Besides, I don't think a man has a right to mope, 
and pretend to pine away, and look mad, and be 
disagreeable to every body he meets with, because 
a lady cannot love him. By doing so, he pays 
but a poor compliment to the remainder, and 
shows great ignorance of the sex. 

** What careth she for hearts, when once possessed.** 

Rather stand it like a man and be consoled, not 
by the trite adage that ^ there are as good fi^ in 
the sea as ever were caught out of it" — for I do 
not mean to make so scaly a comparison — but, 
reflect thatMriici^ pearls are found, more may be. 
There is no philosophy in one's making a block* 
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head of faJmself. If a woman don't lova you, you 
would not marry her: then cease teasing, and drop 
it This was the fMosophy which then goremed 
David; and so far from having to part from him on 
account of one small mishap, I hope to be able to 
place him m a situation where he may have 
another chance of experiencing that delightful 
sensation, fdt Only between the scaffirfd and the 
end of the rope. 

Some short time after David's first misfortune, 
he happened to meet with a female cousin, who 
told him there was to be a great reaping and flax- 
pulling in the neighbourhood, at which there were 
to be many girls ; and that she had no doubt that 
the woman he was tjestined to marry, would 
be among the number. This was enough. It set 
his imaginination at work, and he i-eturned home, 
once more indulging in happy anticipations. He 
then went over to a neighbouring Quaker's, where 
lived an apprentice boy, his associate, and to him 
communicated the prospect for fun. He caught 
like tinder the contagion, and both resdved to go 
at all hazards. The apprentice was to ask his 
master's permission, and David was to labour with 
him, when the frolic was over, to make up for lost 
time. However, the master would not hear of 
the proposition, and reminded David of the repu- 
tation h& had ahready obtained by a frolic. But 
go tiiey would, even counter to orders. So much 
iiincoukl not be lost. The agreement settled upon 
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was, that David should go over to the frolic in 
the morning, and his friend would get a couple of 
the old Quaker's horses, and come in the evening, 
though about six miles, in time for the « dance. 
The appointed day came, and David hastened 
away to the reaping and fiax-pullingl 

It was a lovely morning, and the scene one of 
life and happiness. There was only air enough 
to stir the dark ringlets of the girls, or impart to 
fields of yellow grain the gentle undulations of 
the ocean. 

When David arrived there; he found many as- 
sembled, and already engaged in their labours. In 
one field were to be seen the girls, playful and 
happy, performing their tasks, and striving to ex- 
cel. In another was to be heard the joyous song 
of the reapers, while their voices kept tune to the 
sweep of the sickle. His heart bounded with joy, 
and he was soon in the midst of them. The beau- 
ty of a harvest field, the universal cheerfulness 
which prevails over it, and the reflection that the 
husbandman is reaping the reward of his labour, 
render it one of the most interesting scenes in na- 
ture, and has served to identify it with festivity 
and rejoicing. 

Having finished their labours, the reapers sung 
with full chorus " the harvest home," while they 
bent their way to tlie field where the girls were 
engaged in pulling flax, vying who should finish 
soonest. When they arrived there, all was 
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silence — ^nothing could be heard save the pulling 
of the flax. To the girls it was a moment of great 
interest. The young men ^ were ^boui to select 
their partners. The formality of introductions had 
not at that time crept into the backwoods, and Da- 
vid sauntered among the gathering of girls, in order 
to find out who was most beautiful, or who would 
suit his fancy best. He was soon observed to 
pace backwards and forwards a small spot of 
ground, as if for the purpose of examining the fea- 
tures of a little girl engaged in her task, not far 
distant. A moment more, he was at her side, pull- 
ing flax, and endeavouring to make her excel her 
companions. This was the benefit of a partner ; 
and it frequently happened, that the lady who ac- 
complished her task first, was more indebted to 
her beauty for doing so, than to her industry. 
Whether David's partner was pretty or not, I 
never knew. I have no doubt he thought so. 

The day passed off pleasantly, and happily came 
on. the evening dance. There was no fashion — 
no finery — no short frocks — ^no corsetts. They did 
not en'.ircle each other throughout the mazy wind- 
ings of a waltz ; nor were they skilled in the less 
fashionable cotillion. But, vrith neat, plain gar- 
ments of their own manufacture, and with figures 
such as nature made them, they met, after the 
toils of the day were over, to give loose to the 
feelings of their innocent hearts. Nor must I for- 
get him, not who is master of ceremonies, for there 
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'Wat BDoe, bat wfao presides over tfae scene. His 
fcdl heart overflows with joy, and brimful o( hos- 
pitality, he sets hefofre them aH his litde farm af- 
fords. Is it necessary that fashbn shoidd preside, 
or ghttering riiow lend its oraaments, that the 
heart may be feasted ? Is it requisite that pride 
or wealth should lend its influence ? No— 

** Tor tt that, and a' that. 
Their tinsel show, and a* that ; 
Tlie honest man, tho* e*er sac pool*. 
Is king o' men, for a* that." 

I fear that, for my city readers, tUs simple nar- 
rative will have no charms. But, to my mind, 
there is something refre^ng in tumii^ from the 
dissipation of a city to look upon a rural fite-— 
from etiquette and rigid forms, to nature as it is. 
It reminds one of the days which, in some measure, 
once characterized our country, and which now 
characterize Scotland, and part of England. It 
reminds one of all that is happy. It seems pecu- 
liarly the home of love. 

When they met that evening, all were gladsome. 
Awhile they trip Ae country danoe — then ex- 
change it only for some amusement less fiitiguing, 
or for one which promises more pleasure. Even 
conundrums (I hate them, for they always remind 
me of rail-road stockings, which I abominate) were 
unknown. But, by-Uie-bye, why is the loveliest 
and best woman we ever meet with,&e tfae Prinoe 
of Darkness? 

The pas^nes of oar infiuiey ever interest vs ; 
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ehiefly fcoa their simplicity, or else from the Act 
that we woDder now how ttungs so silly eooU 
have delighted ub then* Plays which had been 
fashionable when their grandmothers were girky 
such as Sell the Thimble, Grind the Bottle, ica^ 
were called up, and wearied out. Nothing seem- 
ed to give more enjoyment than a play terine^^ 
« We are on our way to Baltimore." This, frona 
its title, was probably picked up by David, during^ 
his wanderings ; and derived its chief charm from 
ifaecircumstance, that every couple who composed 
it, had to kiss each other at stated pauses. It coor 
sisted of a wild and hrregular dance, during which^ 
with measured steps, the following lines were^ 
sweetly chanted : 

** We ar« on oar way to Baltimore, 
With two behind, and two before ; 
Around, around, around we go, 
Where oats, peas, beans and barley grow. 
In waiting for somebody. 

"'Tifl thus the farmer sows his seed. 
Folds his eaguB, and takes hia ease. 
Stamps his feet, and claps his hands. 
Wheels around, and thus he stands. 
In. waiting for somebody." 

{Another ki99.y 

Datad's partner was a bewitching creature, anci 
eaie they had finished danci]^ "" We are on our 
iKay to BakkBAore,'' die had led him &r on the^ 
vobA to h»y^. From the rapid progmss wUdk 
he gMendly ttade in. the a^factjons of hiiEh mistoem^ 
it«iust be eoBsededi that he could loivv mone iaxm 
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^▼en time than any other man. For we will 
here find him, though introduced as a stranger, 
engaged to be married before the evening is over. 

About eleven o'clock, who should step in but the 
apprentice boy, ripe for fun — having, after his 
•master had retired to rest, taken out of the stable, 
JKCcording to agreement, a couple of horses. Upon 
going out to put them up, there they stood, cover- 
ed with perspiration ; and in lieu of saddles, there 
were two bundles of hay, upon one of which the 
apprentice had rode, and brought the other for his 
fiiend David. 

They drank on that night their fill of amuse- 
ment, and just before the break of day, David, 
having arranged matters vrith his love, and fixed 
upon a time for a visit, when he was to ask 
her mother's consent, set off with his firiend for 
iiome. 

They had to ride a rapid race. The first light 
of morning was coming forth, when, in passing a 
neighbouring Quaker's, who happened to be out, 
they were discovered. A halt was called: the 
afiair must be concealed. So David, returning, 
rode up to the Quaker's, made a full confession, 
ajad implored his secrecy. It was the first time 
he had offended ; would never do so again ; would 
he marked in his fiiture conduct ; that a discovery 
would forever ruin the apprentice boy. These, 
with sundry other arguments, finally prevailed; 
<and on they rode. The horses were rubbed, and 
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put away ; and the friends, by means of a pole* 
dttdbed in at one of the upper windows. 

Scarcely were they quiet, when the apprentice 
boy was called by his master to get up and be 
sturring. David's Sunday clothes for a moment 
plagued him. They went down together. 

Quaker. — ^Why, David, how came thee here ? 

David.-^1 went over to the frolic, sir ; got tired, 
quit, and came over here ; and my friend got up 
and let me in. 

Qtuaker. — Thee had better have taken my ad- 
vice. 

David. — ^Yes, sir, I wish I had ; it would have 
saved me a long walk. 

So the afiair was entirely concealed, and the 
whole matter passed off smoothly. David's time 
hung heavily on his hands, until the day appointed 
for his visit arrived. Rigging himself in his best 
clothes, he borrowed a horse, and set out to see 
his intended. Upon arriving at the house, he was 
told that she was visiting a neighbour's ; and over 
he went to see her. • 

Riding up to the house where she was, many 
people had collected ; and to tell his business, or 
not attempt to conceal it, was more than his mo- 
desty could bear. So, feigning an excuse, he 
asked if they had seen any thing of a bay filly, be- 
longing to his friend the Quaker, which had stray- 
ed ofi^— he himself having left her in the stable at 
home. He observed that many smiled, and looked 
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fuite knowing, as in tnith they vmrtt the toothor 
of the girl having tdd the object of hk vial be- 
'fore his arrival ; not beii^ able, in commen with 
her aex, to keep a secret However, Daviil aeon 
iBMmaged to get an interview, and persuaded his 
intended to take a seat behind him, and return to 
ber mother's. As he rode off with hn lender 
eharge, some wag among the crowd cried out^ ** I 
expect you have found your bay filly* now!" 
Reader, if you were ever in love, you can imegine 
Ae feelings of David at this specimen of back- 
woods humour ; if not, I can give you no better 
idea of them than by using his own language : " I 
wish I may be shot if I know how I felt ; but I 
tell you what, it made me feel quite all^jverish" 
Nevertheless, he spent his time very pleasantly, 
and had a day appoiated for his wedding. 

Not long after this visit, a wolf hunt was agreed 
on ; and accordingly, on a fixed day^ the neighbours 
all sat out. David beii^ unacquainted with the 
woods, got lost, and wandered about, not being 
able to ascertain where he was. Moat gentle 
reader, metlm^s you seem thmideralruck at the ^ 
annunciation diat David Crocketl was lost in- the 
woods ! But I b^ you to bear in mind that he 
received his knowledge not by ialitttiop> hnii by ex* 
perience ; and at this time he had ool eemmiGMed 
his iavourile pwsuit of hufitiog; 

As the day was drawkqg to a eloae^ 9»d DaTid 
waa eiytectiBg to spend die ni^ akme im the 
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woods, what should he see but a female figure, 
wandering about, apparently lost. Upon making 
towards it, he beheld before him the woman who 
had pledged herself to be hisi and his only. An 
explanation took place, which accounted for her 
situation. She had left home m the morning, in 
order to drive up the horses to go to meetmg, and 
wandering off, was unable to get back. David 
gave a narration of himself, and together did Aey 
thank kind f<^une fbr having, in a sportive )ki- 
niour, brought abo^t so remai^abie a meeting. 

A godsend of this sort one never forgets: not 
even in the dull afternoon of life ; but it is ever 
looked upon as a little green isle in the waste of 
early years, which the fancy still delights to visit 
and Knger on, as at home. They luckily, in « 
short tkne, came in sight of a hos|HtabIe Foof^ 
where they were entertained with much khtdness. 
On the next day, David attended her h<nne ; and 
the tune fixed for fais weddii^ being close at hand, 
be there remained until he was married. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

David Crockbtt being married, we have now 
to look upon him in a new light, but in one not less 
amusing. We will find in him no disposition to 
forego pleasure, or avoid a frolic ; and will con- 
template the outbreaking of that peculiarity of 
talent which has served to identify him with the 
country in which he lives. 

I fear we shall not be able to relieve him from 
the poverty which was ever his attendant ; for we 
find him for two years after his marriage living 
with his wife's mother, and making barely enough 
for a support. From this situation he removed 
and settled upon Elk River ; when, the late war 
breaking out, he left home, and served as a volun- 
teer in defence of his country. After serving 
several months, he obtained permission to return 
home ; but having tasted the excitement of battle, 
the pleasure of company, etc., he became unhappy, 
and again sought the army. 

He was in many skirmishes, and always bore 
among his comrades the reputation of a brave man. 
He was at Tallisahatchee, Talladago, and at Pen- 
sacola. Serving under General Jackson, he be- 
came personally acquainted with him, and was 
sincerely and devotedly his friend, until circum^ 
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Stances connected with his political life, brought 
about a separation. 

. During his stay in the army» he found a field for 
the exercise of that talent with which nature had 
so eminently endowed him. Without education, 
without the refinement of good society, perfectly 
a child of nature, and thrown by accident among 
men raised, like himself, on the frontiers, and con- 
sequently uneducated, he was perfectly at home. 
Naturally of a fine person, with a goodness of 
heart rarely equalled, and a talent for humour 
never excelled, he soon found his way to the hearts 
of his messmates. No man ever enjoyed a greater 
degree of personal popularity, tlian did David 
Crockett while with the army; and his success 
in political life is mainly attributable to that fact* 
I have met vnth many of his messmates, who spoke 
of him with the affection of a brother, and from 
them have heard many anecdotes, which convince 
me how much goodness of heart he reaUy pos- 
sesses. He ndl unfirequently would lay out hi9 
own money to buy a blanket for a suffering sol* 
dier ; and never did he ovm a dollar which was not 
at the service of the first firiend who called for it. 
Blessed with a memory which never forgot any 
thing, he seemed merely a depository of anecdote : 
while, at the same time, to invent, when at a loss, 
was as easy as to narrate those which he had al- 
ready heard. These qualities made him the ral- 
lying point for tan with all his messmates, and 
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jerved to ffve Um that mtmiety iriocii Im imw 
possesses. Vanity or refinement were terms th«l 
lie hardly knew the mefmnig of, and his mind, un- 
taught by rigid rules, rored free as the wild beasts 
he hunted, and sometimes gave vent to expres- 
. sions and to ideas, which could never have been 
conceived by any other individual. This i£ght 
:sketch will perhaps be doubted. But^ to those 
who doubt, I would say, go and hunt with Cdonef 
Crockett &f a week, amd you will then believe, 
jand never regret the time spent 

While Mr. Crockett was absent, fighting in de- 
face of h» country, he met with a severe mis* 
fortune in the death of his wife, which rembred 
it neeessary &r him to jretnm and tak« care of hisr 
'Children. This event served to wean ]^n irom 
call thougl^ of the army, kept hkn closely at home, 
^laaad for some time changed the genersJ tenor of 
Jhislife. 

Duty to his childnen required that he should^ 
:seek a helpmate ; and accordingly he selected for 
luB companion the widow of a deceased friend. 
He then removed to Laurens <x>uiity, where cir- 
<^mnstances forced him to figure in a different 
sphere. Here his popularity secured him the ot 
fice of justice of the peace. 8o€in after this he 
wa« elected colonel ; and filially a representative 
In the state legislature. To fill these various of- 
S0&S9 he was invited by the partiality of bis friends; 
Mmt his success is mainly atott)utable to energy ^*. 
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diaraeter» and to the possesfldon of that talent, iat 
an eminent degree, which enables a man to re^ 
cognise every perBon he meets, whether lie knows 
him or not ; toad to inquire, without being diseom* 
posed, afier wives and children who have kmg 
since been swept from existence. 

Colonel Crockett was flatt<^ed by being elected 
to the legislature ; but, satisfied that he was called 
upon to discharge a duty far which his early IMe 
had rendered him imqualified, he felt awkward. 
However, he took bis seat, and the prehnwary 
bufflness of electing door keepers, clerks, etc 
having been gone thrcnagh, he disoovered many 
persons preseoting what they termed ^'biBs," and 
being SredxAom the backwoods, and unaeqoainted 
with the rules of a deliberative body, took op an 
idea, that, as many others were presenting bills, 
he must do so too. So he got a friend to draft a 
bill, rose in Ins seat, and with much oonfidenee 
presented it The object of it I have now ibr« 
gotten, though I was satisfied, at the time of his 
narration to me, of its propriety. The bill was 
opposed by Mr. M ^1, who, during the discus- 
sion, thought proper to travel oat of his way to 
attade to Colcmel Crockett, as the gentleman from 
&e cane^ in rather disparaging terms. 

The coloneFs metde began to rise : uo that, 
when Mr. M-— 1 seated himself, upon many per* 
sons crying out, "Crockett, answer him — Crockett, 
answer him," he determined to do so. His diffi* 
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deuce for a time prevented him from rising — but 
his embarrasaed situation is more happily described 
in his own language. ** Well, I had never made 
a speech in my life. I did n't know whether I 
could speak or not ; and they kept crying out to 
me, * Crockett, answer him — Crockett, answer 
him: — ^why the deuce don't you answer him?* 
So up I popped. I was as mad as fury : and there 
I stood and not a word could I get out Well, I 
bothered, and stammered, and looked foolish, and 
still there I stood ; but after a while I began to 
talk. I do n't know what I said about my bill, 
but I jerked it into him. I told him that he had 
got hold of the wrong man ; that he didn't know 
who he was fooling with ; that he reminded me 
of the meanest thing on God's earth, an old coon 
dog, barking up the wrong tree." 

But the colonel was not satisfied ; for, says he, 
" After the house adjourned, seeing Mr. M— — I 
walking off alone, I followed him and proposed a 
walk. He consented, and we went something 

like a mile, when I called a halt. Said I, *M 1, 

do you know what I brought you here for?' *No.' 
* Well, 1 brought you here for the express purpose 
of whipping you, and I mean to do it.' But the 
fellow said he did n't mean any thing, and kept 
'pol<^ising, till I got into a good humour. We 
then went back together; and I don't believe 
any body ever knew any thing about it." 

** I '11 tell you another story of this same man : 
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'twan't long after my difficulty with M— -4, before 
he got into a fight with a member of the senate, in 
which he was worsted — ^for he had his ruffle torn cfl^ 
and by accident it remained on the battle ground. 
I happened to go there next morning, and havings 
heard of the circumstance, knew how the ruffle 

came there. I did n't like M ^1 much, and I 

determined to have some fun. So, I took up his 
fine cambric ruffle . and pinned it to my coarse 
cotton shirt — ^made it as conspicuous as possible,, 
and when the house met, strutted in. I seated 
myself near M 1; when the members, under- 
standing how it was, soon filled the house with a 

roar of laughter. M ^1 could n't stand it, and? 

walked out. I, thinking he might want a fight, 
though I had tried him, followed after; but it 
did n't take place ; and after a while he came up 
to me, and asked if that was n't his ruffle. I told 
him yes, and presenting it, observed that I looked^ 
upon it as the flag of the lower house, which, in 
battle, had been borne oflf by the senate ; and, 
that being a member of the lower house, I felt it 
my duty to retake it." 

The " gentleman from the cane^^ was soon known 
to every member of both houses, and never was 
there a species of fim going on, but Colonel 
Crockett must have a hand in it. Thus did he 
become exceedingly popular, and his annunciation, 
declining to serve for another term, caused much 
regtet 
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CedonelOrackett bad vested the sQn^ii^ of 
Itts iiidustiy in a mill, which was scaroeiy com* 
jleted, befero a freshet swept it off, aad left no 
4raoe of its existence. Retiring to bed, cond<»1a* 
hlj «atuated, he ffwoke next jnorniog flat wMiout 
m dollar : so that, ever was he mere sport fer 
ibtrtune« But he had been schooled too dee{dy in 
^mtkfartftne to nnirmur at his luck, or spend his time 
in idle regret. He saw that, without capital, 
mbeie he was, he could scarcely support himself* 
^So, winding up his business, a short time found a 
fittle femily, with a couple of pack horses heavily 
laden, travelling on deeper into the ^'far off 
West" In advance of this party, humming a 
mong^ walked a cheerful, ]jght*hearfted backwoods- 
man, 'mth a child on one arm and a rifle on the 
mother, followed by half a doaen dogs. 

'This incident in the life of Colonel Crockett, 
simple as it is, is fraught with philosophy; and if 
attended to, may compensate some reader for &e 
perusal of this volume. How many of us, whea 
we meet with misfortunes, are rather disposed to 
give way than to bear up against them. How 
many of us curse what we call our luck, and some 
eren indulge in farther profimity. Yet how idle ! 
Will our cur^g or fretting restore our losses? 
'Or win our sinking beneath the weight of misfbr' 
tune, call forA tears of sympathy from a cold, 
-calculating, interested world t He is little versed 
in the ways of the world who thinks so. Mankind 
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itt9 ever dkpoaed to pvetw down him who is sink* 
ing. It is human niiture. We are all struggling 
toBCcompiish some c^ject, and tiie more we keep 
beneath ub the better our prospect One is rarely 
asosted, unless his energy of character is forcing 
him ahead against accumulating circumstances: 
or unless he is so situated as not to require it. In 
either ease, then, self interest pnnnpts assistance, 
and hi the latter you will have it forced upon you. 
This idea I have oAen seen illustrated, when 
seated on the margin of a little stream, watching 
the fish endeavouring to get up its rapids : the 
laiger ones ever chase away the smaller, to make 
mom far themselves. 

We curse our luck, and. even call down the 
vei^anoe of heaven upon us. Yes ! When — 
rarely is there an exception — if we analyze onr 
loss, it may be traced to some imprudence of our 
own. Action is the soul of every thing. If we 
meet with a loss, regret is idle, and the sooner we 
go to work, the sooner it is repaired. 

I do not mean to inculcate the idea that it is 
necessary to move whenever one meets with mis- 
fcBdune. Nothing is more absurd : and no coun* 
try can give a more forcible illustration of my 
remark than the ^&r off West." Thousands of 
young men, of worth, of character, and of family, 
have flooded the w^st, to better their fortunes. 
They come here with anticipations of immediate 
and Ibere are 30 many ei^ged in the 

F 
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same enterprise, that disappointment must be the 
inevitable consequence. And they spend their 
time, either brooding over past days, which then 
seem happy, or fall into the too prevalent customs 
of our country, drinking and gaming; then sieken 
and die away, under the withering influence of 
blighted hopes. The learned professions in this 
country are crowded beyond any thing I have 
ever seen ; consequently the wreck of talent is 
great. Often have I met with examples which 
chilled me to the heart. Often have I seen one 
who might, by the coruscations of his genius, have 
shone conspicuous in the circle from which he 
came, in some far land, and whose parents are 
yet shaping out " Oh^- such bright hopes of future 
greatness," sinking into nothingness from cold 
neglect. Often do they sink into despondency, 
lamenting the loss of that society to which they 
have been accustomed, and of which, here, they 
cannot taste the sweets. 

These remarks are intended only to apply to the 
more unsettled portions of the " far off West," 
where, from the transitory nature of its inhabitants, 
and from the fact that they are made up of repre- 
sentatives from every region between the two 
circles, it is impossible that talent can be as much 
respected, or as highly appreciated as it is in a 
more settled society. A frontier country is no 
place for a man of modesty, of refinement, or of 
delicacy ; and it must ever be that in a societ;^ 
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•o constituted, success is as often the result of 
accident as the consequence of merit 

But to our narrative. When Colonel Crockett 
viras next heard from, he had settled himself about 
one hundred and fifty miles firom his former resi- 
dence, in Gibson county, Western District ; and 
was hard at work, putting up log cabins. His 
children were all too young to be of any service 
to him, so that all the labour requisite for forming 
a new settlement was performed by himself. His 
cabins were built; a well was dug ; a little patch 
was cleared for corn; and the Colonel found him- 
self in the bosom of our western forest, forty 
miles from any settlement. 

Colonel Crockett was never avaricious ; and a 
change in his circumstances, from bad to worse, 
had no effect upon his spirits. They were too 
buoyant, too playful, ever to yield to any misfor- 
tune : so that, although at home above all others 
in a crowd, he seemed equally pleased with the 
deepest solitude. Here he became wedded to 
hunting, and the great quantity of game was well 
calculated to have fascinated any one. Being cut 
off from all society, his rifle and dogs were ever 
his companions. Even the face of the country he 
had chosen to dwell in, seemed, in some measure, 
the counter part of his mind. It was wild and 
irregular, and, like himself, subject to no restraint. 
Here, one moment, all nature was hushed into 
silence : the next, the earth seemed rocking to its 
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centre. He had cboeeii to settle in that eectioQ 
of country where the earthquake of 1812 wai most 
aensibly felt, east of the MisuMi^ river* That 
country has been subject to s%ht shodcs erer 
since, and the coknel remarked to me, that fre« 
quently, while at work, he has had his clothes or 
hat shaken down, but would merely luuig them up 
and continue his labour* 
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CHAPTER V. 

The earthquake of 1613 has been often de- 
scribed; but I must mention a few incidents 
conaected with it, as the scene of many hunting 
stories^as well as the residence of Crfonel Crockett, 
lies ia that section of country where its effects 
^Hneie most felt, east of the Misdssippi river. This 
smstien of country is termed the Shakes^ and is 
uffvieT idhided to in common conrersation by any 
other titte. 

The CNbion river, a deep and navigable stream 
w1hc& empties into the Mississippi nearly opposite 
to New Madrid, was dammed up, and two con- 
siderable lakes, one nearly twenty miles long and 
varyii^ in its breadth, the other not quite so large, 
have been found of unknown depth. The bed of 
the river has been changed ; and fissures or open- 
ings, made in the earth by the concussion, still 
remain, running parallel to each other, of various 
lengths, from, three to thirty feet wide, and from 
ten to forty feet deep. One, to visit these Shakes^ 
would see striking marks of the gigantic power of 
an earthquake. He would find the largest forest 
trees split from their roots to their tops, and lying 
half on each side of a fissure. He would find 
them split in every direction, and lying in all 
shapes. At the time of this cardiqua:ke, no per- 
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0ODS were living where those lakes have been 
fihmed. Colonel Crockett was among the nearest 
settlers ; and to this day, there is much of that 
country entirely uninhabited, and even unknown. 
Several severe hurricanes have passed along, 
blowing down all the trees in one direction, and 
an undergrowth has sprung up, making these 
places almost impenetrable to man. 

This section of country which has been visited 
by the shakes, forms the best hunting grounds in 
the west There are bears, wolves, panthers, 
deer, elk, wild cats, etc. in abundance ; and this 
is the only place within my knowledge east of the 
Mississippi, where elk are yet to be found. 

These lakes are famed above all places for their 
great quantity of honey — ^I presume from the fact 
that the immense number of trees which were 
killed by the formation of the lakes have aflR>rded 
excellent hives. A bee-hunter told me he had 
remained in one spot and counted, in sight, eighty 
bee trees. They have been much hunted, and are 
now becoming more scarce. A few settlements 
for the purpose of hunting have lately been formed 
on the margin of these lakes, which, besides the 
game enumerated, are filled with wild geese, ducks,, 
and swans. • It was to this section of country, a& 
I before remarked, that Colonel Crockett removed 
after his pecuniary misfortunes. 

Innumerable are the anecdotes that daily occur- 
red, while with no companion save his favourite 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COLONEL DAVID CROCKSTT. 67 

Betsy^ (his rifle,) or with his son and dogs some* 
times added, he roved the forest. 

Still hunting is with all hunters a favomite 
amusement. It requires more talent, and gives a 
wider field for the formation of stratagems and the 
exercise of ingenuity than any other species of 
the same occupation. There are many modes 
practised by a wary hunter of approaching game, 
even in an open field, which are attended with 
success. One will steal up while it is feeding — 
remaining perfectly still, and personating a stump 
when it becomes the least alarmed. His progress 
is gradual and at stolen intervals. The object 
which he wishes to shoot becomes femiliarized to 
the stump, as it supposes, and the hunter ap- 
proaches as near as he wishes. Another person- 
ating a hog, will, upon his hands and knees, root 
himself along until within shooting distance. Either 
of these modes, when practised with skill, often 
proves successful. But there are a thousand plans» 
the best of which the hunter must select, and will 
be governed in his choice entirely by circum- 
stances. 

His favourite, Betsy, as he termed her, I had 
the pleasure of shooting. She is a large, coarse^ 
common rifle, with a flint lock, and, firom appear- 
ance, has been much used. In her breech there 
is a wire hole or two with feathers in them, and 
several parts of her may be found wrapped with 
a wax thready for the purpose of healing up'wounda 
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\vlnch she has leoeiTed ia her passage dirough 
life. 

To bear hnntii^, Cotonel Crockett has ever 
been most wedded; first, because it is profitable ; 
secondly, because there is danger in it, and ccm- 
sequendy great excitement. It requires a ma% 
to be a bear hunter ; lor he is fi^uently thrown 
into situations which require as much coolness 
and determined purpose of mind as though he 
were in a regi^r batde. All hunters agree in 
saying that its aneal is supericar lo that of any 
other wild game. Yoii may drink, fiNun its pecu- 
liar sweetness, (and it will sever be attended with 
the sli^ifatest incomFeniencet) apimof puve bear 
oil at a draught. 

Occasiooally settlers began lo gather around 
him, aad Colonel Craekett was caSed on for fne«t 
If he had it, it was theirs-4f not, he would take 
his dogs, go ov^er and kiil them as imicb as they 
wanted. This trait in his chazsi^ter, always 
gained for him the good will of those who settled 
near him. 

I was amused at the simplicity with wl»ch he 
told me the following story :•* I had n't been a hunter 
long in these backwoods, when I had an occasion 
to send my little son a short distance from home ; 
he soon came galloping back, and told me be saw 
two large elk cross the road just before Jam. I 
gathered up my rifle and aocoutremeBts, jumped 
yxfoa the hcsrse, took up my son behind me» to 
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show where tbey were, and rode oC I did aot 
think it lulviaable to cany my dogs; for they 
would at once have riln them out of my hearing. 
The sun was something like two hours high, and 
the evening was calm and stilL I bad never at 
this time killed an elk, and was very anxious to do 
so^ I ibvmd where they had crossed the road, left 
my little boy the horse to go home, and followed 
after them. The ground was rather hard, and 
their tracks alaK)9t imperceptihie ; but I noticed 
where the grass was bruised by. their treading, 
and s(»netimes I could see whese^ they had bit a 
bush ; in this way I followed after them. I went, 
I s'pose, about a mile, when I seed wg elk feeding 
in a little prairie ; there were no trees near me ; 
^o I got down, and tried to root my way to *em, 
but they had got a notictti of me, for they would 
feed a whUe, and then turn their heads back and 
look Sat me, and then run off a little. We soon 
got into the woods agin, and I began to work 'em 
right badly. When they were feeding, Pd git a 
a tree 'tween me and them, and run as hard as I 
could, then peep round to see 'em, and get down, 
root myself behind another tree, and then run agin^ 
The woods were nrighty open, and i could see *em 
a long way, and I'd have got a shot, Imt as I was 
creeping 'loeg afftea: 'em, I see'd five deer coming 
towards me. I slofified rigl^ stilly aoid they come 
feeding 'leng elase to nun when tfiey got in abcmt 
twenty yaids iA me, I raised ^ Betsy, IcFvelied 
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ber^ and down dropped the largest; the othen 
raised their heads and looked astonished; went 
up to the one which was down and smelt him, but 
didn't seem afraid o( me. I spoke not, and the re- 
port of the rifle was the only noise. Having 
loaded, I raised old Bet again, and down come 
another ; the others only looked more astonished. 
I shot down a third, and the remainder still kept 
looking on. Coming off in a hurry, I brought but 
few balls, and my fourth load contained the last. 
I thought I must have my elk ; so I would n't shoot 
another deer. I have never seen any thing like 
that since, in all my hunting. I don't believe they 
had ever seen a man before ; for they was n't the 
least afraid of me. Well, as I was saying, I 
thought I must have my elk ; so I just left the 
deer lying there, and I was sorry I'd killed 'em, 
and off I started. I found their tracks, and fol- 
lowed on till I agin see'd 'em ; 'twas gitting late 
in the evening when I come in sight of 'em ; they 
bad somewhat forgotten me, tho* they were still a 
little shy ; so, pursuing my former plan, I gained 
on 'em, but they still had a notion of me, and I 
could n't git a close shoot. The sun was down, 
and it was growing a little dim, and I found I must 
either shoot or lose 'em ; so I resolved to take the 
first chance. Again getting a tree 'tween me and 
them, I run as hard as I could up to it ; and upon 
peeping round, there stood my elk about one hun- 
dred and forty yards distant, in a tolerably clear 
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{dace» with their heads turned back looking for me. 
This was my only chance ; so rairing up dd Betsy, 
I fired at the one which was nearest to me : at the 
report of the gun, it run off, passing the one which 
was before it about twenty yards, and then tum- 
bled over. The other ran on and stopped with it. 
The ball, as I found afterward, had entered just 
behind the shoulder, and ranged forward. I felt 
a little afraid, because they were so large; but I 
went up : when I got in about twenty yards of 
^em, the one which was standing up began to paw 
the ground very violently and shake his head at 
me ; his horns were about six feet long, and he 
looked very formidable. I had nothing to shoot 
him with, and he seemed, from his actions, deter- 
mined f6r battle. I tried to frighten him, but I 
was not able to do so till I gave a shrill call, when 
off he run ; so great is the effect of the human 
voice upon all animals. I then went rather nearer 
to the one which was lying down, walked round 
him several times, and kept throwing chunks, to 
find whether he was alive or not ; but he did not 
move, so I went up to him, and sure enough he 
was as dead as could be. By this time it was 
dark — I'd wandered off about four miles, and had 
nothing with me but my knife : however, I set to 
worit and butchered him on the ground, and then 
set off for home. I felt mighty proud of this act, 
because the elk was the first I had ever killed, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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aid of p«ek haoKM, I gat feus hooie;." 

Tke daef Akig which stmek me ift the abme 
mnecdott was, th«l liie cotaoel should tena tfaem 
A«f elkf whfle tbey weie running in the woods ; it 
sh0w» ikitgtefLt confidence he has inhis gon ; and 
Iheh^Ttj from whsEt I have seen, diat Colonel 
Crockett feels as certain of a deer or elk which he 
may find ift the woods, if he can get within one 
hundred and fifty yards of it, as if he had it in his 
chmney, anokhig, and woold be as much c^nded 
were any one to frighten it, as he would be were 
the same individual to take one of his hogs. 

Colonel Crockett, having hunted for some time, 
collected all his skins, loaded a horse^ and set out 
for a store in order to barter them for grocer^s. 
This ranple incident exerted a great influence on 
his after life. At the store he met several ac- 
quaintances with whom he had served in the 
legislature, and together they spent a happy even- 
ing. Upon partia^, they solicited Cdonel Crockett 
again to become a candidate for the legislature ; 
this he deelmed, telling them that there were 
several eaadtdaftes already in the field, and that 
he could not hope for success. Moreover, he was 
an entire stranger; tte declion came on ia^a few 
weeks; and dial he lived down m the cane^ forty 
nulea from aay setAsnent Believvig Hie mattm* 
at rest, they partedl €oloiw]> CNehett vetunied 
home and devoted his time chiefly to hunting* 
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Acddent, bowever^ fmm sfterward Ihxetr is his 
way a oewqpaper^ in which he saw himself an- 
Rounced as a candidate far the legisiertiire ^ tbt 
emaiiBg etectioik He viewed the matter as a 
qmz ; but after thiaking of the subject, ftsolved td 
make a trial ; and lent all hk energy to the ae» 
complisfaineiit of that object, wkh a hope of qaiz^, 
zhig those who had atten^ted to qvixr him. 

He gave up for a time his fiivonnte amusement^ 
and began to mix anumg the people. He 00014 
occasionally hear of persons who intended to vote* 
for the great bear hunter. He was beceming 
somewhat formidable, and the three other candi- 
dates agreed among themselves that two should 
withdraw in favour o( the ttmd. This was to be 
determined at some place where there was to be 
a very considerable gathering ; and to that place,, 
an entire stranger, went Colonel Crockett. He 
beat about among the crowd the greater port of 
the day entirely unknown. When it vras deters- 
mined that B. should run, the colonel went up to 
a small crowd, and eaUed for a quart of whiskey, 
fos which he had to pay My cents. Wh3e it was 
passing about, the cokme) 9t^l maknown, & hap^ 
pened to pass akmg, Crockett hailed him. 

«« Hallo! B., you don't know me, (B. called hia 
aame and passed iato the crowd,) hot 1% maiat 
you kno^r me n%li^ w^ befire Aagnst; I aee 
they have wei^ied you out to a^y but 1% beat yon 
'flsigbty baiBy.'* (CnckeU not knowMg a maa) 
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B-— ^ Where did you spring from, Colonel T** 

C.— «* O I IVe just crept out from the cane, to see 
what discoveries I could make among the whites*— 
70U think you have greatly the advantage of me, 
B-; 'tis true I live forty miles from any settle- 
ment 4 I am very poor, and you are very rich; 
you see it takes two 'coon skins here to buy a 
quart, but I've good dogs, and my little boys at 
home will go their death to support my election ; 
they are mighty industrious; they hunt every 
night till twelve o'clock ; but it keeps the little fel- 
lows mighty busy to keep me in whiskey. When 
they gets tired, I takes my rifle and goes out and 
iullti a wolf, for which the state paysnne three del- 
•iars ; so one way or other I keeps knocking along." 

B. — ^**WeH, Colonel, I see you can beat me 
electioneering.'' 

C — " My dear fellow, you don't call this elec- 
tioneering, do you? When you see me elec- 
tioneering I goes fixed for the purpose. IVe got 
a suit of deer leather clothes, with two big pockets ; 
so I puts a bottle of whiskey in one, and a twist of 
tobacco' in t'other, and starts out : then if I meets 
a friend, why I pulls out my bottle and gives him 
a drink — ^he'U be mighty apt, before he drinks, to 
Ihrow away his tobacco; so when he's done, I 
pulls my twist out of t'other pocket and gives him 
a diaw : I never likes to leave a man worse ofF 
than when I found him. If I had given him a 
drink, and he had lost his tobacco, he would not 
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have made much ; but give him tobacco and a . 
drifik too, and you are mi^ty apt to get his 
vote.** Though {Mrofoae in hb liberality, the c<rio- 
nel boasted of his economy, saying, when akme 
he never spent a 'cochi skin, but always carried 
hare skins to buy half-pints. Conversing in this 
way, he -soon became well known ; wad ere he 
left the ground no person was more talked of than 
the great bear hunter. 

His fondness for fun gave rise to many anec- 
dotes ; among others I have heard this, which I 
do not altogether believe : Colonel Crockett, while 
<»i an electicmeering trip, fell in at a gathering, 
and it became necessary for him to treat the com- 
pany. His finances were rather low, having but 
one 'coon skin about him ; however, he pulled it 
out, slapped it down on the counter, and called 
for its value in wtdskey. The merchant measured 
out the whiskey and threw the skin into the loft 
The colonel, observing the logs very open, took 
out his ramrod, and, upon the merchant turning 
his back, twisted his 'coon skin out and pocketed 
it : when more whiskey was wanted, the same 
skin was pulled out, slapped upon the counter, and 
its value called for. This trick was played until 
they were all tired drinking. 

About this time an incident also occurred some- 
what amusing, and which will serve to give a fur- 
ther illustration of the backwoods. The colonel's 
opponent was an honourable man, but proud and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 SKETCBBS AKP BCCSNTRiCiTIES OF 

lofty io fatf beax]Dg« This of eoune was ku^i 
atide» as much as practicable, while he was elee* 
tioikeenng. Standing ooe day at his window, be 
observed several of his frieiids passing akmg the 
road, and familiurly hailed them to call by asd 
take a drink. They called, and upon g<»Bg inio 
the house, there was a handsome taUa, with choice 
liquors set out on the middle of the carpet, which 
was not large enough to cover the floor, but left 
on each side a vacant space around the room. 
On this vacant space walled B.'s friends, without 
ever daring to aj^roach the table. AAer many 
and frequent solicitations, and aeeiii^ B. upcm the 
carpet, they went up and drank; but left him 
manifestly with dis{rfeasure. Calling at the next 
house to which they came, where happened to 
live one of Crockett's friends, they asked what kind 
of a man was the great bear hunter ; and received 
for answer that he was a good fellow, but very 
poor, and lived in a smaU log cabin, with a dirt 
floor. They all cried out he was the man for them, 
and swore they would be d d sooner than sup- 
port a man as proud as B. They never having 
seen a carpet before, -swore that B. had invited 
them to his house to take a drink, and had spread 
down one of his best bed quiha for them to walk 
upon, and that it was nothing but a piece of piide. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

While electidneering, the colonel always con* 
eifiates every crowd into which he may be thrown 
by the narration of some anecdote. It is his man- 
ner, more than the anecdote, which deliglits you. 
Having been a great deal with the Dutch, he 
draws very liberally on them whenever he wants 
to make sport. I once had the pleasure of seeing 
Colonel Crockett the centre of some dozen per- 
sons, to whom he was telling the firflowing story 
of a Dutchman, whose hen-house had met with 
soaie mishap, and who, afterwards meeting with 
Colonel Crockett, thus went on: •*Well, tam it, 
what yovl tiiik, a tam harricoon come to my hinkle 
stair (hen-house) ** an |ncked out ebery hair out 
de backs of aB my young lunkles ; so I gods ober 
to brudder Richards, and gets his fox trap ; an aa 
I comes back) I says to myself, T]i catch de tam 
harricoon. So I takes de fox trap an goes to my 
hinkle stall, an I did n't set it outside, an I did n*t 
set it inside, but I puts it down jist dere. So next 
morning I goes to my hinkle stall, an sure enough 
I had de tam harricoon fast ; an he was nH while, 
an he was n't black, an ebery hair was off he tail, 
(i^ssum,) an soon as he see me, he look so 
nhame— «h ! you tam harrico<H), you kill my hin- 
kkfB, heh ! an I hit him a lick, an he lay down^ aa 

G2 
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he look so sorry, he make me tink he repent ; so 
I turn him loose. Well, now what do you tink ; I 
goes to my hinkle stall next mornings and dere lay 
my old speckled hinkle, an ebery hair was out her 
back ; so I goes ober to brudder Richard's gix^ an 
gits his fox trap, to catch de tarn harricoon ; an I 
carried it to de hinkle stall, an I didn't set it put- 
side, an I did n't set it inside, but I puts it jist dere ; 
an sure enough, next naoming I had de old harri- 
coon gin; an he wasn't white, and he wasn't 
black ; but he was white, an he was black, spotted 
all ober, (pole cat,) an I goes up to him, ah ! you's 
de tam harricoon dat catch my old speckled hin- 
kle, heh ! you de tam rascal ! an I hits him a lick» 
and he lif he tail up, an don't you tink I smelt him 1" 

Pursuing this course, he laughs away any pre- 
judice which may exist against him ; and having 
created a fevourable impression,enforces his claims 
by local "arguments, showing the bearing which 
great national questions have upon the interests 
of the persons whom he wishes to represent. This 
mode, together vnth the faculty of being a boon 
companion to every one he meets, generally ena- 
bles him to accomplish his object. 

Over his competitor B., he was elected with 
much ease^; and served for four successive years 
in the legislature, notwithstanding he moved 
during the time more than one hundred and fifty 
miles, and was, consequently, dependent upon 
strangers for his second election. This is a forci* 
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ble tmth of the great power of his talem ftr 
electioneering. 

While in the legislature, there was a bill before 
it for the creation of a county. The author of it 
wished to run the boundary line, so as to support 
his popularity ; to this the colonel was opposed,. . 
because his interest was affected by it. They 
were hammering at ft for some time ; whatever 
the author of the bill %ould affect by speaking, 
the colonel would undo by logrolling ; until the 
matter was drawing to a close, when he rose and 
made the following speech : 

*• Mr. Speaker, — Do you know what that man's 
bill reminds me of? Well, I 'spose you don't, so 
rU tell you. Well, Mr. Speaker, when I first 
come to this country, a blacksmith was a rare 
thing; but there happened to be one in my neigh- 
bourhood ; he had no striker, and whenever one 
of the neighbours wanted any work done, he had 
to go over and strike till his work was finished. 
These were hard times, Mr. Speaker, but We had 
to do the best we could. It happened that one of 
my nteighbours wanted an axe, so he took along 
with him a piece of iron, and went over to the 
blacksmith's to strike till his axe was done. The 
iron was heated, and my neighbour fell to work, 
and was striking there nearly all day ; when the 
blacksmith concluded the iron would n't make an 
axe, but 'twould make a fine mattock; so my 
ne%hbour wanting a mattock, concluded be would 
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£0 over and strike tUl bis luaUock woa done; 
accordingly, he went over the next day, and 
worked faiihfiiUy ; but towards night the blacksmith 
Hcoocluded his iron would n't make a mattock, but 
'twould make a fine ploughshare ; so my nea^- 
hour wantii^ a ploughshare, agreed that he would 
go over the next day and strike till that was done ; 
.accordingly, he again wenf over, and fell hard to 
work ; but towards n^ht the blacksmith concluded 
his iron would n't make a ploughshare, but 'twould 
jQoake a fine show ; so my neighbour, tired workr 
ing, cried, a skow let it be — and the blacksmith 
taking up the red hot iron, threw it into a trough 
of wuter near him, and as it fell in, it sung out 
^how. And this, Mr. Speaker, will be the way 
with that man's bill for a county ; he'll keep yon 
ail here doing nothing, and finally his bill will turn 
out a skow^ now mind if it don't" 

Whenever die colonel was out of the le^Ia« 
ture, he was either at work upon his little &rm, 
or engaged in his favourite pursuit of hunting ; 
and in this way has the most of his life been spent 
By hunting, he has supplied himself and dil his 
neighbours with nieat ; and there lives no man 
who has undergone more hardships, done more 
acts of firiendship, or who has been more exposed 
to all changes of weather, than David Crockett. 
He has lived almost entirely in the woods, and his 
life has been a continued scene of anecdote to one 
ibod of hair-breadth escapes and hunting stories. 
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The following ttcry wSI be l^d with iateniC, 
both on account of the original ideas which it imy 
pKsent ; and Iftiewisey as it wil wnre to iB^trate 
liK cfaaiacter otCokmiA Cfiockett m a new li^t* 
I ahall give k, as tkr army recoQeotifiii servrea me, 
in tiie colonel's own IxagmBLgd* 

** Well, as I have toid yon, it baa been a custom 
wjfli me ever since I mored to Una coantry, to 
apaad a part of every wintw in bear hmtng, 
fttdess I was engaged in public life, i genedrally 
taioe a tent, pack horses, and a friend 'fang with 
me, and go down to^ the ShalEe% where I campou^ 
aad hunt till I get tired, or ti8 I get as much meat 
as I want i do this because there is a great deal 
of game there ; and berides, I never see any body 
bat the iiriend I carry, and I Hke to hunt in a wil- 
itemess, where nobody can disturb me. I could 
tell you a thousand frolies Fve had in these same 
Shakes ; but perhaps the following one w31 amuse 
yon: 

^ Stometime in the winter of 1824 or '^, a friend 
called to see tne, to take n bear hunt I was in 
the huBoour, so we got bur pack borses, fixed up 
our tool and provisions^ and set oat for the Shakes. 
We arrived th^re safe, raised our tent, stored 
away onr provisiom^ and eoramenced himting ; 
for several days we were ^te successfd ; our 
game we tem^hl to the tent, sidted it, and peeked 
it away* We tad several hnnts* and mim$ 
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occurred urorth teBkig, save that we kilkd our 
game. 

\ *^ Alt, one eyening as we were coming ak»g, 
4)Mr pack hones loaded with bear meat, and our 
ilogfl trotting lasdly after us, old Whirlwind held 
up his head and looked about ; then robbed his 
nose agin a bush, and opened. I knew, from the 
way he sung out, 'twas an old he bear. The 
balance of the dogs buckled in, and off they went 
right up a hollow, I gave up tiie horses to my 
friend, to carry 'em to the tent, which was now 
about half a mile distant, and set out after the dogs. 
** The hollow up which the bear had gone made 
a bend, and I knew he would follow it ; so I run 
across to head him. The sun was now down ; 
'twas growing dark mighty fast, and 'twas cold ; ' 
so I buttoned my jacket close round me, and run 
cm. I had n't gone fur, before I heard the dogs 
tack, and they come a tearing right down the 
hollow. Presently I heard the old bear rattling 
through the cane, and the dogs coming on like 
lightning after him. I dashed on; I felt like I 
had wings, my dogs made such a roaring cry ; 
they rushed by me, and as they did I harked 'em 
on; they all broke out, and the woods echoed 
back, and back, to their voices. It seemed to me 
they fairly flew, for 'twas n't long before they 
overhauled him, and I could hear 'em fighting not 
fer before me. I run on, but just before I got 
there, the old bear made a break and got loose > 
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but the dogs kept close up, and every once in a 
whOe they stopped him and had a fight. I tried 
for my life to git up, but just before I'd get thevs^ 
he'd break loose. I followed him this way for two 
or three miles, through briars, cane, 0tc. vnd he 
devilled me mightily. Once I thought I had him : 
I got up in about fifteen or twenty feet, 'twas ia 
dark I could n't tell the bear from a dog, and I 
started to go to turn ; but I found out there was a 
creek between us. How deep it was I didn't 
know ; but it was dark, and cold, and too late to 
turn back ; so I held my rifle up and walked right 
in. Before I got across, the old bear got loose 
and shot for it, right through the cane ; I was 
mighty tired, but I scrambled out and followed on. 
I knew I was obliged to keep in hearing of my 
dogs, or git lost. 

. " Well, I kept on, and once in a while I could" 
hear 'em fighting and 'baying just before me ; then 
I'd run up, but before I'd get there, the old bear 
would git loose. I sometimes thought 'bout giving 
up and going back; but while I'd be thinking, 
they'd begin to fight q|^ and I'd run on. I fol- 
lowed him this way 'bout, as near as I could 
guess, firom four to five miles, when the old bear 
couldn't stand it any longer, and took a tree; and 
I tell you what, I was mighty glad of it. 

"* I went up, but at first it was so dark I could 
see nothing; however, after lookiBg about, and 
gitting tne tree between me and a star, I could 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



M SKETCIOMi M9 XCCBNTmiCITUS OF 

MS a wry dirt kiolu«s place, wd I ,rai4ed opold 
fielty, aol «bo ligbteiied. Down come the old 
hmr; but he was n't much hurt, for of all the fighto 
you ever did see, that beat all I had six d<^i^ 
«fd for nearly an hour they kept roUing and tum- 
hlmg cigbt at my feet I could n't see any thii^ 
bttt one old white dog Ihad ; but every now and 
then tbe bear made 'em aing out right under me. 
1 bad my knife drawn, to stick him whenever he 
should seiae me ; but after a while, bear, dogs and 
aH, rolled down a precipice just before me, and 
I could hear them fighting, like they were in a 
bole. I loaded Betsy, laid down, and felt about in 
Ae hole with her till I got her agin the bear, and 
I fired ; but I did n't kill him, for out of tbe hole 
be bounced, and he and the dogs fought harder 
than ever. I laid old Betsy down, and drew my 
knife ; but tbe bear and dogs just formed a lump, 
rolling about; and presently down they all went 
:again into the hdle. 

^ My dogs now began to sing out mighty often: 
they were getting tired, for it had been the hardest 
Qgfat I ever saw. I found* i>ut bow the bear was 
laying, and I looked for old Betsy to shoot him 
again; but I had laid her down somewhere and 
could n't find her. I got hold of a stick and began 
to punch him ; he did n't seem to mind it much, 
so I tbou^ I woobt git down into tbe crack, and 
hilL him with my knife. 
[^^ I eoBsidesed some tine 'bout th»; it was tet^ 
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mrtknrin </eIocli» and « oold waiter diglit. I %•« 
AMiieCfaing like ihirty ndes fixMn foqr •ettiement; 
then ^ras no Ibing soul near me, except my friend 
I m the tent, and I didn't know where thai 
-I knew my bear was in a orack made by 
the Aakes, but bow deep it was» and wbether I 
oosU get out if I got in, weie thii^ I coiddn't 
teH i was sitting down i^t over the bear, 
lUDbiBg; and every once in a while some of my 
iog$ woidd Mong out, as if they wanted help; so 
I got up aad kt myself down in the crack bdund 
flie bear. Where I landed was about as deep as 
I am high; I felt m%hty ticklish, and I wished I 
wns mit ; I couldn't see a thing in the worid, but 
I determined to go through with it I drew my 
knife and kept feeling about with my hands and 
feet till I touched the bear ; this I did very gently^ 
then got upon my hands and knees, and inched 
■ay lek hand np his body, with a kmfe in my r^t, 
till I got pretty &r up, and I plunged it into fain ; 
he sunk down and for a moment there was a great 
g Uu ggle ; but fay the time I scrambled out, every 
tlsBg Was getting quiet, and my dogs, one at a 
time, come 4iiit after me and hud down at my feet 
i knew ereiy thing was safe. 

^ It began wrw to cloud up : twas mighty dark, 
and as I didn't know the dyrectieo of my tent, I 
4e«enmned to" stay aM might I took out my flint 
amf sted and caised a Utile fiie ; but the wood 
isoooU and wditweddn't bum aandL I 

H 
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had tlwehied wo much after the bear, that I began 
to get very thirsty, and feh like I would dfe; if I 
didn't git some water : bo, taking a light along, I 
went to lock for the creek I had waded, and ks 
good luck would have it, I found the creek, and 
got back to my bear. But from having been in 
a sweat all night, I was now very diilly : it was 
the middle of winter, and the ground was hard 
frozen for s^eral inches, butthis I hadtiot noticed 
before : I again set to work to build me a lire, 
but all I could do couldn't make it bimi. The 
excitement under which I had been labouring had 
all died away, and I was so cold I felt very much 
like dying : but a notion struck me to git my bear 
up out of the crack ; so down into it I went, and 
worked until I got into a sweat again ; and just 
as I would git him up so high, that if I could turn 
him over once more he'd be out, he'd roll back. 
I kept working, and resting, and while I was at 
it, it began to hail mighty fine; but I kept on, and 
in about three hours I got him out, 

** I then came up almost exhausted : my fire 
had gone out and I laid dovm, and soon fell asleep; 
but 'twas n't long before I waked almost firozen. 
The wind sounded mighty cold as it passed along 
and I called my dogs, and made 'em lie upon me 
to keep me warm ; but it would rft do. I thought 
I ought to make some exertion to save my life, 
and I got up, but I don't know why or wherefore, 
and began to grope about in the dark ; the first 
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thing I hit agin was atree: it felt mighty dick and 
Icy, as I hugged it, and a notion struck me to 
climb it ; so up I started, and I climbed that tree 
for thirty feet before I came to any limb, and then 
slipped down. It was awful wann work. How 
often I climbed it, I never knew ; but I was g(mg 
up and slipping down for three or four hours, and 
when day first began to break, I was going up 
that tree. As s€K>n as it was cleverly| light, I saw 
before me a slim sweet gum, so slick, that it looked 
like every varmunt in the woods had been sliding 
down it for a month. I started off and found my 
tent, where sat my companion, who had given me 
up for lost. I had been distant about five miles ; 
and, after resting, I brought my friend to see the 
bear. I had run more perils than those described ; 
had been all night on the brink of a dreadful 
chasm, where a slip of a few feet would have 
brought about instant death. It almost made my 
head giddy to look at the dangers I had escaped. 
My friend swore he would not have gone in the 
crack that night with a wounded bear, for every 
one in the woods. We had as much meat as we 
could carry ; so we loaded our horses, and set out 
forborne/* 1 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Gentle reader, I know of no more agreeable 
way to eommenee this chapter, than by giTmg y oa 
ahother of Colonel Crockett's Dutch anecdotes, 
which he tells with great humoCir. There lived 
in one of the mountainous counties of Western 
Virgmia, many Dutchmen ; and among them, one 
named Henry Snyder ; and there were Kkewise 
two brothers, called George and Jake Fulwfler : 
they were all rich, and each owned a mill. Henry 
Snyder was subject to slight fits of derai^ement, 
but they were not of such a nature as to render 
him disagreeable to any one. He merely conceived 
himself to be the Supreme Ruler of the universe ; 
and while labouring under this infatuation, had 
himself a throne built, on which he sat to try the 
causes of all who oflended him ; and passed them 
<^to hell or heaven, as his hamour prompted — 
he personatii^ both Ae character of judge and 
culprit. 

"ft happened one day that some difficulty 
occurred between Henry Snyder and Ae two 
Fulwilers, on account of their mills; when, to be 
avenged, Henry Snyder took albpg.with him a 
book in which he recorded his judgments, and 
mounted his throne to try their causes. He was 
heard to pass the following judgments^ 
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Haviiig pcepaxed faunself, he called before him 
George Fulwiler. 

'' ShiCMrge Fidwider, stand up. What hasli you 
been doin in dis Ipwer world V* 

^ Ah I Lortt Ich doefl not know,^ 

« Well, Shorge Fulwider, has n't you got a mill ?" 

« Yes, Lort, Ich hash/' 

** Well, Shorge Fulwider, did n't you never take 
loo much toll ?" 

"Yes, IxMTt, Ich has — when der water wash 
low, and roein stones wash duU, Ich take leetie 
too much toll." 

'' Well, den, Shoige Fulwider* you must go to 
der left, mid der goats." 

^Well, Shake Fulwider, now you stand up. 
What hash jfou ban doin in dis lower woridr 

""Ah! Lort, Ich does not know." 

*" Well, Shake Fulwider, has n't you got a mill !" 

«Y^Lart,Ich4asu'' — 1"t— 

« Well, Shake Fulwider, has n't you iie wr tal» 
toomochioU?" 

^ Yes, Lort, Ich hash — ^when der water wash 
low, und mein stones wash dull, Ich take little too 
mochtoll?" 

« Well, den. Shake Fulwider, you must go to 
der left, mid der goats." 

"Now Ich tries minese^. Henry Shnyder! 
Henry Shnyder ! stand up. What hash yon bin 
doin in dis lower world ?" 

"Ahl Loort, Ich does not know.'' 

H2 
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« Well, Heniy Shnyder, has n't you got a mill ?'* 

"Yes, Lort,Ich hash.'' 

« Well, Henry Shnyder, did n't you never take 
too much toll ?" 

" Yes, Lort, Ich hash — ^when der water wash 
low, und mein stones wash dull, Ich hash take 
leetle too much toll." 
"But,Henry Shnyder, vat did you rfo mid der toll?'* 

" Ah ! Lort, Ich gives it to der poor." 

(Pausing.) «*Well, Henry Shnyder, you must 
go to der right mid der sheep ; but it ish a tarn 
tight squeeze." 

While the colonel was a member of the legisla- 
ture, some fellow started a report somewhat to his 
prejudice. After his return, at the first gathering 
he happened to meet with, he called the attention 
of the company, and mounted a stump to explain ; 
but his chder getting the better of his reason, he 
jumped dovnij swore he would n't explain, but he'd 
be d-— d if he could n't whip the man who started 
the report. He could find no author, and his 
willingness to fight was taken as a fair proof of his 
innocence. * 

Colonel Crockett was already higher in the 
political world, than in early life he had ever 
expected to be; and had his inclination alone beenr 
consulted, his feme would never have reached 
Washington. He was so much wedded to hunt- 
ing, that, I have no doubt, he looked upon it as a 
sacrifice to exchange that pursuit for any other. 
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The hunting stories which make a part of this 
work, are literally in his own style of narration ; 
and of their truth I have not the least doubt. The 
reason why the names of his dogs are changed in 
almost every story is, that a beso* dog, if he fights 
regularly, is rarely good for any thing longer than 
one or two seasons. 

Nothing delights the colonel more than to be 
called upon by strangers to make a hunting party; 
and with the following one he was much pleased : 

" I was setting by a good fire in my little cabin, 
on a cool November evening, — ^roasting potatoes 
I believe, and playing with my children, — ^when 
somebody halloed at the fence. I went out, and 
there were three strangers, who said they come 
to take an elk hunt. I was glad to see 'em, invited 
'em in, and after supper we cleaned our guns. I 
took down old Betsy, rubbed her up, greased her, 
and laid her away to rest. She is am^tyrongh 
old piece, but I love her, for she and I have seen 
hard times. She mighty seldom tells me a Ke. 
If I hold her right, she always sends the ball 
where I tell her. After we were all fixed, I told 
'em hunting stories till bed time. 

^ Next morning was clear and cdd, and by times 
I sounded my horn, and my dogs come howling 
'bout me, ready for a chase. Old Ratler was a 
little lame — a bear bit him in the shoulder ; but 
Soundwell, Tiger, and the rest of 'em were all 
mighty anxious. We got^a bite and saddled our 
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horses. I went by to gk a neigUkmr to drive for 
us, ly iH off we started for the Marricane* My 
iogB loioked nugbty w<^A; Uiey kept jumpiog 
on ooe another, and growling. I knew they were 
nm mad for a fight, for they hada't had one in 
two or three days. We were in fine sj^rits and 
going long through very open woods, when one 
of the strangers said, * I would give my horse now 
to see a bear/ Said I, *Well, give me your 
horse,' and I pointed to an oki bear about diree 
or four hundred yards ahead of us, feeding on 
aooms. I bad been fooking at him for some time, 
but he was so fur off, I wasn't certain what it 
was. However, I hardly spoke before we all 
strained ofl^ and the woods fairly echoed as we 
harked the dogs on. The old bear did n't want 
to run, and be never broke till we got most upon 
him ; but then he buckled for it, I tell you* Wben 
they verfaaded him, he just rand up upea biS 
hind legs, and he boxed the dogs 'bout at a mighty 
rate. He hinged old Tiger and another till he 
dropped 'em nearly lifeless; but the others wor«> 
ried him, and after a while they ail come to, and 
they give him trouble. They are mighty apt, I 
tell you, to give a bear trouble before they leave 
him. 'Twas a mighty pretty fight — ^'twould havA 
done any one's sou! good to see it, just to see how 
they ail rolled about. It was as much as I could 
do to keep the strangers from shooting him i but J 
would n't let 'em, for fear they would kill som^ 4f 
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injr dogs. After we goC tifed mmg *em ight^ I 
went m s^nong 'env and the first time di€y got 
him dowii> I socked my knife into the aM bear. 
We then him^ hkn up^ and went on to take our 
elk bmtt. You never seed ibUows so deliglHed ts 
them flEtrangers was. Blow me if they did n't cut 
mere capers, pimping aboot^ than the old besr. 
'Twas a m^ty pretty %ht, but I Vlkve I seed 
more fan lookkig at them than at the bear. 

" By the time we got to the Harricane^ we were 
all rested and ripe for a drive. My dogs were m 
a better humour, for the %ht had just taken off 
the wiry edge. So I placed the strangers at the 
stands through which I thought the elk would 
pass, sent the driver way up ahead, and I went 
down below. 

** Every thing was quiet, and I leaned old Betsy 
'gin a tree, and laid down. I s'pose I had been 
lying there nearly an hour, when I heard old Ti- 
ger open. He opened once or twice, and old 
Ratler gave a long howl ; the balance y^neA in, 
and I knew the elk were up. I jumped up and 
seized my rifle. I could hear nothing but one con- 
tinued roar of all my dogs, coming right towards 
me. Tho^fa I was an old hunter, the musk; made 
my hair stand on eoA. Soon after they first start- 
ed I heard (me gun go oS, and my dogs stopped, 
but notlong^ for they tock a little taek towards 
wfaeie Ii^huml the strainers. One of them fved, 
and diejr ^ifaed back, imd cireled Mxmd way to 
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my left. I nm down liout a quarter of a mile, 
and I heard my dogs make a bend like they were 
ccmiiig to me. While I was listenmg, I heard 
the bushes breaking stUl lower down, and started 
to run there. As I was going lo^g, I seed two 
elk burst out of the Harricane^ 'bout one hundred 
and thirty or forty yards below me. There was 
an old buck and a doe. I stopped, waited till 
they got into a clean place, and as the old fellow 
made a leap, I raised old Bet, pulled trigger, and 
she spoke out. The smoke blinded me so that I 
could n't see what I did ; but as it cleared away, 
I caught a glimpse of only one of 'em going through 
the bushes ; so I thought I had the other. I went 
up, and there lay the old buck a kicking. I cut his 
throat, and by that time Tiger and two of my dogs 
come up. I thought it singular that all my dogs 
was n't there, and I began to think that they had 
killed another. After the dogs had bit him, and 
found out he was dead, old Tiger began to growl, 
and curled himself up between his legs. Every 
thing had to stand off then, for he would n't let the 
devil himself touch him. 

^ I started off to look for the strangers. My 
two dogs followed me. After gitting away a 
piece, I looked back, and once in a while I could 
see old Tiger git up and shake the elk, to see if 
he was really dead, and then curl up between his 
legs agin. I found the strangers round a doe elk 
the driver had killed ; and one of 'em said he was 
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mm he had killed <»e lower down* I asked him 
M it had homs. He said he didn't see any. I 
put the dogs on where he said be had shot, and 
they didn't go for before they came to a halt I 
went up, and there lay a fine buck elk; and 
though his homs were four or fire feet long, the 
fi^w who diot him was so scared, that be never 
saw them. We had three elk and a bear; so we 
managed to git it hom^, then butchered our game, 
talked over our hunt, and had a glorious frolic.'' 

While the colcniel was a member of the legisla- 
ture, the tariff of '24 was passed by congress ; and 
the member from his district supported it contrary 
to the wishes of his constituents. An opposition 
was organized, and Colonel David Crockett was 
called upon by many- of the people to become a 
candidate. There were already several in the 
field, when the colonel, at the warm solicitation of 
his friends, entered the lists. Now there was a 
fair opportunity for the exhibition of that talent in 
which he excelled. Seventeen counties composed 
the district ; and to be elected, his personal popu- 
larity had to overcome some talent supported by 
wealth and family influence. Many speeches 
were made, many barbecues were eaten, — ^great 
exertions were used by all parties ; and the elec- 
tion being over, the returns showed that in seven- 
teen counties Colonel Crockett had been beaten 
tWi^ votes. 

His friends havoever believed that he was fairly 
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fleeted; mod Saw cf Umim qiposed to fatoi faftve 
leeH aeeptical enougk to doubt it. It hat boea 
nmoocnred that the ekction was coodtMrled unfair* 
Jy ; and the foikywing droHmstance kares a wnm* 
ficion amounth^ ta too strong a probability. The 
law qI elections reffoiied that the baikrt boxes 
abooid be sealed op when the polk were cieaed» 
aiifd remain so imtfl the votes were counted by ti»e 
jo^es. One ci the sheriffii, who had been most 
violent m his opposition to the colonel, instead of 
seatii^ up the ballot box, merely fastened it with 
a wire hasp and carried it h<»ne, retaining it in 
that sitimtion till the votes were counted. Now, 
if bis opposition did not induce him to take out a 
few Crockett votes, his carelessness left him onder 
an impntation by no means creditable. little doubt 
was entertained but that Colonel Crockett cotdd 
have been returned by contesting the election ; but 
he nobly said, " If it was not the wish of the peo^ 
jAe clearly expressed, be would not serve them.** 

Being once more a private man, the colonel re- 
turned to the bosom of his kanSfy ; and as socni as 
the season woiild pemnt, oecasioDally sooght tus 
fiuROua huntk^ ground, where he listened with 
rapture to the joyous cry of his dogs^ cr hoog with 
delight on the far off echo of his old friend Betsy, 
as' she distributed her dealif-deafiii^ power to Ae 
beasts of the forest. 

In December of the year 18 — ^ be set oof widi 
afriemiftMratripfoAeiAdlffr. 11ieckN»eof day 
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fbmd them putting up theff lit^ lent, ftnd stormg 
sw«y their prcms^ons. Thm h<m«s were hob^ 
Ued and turned loose, dieir rode supper was pre>* 
pored ; and a short time found tlie colond, bi9 
friend and dogs stored a^vmy, and sleeping off the 
heavy night. There was something so wild in Ae 
description which the colonel gave me of these 
Skoikes^ that I like to dwell upon incidents con* 
nectcd with them. Prequendy would he be 
aroused from his sleep by the long howl of a gang 
<rf wolves, attracted to his tent by the odour rf his 
provisions — so many in a gang as to intimidate 
the boldest ; at other times, by the wild scream of 
the panther. 

No one, he said, could tell the feeling which a 
situation of that sort brought about, to one sepa* 
rated as far as he had been from all assistance. 
Even his dogs seemed to partake of his feelings ; 
for they would get up and come and lie close to 
hnn. The feeling vqb not fear, though he had 
caiRse to be afraid, from the many accidents which 
had happe^aed. He remarked that he had not 
been a settler \(mg m the Wefrtem District, when 
a gentleman had occasion to send Us servant into 
the woods (o^ a pieee of tknber. The servant 
remaining longef than was llioc^t necessary, the 
master went to look for him. He was found, feat 
^tead, and most ctiockingly mioigled, with five 
wolves lying afoimd him, wliich had been hilled 
vri/tk the shaip part <rf m axe. The grocRid bow? 
I 
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marks of a most deadly andiletermmed strMggle, 
and showed that valour had yielded alone to num* 
iera. A large gang had been attracted l^ the 
odour of his provisions. ^ Nothing is more com- 
mon," said he, ^ than for wolves, when they meet 
with a single dog, to catch and eat him*'' 
^ Bot to my taler The next moining betimes, the 
colonel and his friend were stirring; and having, 
prepared their breakfast, they set out bunting. ^ 
** I was going 'long,*' said he, ** down to a little 
Hanicane, 'bout three miles from our tent, where 
I knew there must be a jAeniy of bear. Twas 
mighty cold, and my dogs were in fine order and 
very busy hunting, when I seed where a piece of 

- bark had been scratched off a tree. I said to my 

- companion, there is a bear in the hollow of this 
tree. I examined the sign, and I knew I was 
right. I called my dogs to me ; but to git at him 

. was the thing. The tree was so large 'twould take 
~ adl day to cut it down, and there was no chance 
to climb it. But upon looking about, I found 
that there was a tree near the one the bear was 
in ; and if I could make it fall agin it, I could then 
climb up and git him out. I fell to work and cut 
the tree down ; but, as the devil would have it, it 
lodged before it got there. So that scheme was 
knocked in the head. 

" I then told my compahion to cut away upon 
the big tree, and I would go off some distance to 
aee if I could n't see him. He fell to work, and 
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he hadn't been at it loi^ before I aeed the old bear ' 
poke his head out ; but I could n't ghoot him, for if 
I did, I would hit him in the head, and he would 
Ml backwards; so I had to wait for him to come 
out. I didn't Mty any thing; but it wan't a 
minute before he run out upon a limb and jumped 
down. 

^ I run as hard as I could, but before I got there 
he and the dogs were hard at it. I didn't see 
much of the fight before they all. rolled down a 
steep hill, and the bear got loose and broke, right 
in tfie direction of the Harricane. He was a 
mighty large one, and I was 'firaid my dogs would 
lose him, 'twas such a thick place. I started after 
him, and told my firiend io come on. Well, of all 
the thick places that ever you did see, that bear 
carried me through some of the thickest. The dogs 
would sonletimes bring him to bay, and I would 
try for my life to git up to 'em, but when I would 
get most there, he would git loose. He devilled me 
mightily, I tell you. I reckon I went a mile after 
that bear upon my hands and knees, just creeping 
through briars, and if I had n't had deer leather 
clothes on, they would have torn me in pieces. 
t *^l got wet ; and was mighty tired stooping so 
much. Sometimes I went through places so thick 
that I don't see how any thing could git through ; 
and I don't Vlieve I could, if I had n't heard the 
dogs fighting just before me. Sometimes I would 
lock back, and I couldn't see how I got along. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1<M> 8KETGHXB AKD BCCENTftlClTUKS OF 

But once Igotinaeleftr place; mydogs^ tmd «# 
lghtiqg» had brought the bear again to bay, aad i 
had my head ufv knkiiig out ta git a shoots wiien 
the first thing I knew I was up to niy breast in a 
sink hole of wat^. I was so infemiBd mad that I 
had a notion not to git out; but I b^an to think 
it would n't spite any body, and so I scrambled 
CHit My powder was ail wet» except the load in 
my gun, and I didn't know what to do. .1 had 
been sweating all the morning, and I was tired^ 
and I looked rather queer with my wet leather 
clothes on ; but I harked my dogs on, and once, 
more I heard 'em fighting. I run on, and while I 
was gouig 'long I heard something jump in the: 
water. When I got there, I seed the bear going up 
the other bank of the Obion river — I had n't time 
to shoot him before he was out of sight — he lods:ed 
mighty tired. When I come to look at my dogs^ 
I could hardly help from crying. Old Tiger and 
Brutus .were sitting upon the edge of the water,, 
whiniiig because they, couldn't git orer; and I 
had a m^ty good dog named Carlow, — he was 
standing in the water ready to swim; and I qIv 
served as the water passed by him it was r^t 
red,— he was mighty badly cut. When I come 
to notice my other dogs, they were all right bloody,. 
and it made me- sa mad that I harked 'ena on^ and 
deiemuaed to kili the bear. i 

^I hardly &q9oke to 'emtbefiMre.thefle'.waaftgeMD* 
xfd plunge, and eack of mgr dog^ joat fpnaed m 
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«treak going straight across. I watdied 'em ^11 
they got out on the bank, when they all shook 
•themselves, oW Carlow opened, and off they aU 
started. I sat down upon an old log. The water 
was right red where my dogs jumped in, and I 
loved 'em so much it made me mighty sorry. 
When I come to think bow willingly they all 
jumped in when I told *em, though they were 
badly cut and tired to death, I thought I ought to 
go and help *em. 

** It was now about twelve o'clock. My dogs 
had been running ever since sunrise, and we had 
all passed through a harricane, which of itself was 
« day's work. I could hear nothing of my oom^ 
panion ; I whooped, but there was no answer ; and 
I concluded that he had been unable to follow me, 
and had gone back to the tent. I looked up and 
down the river, to see if there was a chance to 
cross it ; but there was none— no canoe was with- 
in miles of me. While I was thinking of all these 
things my dogs were trailing ; but all at once I 
heard 'em fighting. I jumped up — I hardly knew 
what to do, when a notion struck me to roll in the 
log I had been sitting on, and cross over on that. 
*TwaB a part of an old tree, twelve or fifteen feet 
IcMig, lying on a slant. I gave it a push, and into 
the water it went. I got an old limb, straddled the 
log, with my feet in the water, and pushed offi 
Twas mighty ticklish work : I had to lay the limb 
<M»*os8,.hke a balance pole, to keep me from turiK 

IS 
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ing over, and then paddle with the hand that 
wasn't holding the rifle* The log didn't float 
good, and the water came up over my thighs. 
After a while I got over safe, fastened my old log 
to go back upon, and as I went up the bank I 
heard my dogs tree. I run to 'em as fast as I 
could ; and sure enough I si^w the old bear up in a 
crotch. My dogs were all lying down under him, 
and I don't know which was the most tired, they 
or the bear. 

^ I knew I had him, so I just sat down and 
rested a little ; and then, to keep my dogs quiet, 
I got up, and old Betsy thundered at him. I shot 
him right through the heart, and he fell without a 
struggle. I run up and stuck my knife into him 
several times up to the hilt, just because he devil- 
led me so much ; but I had hardly pulled it out 
before I was sorry, for he had fought all day likq 
a man, and would have got clear but for me. 

" I noticed when the other dogs jumped on him 
to bite him, old Carlow did n't git up. I went to 
him, and saw a right smart puddle of blood under 
him. He was cut into the hollow, and I saw he 
was dying — ^notliing could save him. While I 
was feeling 'bout him, he licked my hand ; — my 
eyes filled with tears ; — I turned my head away, 
and to ease hi^ suflerings, plunged my knife 
throu^ his heart. He yelled out his death note, 
and the other dogs tried to jump upon him : such 
is the nature of a dog. This is all I hate in bear 
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honting. I didn't get over the death of my dog: 
in some time ; and I have a right to love him to 
this day, for no man ever had a better friend. ' 

" After resting awhile, I fell to work and butch- 
ered my bear — I think he was the largest I ever 
saw. Then what to do, T did n't know. I was 
about, as near as I could tell, four miles from the 
tent, and there was a river between us. To leave 
my bear I could n't do, after working so hard ; 
but how to git hira across, was the question. 
Finally I determined to carry him over on the 
same log I crossed on. I cut him up, threw away 
some of him, and brought at four turns -as much 
as I could tote, {carry,) and put it on the bank. 
The river was about three hundred yards from 
where I killed the bear ; and 'twas hard work to 
git him there, I tell you. After I got it there I 
put a piece on my log, straddled it, and brought 
it over ; then went back, and kept doing this way 
till I brought it all over. But 'twas a d — ^1 of a 
frolic, and I paid mighty dear for my meat I 
packed it away in the crotch of a tree, to keep 
any thing from troubling it, and started for my 
tent* The sttn was most down; and though it 
was a cold winter day, and I had been wet all the 
time, I was n't cold much. I think that was the 
hardest day's work lever had ; and why some of 
my frolics have n't killed me, I don't know." 

I asked the colonel if he had crossed many 
livers in^ that way. He said never before that 
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time, but since then he liad crossed them a bm- 
dred times; says he, ''I just roll a chuuk in, 
straddle it, and over I go.** 

^ But to go on with my tak. I got to my tent 
an hour or two in the night, where I found my 
companion with a good fire : he seemed mighty 
glad to see me, for he did n't like staying there 
by himself. I told him what sort of a day I had 
had of it, and he could hardly VMeve me ; so I tdd 
him I would take him next morning, and show 
him. I then dried myself got warm, and went to 
sleep. Next morning we got our pack horses and 
wesl after my bear ; 'twas all safe, and we brought . 
it to our tent and salted it away. My dogs 
were so much worsted by the %ht they had had - 
the day before, and I was so sore from it, that we 
concluded not to hunt any more that day. My 
powder was all spoiled ; my friend hadn't much ; 
so next moming, instead of going hunting, we 
bundled up all our things and set out for home. 
^Twas more than a day's journey; so &e first 
night we camped about ten nules from my house. 
Having no powder at hcmie, I told my Mend if he 
would stay in the tent till I come back, I would 
go over the river to a little store, about twenty 
miles oS, for a keg of powder which the merchant 
had promised to git for me« He agreed to do it; 
and the next morning I left my dogs with him and 
went down to the river, where I knew ^re was 
ft crossiiig i^ace. I got down pretty early, aad 
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tbi log I expected to cross on was abnoaC uodn* 
Wftter» a&d the hver still a rising;, but I thoi^t 
i» I lyas 80 far on roy way, I would go over. The 
log didn't reach all the way across, but where it 
stopped a small tree grew up and leaned over the 
bank, so that when I quit the log I had been walk- 
ing ODf I had to climb the little tree to git to the 
bank* I fastened my rifle to my back, climbed 
up, and got over safe« I noticed all these things, 
because I knew I'd have to -wade when I come 
back. 

** Well, off I went to the store ; I got there just 
4AMit sundown, and met with a right jolly set s so 
instead of going back, I staid there and frolicked 
with them, and made shooting matches for two or 
three days. I then got my powder, and one morn- 
ing before day, started off for my tent. The 
weather had turned much colder while I had been 
absent, and a smart snow had fallen, which made 
it mighty bad walking. I got to the river about 
two lu>urs by sun, and as I expected, the river had 
risen and roy log was covered. The water had 
risen considerably, but I did n't know how much : 
I knew it would n't do to stay there, for I should 
fireeze ; there was no log to float across on, and 
my only chance was to git back as I got over. I 
«hmg my keg of powder to my back and climbed 
down the litik tree till I got to my log ; this I 
found by feeUng, and the water was about thne 
feet over it. I kept feeling 'kmg» ud got ovtr 
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«afe ; 'twas a m^ty trying time ; for rig^t under 
the log was twenty feet deep, and if I had made 
one fabe step, 'twould all haTe been over with 
David Crockett 

** I had left old Betsy on the other side, so I had 
to go back for her, and pursue die same plan to 
git over; I got ready to start agin in about an 
hour, and I dien had to go throu^ a wide swamp 
to strike the path leading to my tent The water, 
from the rise in the river, was all over the swamp, 
and I had to wade all the time ;' and what made 
it worse, there was ice all over, which was n't 
strong enough to bear my weight, but made it 
mighty hard to git along. Just as I had started 
off, I saw where something had broke the ice, and 
a notion struck me 'twas a bear, and I determined 
to follow it I kept on about a mile, most of my 
time knee deep in water, when I struck the high- 
land, and I found I was right in the path to my 
tent; and what I thought was a bear, was some 
friends who had been down to the river to look 
for me. I took their tracks, and about dark I got 
to my tent ; 'twas full of people, and they were 
mighty glad to see me. I had staid away so long, 
that my friends thought some accident had hap- 
pened to me, and had gone to my house to gk 
help to look for me. They told me that my 
&mily was in a great disturbance, believing I had 
Jbeen drowned ; so to quiet 'em, we all bundled 
up and went to my house that night" i 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

RbaderI let you and me hoM a small confabv 
My narrative hasr, before this, placed Ckikmel 
Crockett in situations, the truth of which, peilMp^. 
you have doubted; but, nevertheless, it is all troe;- 
and the work, as far as it goes, has been, and wiB 
continue to be, an unvarnished picture of his life. 
So many incidents of an amusing nature haTe- 
occurred to him, that it will be impossible for me 
to give more than a mere sample. Many <rf his 
queerest fantasies have no doubt been lost ; but 
this chapter will place him in a situation, to say 
the least of it, novel in the extreme. You know 
I told you David was always a quirky boy ; and 
now, to try your talent at guessing, I will tender 
you a copy of this work if you will divine where 
Colonel Crockett, in narrating a hunting story, 
will in truth place himself. 

But before we commence his hunting story, let 
us merely for variety's sake, take another of his 
Dutch anecdotes. 

" Well, I knew a young Dutchman once who 
was pretty well off, and who having, as he said, 
finished his edecation, was swelling very largely^ 
He had been riding about for some time, attends 
ing all the frolics in his reach, and came over t» 
an uncle of his where I happened to be. His uncbt 
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said, *vdl, Shon, vere you bin?' *Bin riding 
T)out to see der vorld. Und uncle, vat you tink, 
I bin down to Yacop Ransowers, to von great big 
veddin, und dere vas a heaps of folks dere, un ve 
all trmk« u& eat, an after tinner, tey all said com- 
filtiDeiits ; some said,^^fmch good may do you,' on 
some said, 'little vont sarve me ;' ao it come lo my 
time» un I 'tots I must speak compliments too ; ub 
Ijosroseup^unif I didn't say, ^wfao keeps hou8e» 
•oot tarn me V " The above story was t^ in the 
loud swellmg language of the young Duicbnan^ 
who I have no doubt thought he had perfimned a 
wonderful feat Ytben he spoke his compUmenU too f 

Having disposed of the Dutch anecdote, we will 
Jiow take the hunting story. 

^Well, I had been at home some tintie — ^the 
weather was so ccddl didn't care much lout 
hunting, and Rees and a fiiend of his c<»ne over 
to my house one ev^iing, and asked me if I did n*t 
want to go down to the Shakes and take a bear 
hunt. I told 'em I did n't care much about it ; 
but if they wanted to go, I'd go with 'em: so next 
TOoming we fixed up, got our pack horses, and 
off we started for the Shakes. We pitched our 
tent right on the bai& of one of those lakes made 
hj the Shakes, and commenced hunting : we were 
loIeraUy successfid : there was nothing strange 
dbout any of our hunts, only bear hunting is 
always the hardest work a man can be at We 
tailed our game and salted it away as usual, aad 
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on the third day ^twai »o cold, asd there was 
so much snow on the groond, that we all came to 
our tent earlier than usual ; we made us a good 
fire and were lying 'round it, when Mr. Mars^ 
who had been to Mill's Point, rode up. He got 
down and told us that he was obliged to be at the 
land office very eariy next morning, and if we 
would set hkn across the lake there 'twould save 
him the trouble of riding 'round it, which was 
about twenty miles out of his way. There was 
an dd flat lying on ^lore^; but we all told him we 
could n't ; 'twas too cold, and we were tired. But 
he kept begging us, saying he was obliged to be 
there ; and. after awhile he pulled out a bottle of 
whiskey and passed it 'round. We soon emptied 
it, and it made me feel in a heap better humour : 
so when Mars fell to persuading us agin, I said 
I'd set him across, if one of the others would help 
me. Rees said he would, and Mars being in a 
great hurry, we went down to the lake, aadgetting 
his horse in,^ we pushed aS, 'Twas^^a mighty 
rough establishment, oars and all. The oacs were 
covered with ice, and the old flat had a good deal 
of snow in it, and she leaked mighty badly ; but I 
thought she would carry us over ; so after we had 
started ofi^ Mars said if we carried him. straight 
across he would have to swim a s/ve, and there 
was so mudi mushy ice ki it, he didn't believe he 
could git bis horse across; but if we would land 
Imn up the lake he could get on safe« To go 
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ftrai|^t acroii was about a mile, but to go where 
Man wanted us was aboat three. However, we 
were all in a right good humour, and the sun was 
rather better -tiuui two hours high; so we agreed 
to land him where he wished. 

" We pulled away, and just as we got about the 
middle of the lake, his horse .made some motion 
in the boat, and set her to leaking worse than be- 
fore. I told Mars she'd sink if he didn't bail her: 
so he took his hat and went to work. We pulled 
as hard as we could, and Mars worked mighty 
hard ; but the water run in as fast as he could get 
it out By and by, though, we got to the bank, 
and just as Mars went to lead his horse out, the 
whole bottom went down. It had only been 
pinned on, and the weight of the horse broke it 
loose. Rees and I was a little wet, and when we 
got upon the bank we did n't know what to do. 
Mars looked half frozen with his wet hat) and his 
horse was shivering : he had to ride about fifteen 
miles, or a little upwards, before he could get to a 
house ; and we were there without a horse, sepa- 
rated by a lake from our tent, and had nothing to 
strike fire. Mars said he could do nothing for us, 
for he was all but firoze, and must go on, as he had 
a long way to ride, and 'twas getting late. I told 
him 'twas n't worth while for him to stay, and off 
he started. We looked at him till he got out of 
sight, and we didn't know what to do. Well, 
there was Rees and I shivering; and we must 
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either get back to our tent, or freeze to death. I 
recollected there was, right oppoiite to where we 
started fircon, a canoe ; but 'twas two miles to that 
place, and then to get to it, we would have to cross 
the rery sine which Mars had been afraid of swim- 
ming. This was tfie only chance. I told Rees 
'twas n't worth while to consider — ^that there was 
no two ways about it — ^we must do it or die. So 
off we started. When we got to the sltte^ 'twas 
as Mars said, covered with mushy ice, and about 
thirty or. forty yards across. We were mighty 
eold, and it made the chills run over me to look at 
it. I called to Rees, and told him, as he was 
tallest, he must go first. He didn't speak^ but 
leaded right in ; he seemed to think 'twas death 
any how, and was resigned to his fate. I watched 
him as he went along. It kept getting deeper 
and deeper, till for nearly twenty yards he walk- 
ed along with nothing out but his head. After he 
got out, I started in, and for nearly twenty yards 
I had to tiptoe, and throw my head back, and the 
ice just come along up to my ears — 'twas this 
soft ice made of snow. I didn't speak ; we were 
too near dead to joke each other. We went down 
to the lake, and there we found the canoe. 'Twas 
nearly full of snow and water, and I set to work 
to clean her out ; and when I thought 'twould an- 
swer, I called to Rees to come on. He didn't 
answer me, and I went to him and shook him — but 
he was fast asleep. I endeavoured to rouse him 
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up»but I couldn't make him undcarstand any tlm§^ 
wo I dragged him aloQg,and laid him in the canoe. 
I then straddled one end of it, put my legs aa deep 
as I could in the water to keep them from freezing, 
and paddled over. Our friend we had left at the 
tent had a fine fire. I could see it some time be^ 
fi>re I got ashore, and it looked mighty good« He 
had been preparing for us, as he knew we would 
be very cold when we got back. I hailed him, as 
I run the canoe ashore, to come and take out 
Bees ; for, says I, I believe he is dead. I got up, 
and thought I would jump out, and started to do 
ao ; but I came very near breaking my neck, for 
I could n't step more than about six inches. I got 
out; I couldn't do any good by staying therp, 
and I left my fiiend pulling poor Rees out, and 
started for the fire. I soon got to walking right 
good, and felt the fire before I got to it« But I 
was hardly at it before 1 began to bum all over. 
I kept turning round — my pains only grew worse. 
I was suffering tonnents worse than death, and I 
quit the fire. I turned towards the canoe. Our 
companion had poor Rees in his arms, his feet 
dragging the snow, coming towards the fire. I 
didn't say any thing to him, for I didn't know 
what to say; but while I was looking on, I recol- 
lected that there was a mighty big spring not fur 
off; and a notion struck me to go and git into it. 
The sun was just down, and the sky lodced red 
and cM^ a^ I started off for the spring. When I 
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got there I put my legs in, and it felt so warm that 
I sat right flat down in it — ^and I bent down, so as 
to leave nothing out but my mouth and the upp^r 
part of my head. You don't know how good I 
did feel. I was n't cold any where but my head. 
I sometimes think now of that frolic; and I believe 
the happiest time I ever spent was while I was in 
that spring. I felt like I was comii^ to ; 'twas so 
warm, and every thing around me looked so cotd. 
How loDg I remamed there I don't know; but I 
think an hour or two: 'twas quite dark when I 
got out I went to my tent, aiui there I saw poor 
Rees wrapped up in some blankets and laid before 
the lire, his friend watching over him. He was 
duQ and stupid, and had not spoken. The fire 
faad Ao (^her efiect upon me than to make me feel 
cooafortable. I took off my clothes, got dry, 
went to sleep, and never experienced any incon* 
renience. But all our attention could not get 
{Kx>r Rees entirely welL We stayed with him 
two or three days, and then carried him home ; 
but he. never walked afterwards. That firolic 
fldckened me with hunting for one while." 



KS 
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CHAPTER IX. 

To give my readers a belter idea of the charac- 
ter of Colonel Crockett, I have here sketched for 
them my first interview witli him. 

Some time in the month of , in the year 

— — , while travelling through the Western Dis- 
trict, I heard Colonel Crockett, or the great bear 
hunter, so frequently mentioned, — and with his 
name were associated so many humourous anec'^ 
dotes, — ^that I determined to visit him. Obtaining 
directions, I left the high road and. sought his resi- 
dence. My route, for many miles, lay through a 
country uninteresting from its 'sameiiesss ; and I 
found myself on the morning of the third day 
within eight miles of Colonel Crockett's. Having 
refreshed myself and horse, I set out to spend the 
remainder of the day with him — pursuing a small 
blazed trail, which bore no* marks of being often 
travelled, and jogged on, wondering what sort of a 
reception I should meet with from a man who, by 
quirky humours unequalled, had obtained for him- 
self a never-dying reputation. 

The charactei* which had been given of the 
colonel, both by his friends and foes, induced me 
to hope for a kind welcome ; but doubting, — for I 
still believed him a bear in appearance, — I pur- 
sued my journey until a small opening brought 
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me in sight of a cabin which, from description, I 
identified as the home of the celebrated hunter of 
the West. " \ 

It was in appearance rude and . uninviting, 
situated in a small field of eight or ten acres, 
which had been cleared in the wild woods ; no 
yard surrounded it, and it seemed to have been 
lately settled. In the passage of the house were 
seated two men in their sliirt sleeves, cleaning 
rifles. I strained my eyes as I rode up to see if I 
could identify in either of them the great bear 
hunter: but before I could decide, my horse had 
stopped at the bars, and there walked out, in plain 
homespun attire, with a black fur cap on, a finely 
proportioned man, about six feet high, aged, firom 
appearance, forty-five. His countenance was 
frank send manly, and a smile played over it as he 
approached me. He brought with him a rifle, 
and from his right shoulder hung a bag made of a 
raccoon skin, to which, by means of a sheath, was 
appended a huge butcher's knife. ^ This is Colo- 
nel Crockett's residence, I presume ?" " Yes, sir.** 
^ Have I the pleasure of seeing that gentleman 
before me ?" " If it be a pleasure, you have, sir.** 
•* Well, Colonel, I have rode much out of my way 
to spend a day or two with you, and take a hunt J*^ 
^ Get down, sir ; I am delighted to see you ; I like 
to see strangers : and the only care I have is, that 
I cannot accommodate them as well as I could 
wish. I have no com ; you see I!ve but lately 
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moved here; but Til make my litde boy take your 
horse over to my son-in-law's ; he is a good fellow^ 
and will take care of him/' Walking in, — ^** my 
brother, let me make you acquainted with Mr. 
, of ; my wife, Mr. — — ; my daugh- 
ters, Mr. . You see, we ate mighty rough 

here. I am afraid you will think it hard times, 
but we have to do the best we can. I started 
mighty poor, and have been rooting ^long ever 
since ; but d — n apologies, I hate 'em ; what I 
live upon always, I think a friend can for a day 
or two. I have but little, but that little is as free 
as the water that runs — so make yourself at home. 
Here are newspiapers, and some books." 

His free mode of conversati<Hi made me feel 
quite easy ; and a few moments gave me leuure to 
look aroimd. His cabin within was clean and zieat, 
and bore about it many marks of comfort The 
tnany trophies of wild aniihals spread over his 
house and yard — ^his dogs, in appearance war- 
worn veterans, lying about sunning themselves-^ 
all told truly that I w«s at the hmne of the cele* 
brated hunter. 

His femily were dressed by the work of their 
own hands ; and there was a neatness and mm- 
plicity in their appearance very becoming. His 
wife was rather grave and quiet, but attentive- 
and kind to strangers ; his daughters diffident and 
retiring, perhaps too much so, but uncommonly 
beautiful ; and are foe specimens of the native 
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worth of the female chaiBeter-^nr, entirely on- 
eflucatedy they are not only agreeable but fescin- 
ating* There are no schools near them, yet they 
converse wall--Hand if they did not erne woeid be 
apt to thiok so, for they aare extremely pretty, ahd 
tender to a stranger, widi so much kindness, the 
comforts of their little cabin. The cdonel has no 
slaves ji his daughters attend to the dairy and 
lutchen, while he performs the more laborious 
duties of his farm. He has but lately moved 
where he now resides, and consequently had to 
fix anew. He tbok me over his little field of 
com, virhich he himself had cleared and grubbed,, 
talked of the quantity he should make, his peas, 
pumpkins, etc. with the same pleasure that a Mis- 
sissippi planter would have shown me his cotton 
estate, or a James river Virginia planter have 
carried me over his wide inheritance. 

The newspapers being before us, called up the 
subject of politics. I held in high estimation the 
present administration of our country. To this he 
was opposed. His views, however, delighted me ? 
and, were they more genendly adopted, we should 
be ncHie the loser. He was opposed to the admin- 
istsaiition, and yet conceded that many of its acts 
were wise and efiicient, and would have received 
bis ccHrdial suj^pcHt. He admired Mr. Clay, but 
had dejections to him.. He was opposed to the* 
tariff, yet^ I thidt, a supporter of the havk. He 
sfieiasd to hasfe the. most borriUe objection tck 
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binding himself to any man, or set of nFien. He 
said he would as lieve be an old 'coon dog, as 
obKged to do what any man, or set of men, would 
lell him was right. The present administration 
he would support as fiur as he would any other ; 
and that was, as far as he believed its views to be 
correct. He would pledge himself to support no 
administratkm — ^when the will of his constituents 
was known to him, it was his law ; when unknown, 
his judgment was his guide. I remarked to him, 
that his district was so thorough-going for Jackson, 
I thought he would never be elected. He said, 
" he di4 n't care ; he believed his being left out 
was of service to him, for it had given him time 
to go to work ; he had cleared his corn field, dug 
a well, built his cabins," etc. ; and says he, " if they 
won*t elect me with my opinions, I can't help it. 
IJiad ratlver he politically damried than hypocriti- 
caUy mmortalize(V' He spoke very highly of 
Benton, and was delighted with P. P. Barbour, 
whom he would have preferred for president to 
Jackson or Clay; and of whom he remarked, "I'll 
be d— d if Barbour ain't as quick as Dupont's 
treble." He spoke, with much pleasure of his 
former acquaintances at Washington, and assigned, 
at my instance, the reasons why he was beaten at 
the last election; but they were better summed 
up by an Irish gentleman, with whom I had the 
pleasure of conversing while in the District. - He 
said, '' 'twas a poor bate that, to be baten only three 
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or four hundred votes in seventeen comities ; and 
he would not have been baten at all, but that he 
carried on his back Jackson, and every lawyer 
and printer in the district" 

His rifle next came upon the tapis, and from 
him I learned that he was cleaning. her up for a 
shooting match, to which I was invited. To 
gratify me, he, with his brother, went out and diot 
several times. One who is little accustomed to 
shooting, can form nib idea of the skill of the back* 
woods marksmen. Even the fiction of Cooper, in 
the skill of his &r-famed Hawk-eye, I have seen 
surpassed. And were the deeds of La Longue 
Carabine and old Betsy broijght into comparison, 
an impartial judge would have to diipide in favour 
of the latter. Not only does the. colonel shoot 
well, who has indeed been a splendid shot, but the 
finest corps of riflemen in the world, might be 
selected from the north-western part of Tennessee. 

Forty yards off'-hand, or sixty with a rest, is the 
distance generally chosen for a shooting match. 
These are considered equivalent distances ; that 
is, either may be selected — ^if no distance be spe- 
cified, this is implied. 

(Mf-hand shooting is always preferred by a good 
marksman, and is generally the closest. In shoot- 
ing with a rest, the rifle rebounds, and conse- 
quently throws its ball with much less accuracy. 
To prove this, take two rifle or gun*barrels, which, 
by placing them together, will touch only at each 
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endy and joa wiU find no difficuky ki ^ptiafpmg 
them together by means of your two fingers. la 
spe^loiig of the accumqr of the weslem riflemen* 
I can conceive of nothing that I could say which 
would amount to fiction. I have known them, at 
the distance of cme hundred yards* to shoot six 
balls out of eleven within less than half an inch of 
the centre ; and in all their shooting matches, no 
ball is allowed to count which is not finuid within 
an inch. They use for patching, cott<m clath, and 
vnpe their rifles after every discharge. I think 
they would even shoot with more accuracy than 
they do» did they use percussion locks, which; 
possess many advantages over the flint lock. 

The time having arrived, on we went to the 
shooting match. The place selected was a grove, 
near which stoodatif^ling house. We found many 
persons ahready assembled, and they continued to 
flock in until several hundred were collected. 
They disposed at themselves in difierent groups 
about the grove, some lying down, others standii^, 
and indulged pretty much in the same topic of 
conversation — ^that is, each man wanted his neigh- 
bour to put up something to be shot for. There 
was something very striking in their appearance* 
Almost every man was clad in the garb of a 
hunter,— with a rifle, a *coon skin bi^ from which 
was snspended a large knife and an aUigatcMr's 
tooth for a cfaargerr— 4hsaai whk^ nothing can be' 
more beautifiil. Many artieles wese bson^ t^ 
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the'gatherii^ for vale ; yet no person, though he 
might want them ever so badly, diought of buyh^^ 
They most all go through the process of being 
shot for, before any man would consent to own 
them. Thi» was hterally the case with every 
article. Whenever any thing very pretty war 
exhibited, you would hear many persons telling 
the vender not to sell it, but to put it up — that is, 
make up chances, and have a shooting match. 

There is no country in the world which can 
beat the Western District in originality of names.. 
I once overheard two men bargaining for a» horse :. 
said (me to the other, " I will give you two hun- 
dred dollars worth of dogs for him.'' Two hundred 
dollars worth of dogs! said I to myself— two 
hundred dollars worth of dogs ! !— What- can that 
mean ? Upon asking for an explanation, I found 
out that bonds, or promissory notes, were termed 
dogs — and that they were said to be of a good or 
bad breed, according to the ability and punctuality 
of the obligor. 

But to my tale. The crowd, to Inrighten their 
ideas, or radier to increase their propensity to 
shoot, which, by the bye, needed no stimulus, occa-- 
tonally took a littie*-»4aid when they were smi- 
moned to the field, where sii ox or two was to be 
awarded to the victor, I could see many a man 
who was ^how oome you 00 ?** Each man who 
was to flhoot, carried widi faim hit taijget: ^bm 
oondated of a ttiiall board which had beenlNttiied 
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black, and rubbed smooth, on whidi a small piece 
of white paper had been pinned. The judges took 
possesaon of all the boards ; and, from the centre 
spot on each, described four concentric circle?, 
commencing with a ra<fius of one*fourth of an 
inch, then half an inch, three*fourths of an inch, 
and one inch. 

. The judges having measured the distance at 
"which they were to shoot, from a tree against 
which their targets were to be placed, — and 
having marked out on the ground a chrcle, to pre- 
vent ihfiii being intruded upon under penalty of a 
quartj all was ready. There was no regularity in 
shooting; each marksman called for his target 
when it suited him. One, taking his position, cried, 
out, put up my board — it was done : and the crowd 
flocked together, on either side, from the target to 
the marksman, forming a lane of living people 
about four feet wide, with their heads inclining 
inwards, to see the effect of the shot. The marks- 
man stood for a moment as if sculptured from 
marble, the muzzle of his gun pointing to the earth 
— ^then raising it gradually, it became horizontal, 
.poised for an instant, and there burst forth a sheet 
<of living flame — ^the ball was buried in the paper, 
tind at the annunciation of it, a wild shout rent the 
air. 

« D — ^n it, clear the track, and put up my board,** 
was shouted from the lips of Crockett, and I dis- 
joovered old Betsy poised aloft in the air. The 
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lane was again fonned, and Crockett lounged idly 
at his stand, with hb gun upon his shoulder, which 
was carelessly thrown off, and discharged the 
moment it became horizontal. The same effect 
ensued — ^the ball was buried in the paper, and 
another wild shout rent the air. I never have 
witnessed more excitement ; the scene was kept 
up for several hours by various marksmen — and 
the welkin did not ring with louder applause, when 
on LoQg Island the far-famed fScjipse passed 
Henry, one of Virginians favourite sons, than did 
the backwoods of Tennessee at each successful 
shot. t 

I observed that many a marksman, after shoot- 
ing two or three times, would hide his rifle in the 
woods, as he said, to allow it rest— and the idea 
at first seemed to me superstitious — ^but there were 
two objects in doing so— it was hid to prevent any 
person from playing a trick upon it ; and allowed 
to cool, that its barrel might not glimmer. A 
heated barrel always glimmers, and a good marks- 
man never shoots when the rays of the sun may 
warp his vision ; but, if practicable, seeks a shade. 

Evening came on, and the crowd showed no 
disposition to disperse.. A thousand shooting 
matches were, in embryo : this man wanted a pair 
of shoes — another a hat — a third some cakes for 
his children — ^not one of which things would they 
dare to carry home, until it had gone through the 
regular process of being shot for. Whether this 
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practice proceecls from a natural fondness for 
adrenture, or from a spirit (rf* economy , I know iK>t 
—for I saw •everal men pay two or three prices 
for an article, before they were > fortunate enough 
to get it But, methought, when one went home 
where, perhaps, sat some 



"sulky, sullen dame, 

GaUiaring her brows, like gathering Btorm, 
Nursing her wrath to keep it warm," 

it would appease her but little to state, that their 
joint earnings had b^en spent for ginger-cakes — 
but that it would act like a sedative, when it was 
announced that they cost but a thimble of powder, 
widi a leaden ball. 

The evening passed off amid a continual ring- 
ing of rifles, and night came on, and yet there was 
no disposition to disperse — ^it was damp and foggy, 
and consequently very dark; and, to my utter 
astonishment, candles were called for, to enable 
#iem to shoot The distance was diminished: 
and, though their heads must have spun round like 
whirligigs, I thmk they rather improved in shooting. 
There was a candle held near each sight of the 
rifle, and cme also on each side of the target ; and 
in this manner did they continue through the night 
to dispose of the merchandise, which had been 
l»ought for sale durii^ the day. I sat up very 
late ; candles were ooatinually called for, and new 
parties fcHTined. Weary €iS the scene, I retired to 
bed. 
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In the morning I arose with the first dawn of 
day, and nuHinted my horae« The noise had 
somewhat abated, though ttie candles were bum* 
ing, and the rifles ringing — and they continued to 
do so while I was in hearing. 



CHAPTER X. 

That Cobnel Crockett could avail himself^ in 
electioneering, of the advantages which well ap« 
plied satire ensures, the following anecdote will 
sufficiently prove. 

In the canvass of &e. congressional election of 
18 — J Mr. ***** was the colonel's opponent—* 
gentleman of the most pleasing and conciliating 
manners — who selflom addressed a person or a 
company without wearing upon his countenance 
a peculiarly good humcnired smile. The colonel^ 
to counteract the influence of this winning attri* 
btite, thus alluded to it in a stump speech : 

" Yes, gentlemen, he may get some votes by 
grinmngf for he can out^grin me, and you know I 
ain't slow— and to prove to you that I am not, I 
will tell you an anecdote. I was concerned my- 
self—and I was foiled a little of the vrickedest. 
You all know I love hunting. Well, I discovered 
a long time ago that a 'coon could n't stand my 
grin. I could bring one tumbling down from the 
highest tree. I never wasted powder and lead, 

L2 
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wben I wanted one of the creatures. WeU, as I 
was walking out one night, a few hundred yards 
from my house, looking carelessly about me, I saw 
a 'coon planted upon one of the highest limbs of 
an old tree. The night was very moony and clear, 
and old Ratler was with me ; but Ratler won't 
bark at a 'coon — ^he's a queer dog in that way. 
So, I thought Fd bring the lark down, in the usual 
way, hy a grin, I set myself — and, after grinning 
at the 'coon a reasonable time, found that he did n't 
come down. I wondered what was the reason — 
and I took another steady grin at him. Still he 
was. there. It made me a little mad ; so I felt 
round and got an dd limb about five feet long — 
and, planting one end upon the ground, I placed 
my chin upcm the other, and took a rest, I then 
grinned my best for about five minutes — ^biit the 
cursed 'coon hung cm. So, finding I could not 
bring him down by grinning, I determined to have 
him — ^for I- thought he must be a droll chap. I 
went over to the house, got, my axe, returned to 
the tree, saw the 'coon still there, and began to 
cut away. Down it come, and I run forward ; 
but d — n the 'coon was there to be seen. I found 
that what I had taken for one, was a large knot 
upon a branch of the tree — and, upon looking at 
it closely, I saw that / had grinned all the hark 
ojfy and kft the knot perfectly smooth, 

"Now, fellow-citizens," contiiiued the colonel, 
** you must be convinced that, in the grinning Hncy 
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I myself am not slow — ^yet, when I look upon my 
opponent's countenance, I must admit tha't he is 
my superior. You must all admit it Therefore,, 
be wide awake — ^look sharp — and do not let him 
grin you out of your votes." 

I have never met with a man who had a 
happier talent for turning every thing to his own 
advantage than Colonel Crockett. Never at a 
loss, he gives in his blunt way, to every sally of 
wit against him, the happiest answer that can be 
conceived ; and I believe no person who has been^ 
the aggressor, ever left him satisfied with his own 
success. 

. During his first canvass for congress, while at 
^ public gathering, Colonel Crockett was, as he 
ever is, the centre of a crowd, which he was 
amusing with some comic story ; when, to abash 
him, a friend of his opponent, with an impudent 
yet smirking face, walked up, and pulling out a 
^co<m skin, asked the colonel to give him the 
change for it: — ^four hare skins are equal to a 
'coon skin. Cdonel Crockett, taking the skin and 
feeling the fur, asked, " Where did you git this ?** 

"'Twas handed me a while ago." 

" Well, you take it back, and tell the fellow I 
say he cheated you — ^it's a counterfeit — the fur 
ain't worth a rotten persimon — ^the 'coon was rick 
— ^you could n't git one of my dogs to tree sich a 
'coon as that. Take it back." 

The colonel, though wild and wayward in his 
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^lits, seldom says any lUmig without an iBten- 
tioQ — and very often the keenest satire may be 
found lurking under the most ridiculous garb. 
But to place his character in a fair li^t, it is only 
necessary to advert to the circumstances under 
which he was elected. A hunter, poor, entirely 
without education, and without iiamily influence, 
he was called upon by a large majority of the 
citizens of his district to represent them — a dis- 
trict composed of seventeen counties, and contain- 
ing at that time nearly 100,000 souls, without one 
fiii^le advantage other than the mere giifts of 
nature. He had to contend with men of genius, 
of fortune, and refined education — and, further, to 
withstand the fury of all the presses in his district, 
—-which sent forth sheet after sheet of violent 
abuse, of ludicrous caricatures, and of biting satire, 
— ^aod yet, from beneath this accumulating weight. 
Colonel Crockett rose to distinction. Is this not a 
proof tiiat nature has indeed been libera] to him ? 
And, though we may laugh at his humours, yet 
we must all concede, that in the power of gaining 
men's hearts, with but one exception. Colonel 
Crockett stands unrivalled. There are many per- 
sons who will attribute his success to a want of 
talent in his own distrkt. But this is not the case. 
For, though the country has been but lately settled, 
there is, in some portions of it, the refinement of 
good society — and, throughout the district, you 
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frequently meet vriAi fine specanens of gemiiSy wad 
of edxication* 

Colonel Crockett, as I before remarked, ban 
been exposed to the wrath of the presses of his 
di^nct; and paper buUetms have been used 
against him in every shape which you can weU 
conceiye— 4n every style, from the most chaste 
and sedate language, to the violent sloog of 
modem party sprit I think nothing ooold have 
beea better calculated for cSkct^ than a series of 
Dundierf, distributed in pswiphlet form^ entitled, 
** Book of CbrcHBcles, west of Tennessee, and es»l 
of the Missiaaippi river8,"'--and which are really so 
severe, as well as amusing, that I must here insert 
a number. 

« BOOK OF CHKONICLES, 

WEST OF TENNESSEE, AND EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI 
BIYBAS. 

^ 1. And it came to pass in those days, when 
Andrew waschief ruler over the children of Colum- 
bia, that there arose a mi^ty man in the river 
country, whose zmme was David ; he beloi^d to 
the tribe of Tennessee, which lay upon the border 
of the Mississippi and over against Kentucky. 

" 2. Now David was chief of the hosts df Forked 
Deer, and Obion, and rou^d about the Hatchee, and 
the Mississippi rivers ; and behold his fame had 
spread abroad throughout all the land of Columbia^ 
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insomuch that there were none to be found like 
unto him for wisdom and valour; no, act one in 
all the land. 

*<8. David was a man wise in council, smooth 
in speech, valiant in war, and of fair countenance 
and goodly stature ; such was the terror of his 
exploits, that thousands of wild cats and panthers 
did quake and tremble at his name. 

^ 4. And it came to pass tliat David was chosen 
by the peojde in the river country, to go with the 
i^dse men of the tribe of Tennessee to the grand 
Sanhedrim, held yearly in the twelfth month, and 
on the first Monday in the month, at the city of 
Washington, where the wise men from the east, 
from the west, from the north, and from the south, ^ 
gathered themselves together to consult on the 
welfere of Columbia and her twenty-four tribes. 

^ 5. In those days there were many occupants 
spread abroad throughout the river country: these 
men loved David exceedingly, because he promised 
to give them lands flowing with milk and honey. 

*< 6. And it came to pass in the 54th year after 
the children of Columbia had escaped from British 
bondage, and on the first month, when Andrew 
and the wise men and rulers of the people were 
assembled in the great Sanhedrim, that David 
arose in the midst of them, saying. Men and 
brethren, wot ye not that there are many occu- 
pants in the river country on the west border of 
the tribe of Tennessee, who are settled down 
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upon lands belonging to Columbia ; now I beseeeh 
you give, unto these men each a portion for hit 
inheritance^ so thai his soul may be glad, and he 
•will bless you and your posterity. 

*^7. But the wise men from the south, the south- 
east, the west, and the middle country, arose with^ 
one accord, and said, Lo I brethren, this cannot be 
done. The thing which our brother David asketh 
is unjust; the like never hath been done in the 
land of Columbia. If we give the lands away, it 
must be to the tribe of Tennessee ; so that they 
may deal with the occupants as it may seem good 
in tiieir »ght. ' This has been the practice in old 
times, and with our fathers, and we will not do- 
part therefrom. FurthermcHre, we cannot give 
this land away until the warrants are satisfied. 

^ 8. Behold, when David heard these sayings,^ 
he was exceeding wroth against the wise men 
and the rulers of the congregation, and against 
Andrew, and made a vow unto the Lord that he 
would be avenged of them. Then John, one of 
the wise men of the tribe of Tennessee, who lived 
at the rocky city, arose in the midst, and said. If 
we give this land unto the occupants instead of 
the tribe, all the occupants in the land of Colum- 
bia will beseech us for lands, and there will be 
none left to pay the debt which redeemed us from^ 
bondage ;. no, not an acre : and this saying pleased 
the wise men and the rulers, and they did accoir<(> 
ingly. 
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'^9. Now there were in these days widced 
men* sons of Belial^ to wit: tbe Claytomtes^ die 
Holmesotes, Burgessitesy tlie Everetlites, tbe Ciiil- 
tonites, and the BartQfiites, who were of tbe tribes 
of Jtioioe, Massacbusetts, Rbode Island, Kentucky 
and Misaooriy and who hated Andrew and his 
fijenda of old times^ becaq^ tbe childreft of 
Gobmbia had chosen hkn to rule oyer tbem 
iastead of Henry^ whose suraame was Clay, 
whom tbey desired for tbeir chief ruler. 

^ICKi Andlo, when those men saw tibat Dayid 
was sorely trouUed in spirit, they Qommimed one 
with anotbert and said, Is tbia not David firoes 
tbe river country in tbe west, who of old tmes 
was vcary vaUant for Andrew to be ruler, and 
who perplexed our raidLs in the Sanhedrim^ and 
who was feiremoet m battle againii^t our great 
chiefs Henry and John Q. when they were de« 
feated by Andrew ? Now Tristram, whose sui> 
nanie was Burgess, answered and said. Men and 
brethren, as tbe Lord bvetfi it is he. 

^ 11. Then Dauel, whose surname was Web- 
8tej,dnd who was a prophet ctf the order of Balaam, 
said. Let ua comfost Dsrvid in his affi^i<!»s ; his 
wrath i» kiadied sgainst Andrew and hia friends, 
and s^ainst the wise men of TemKaaee ; perad* 
venture he will come ewer to us at die next eleci- 
tien to fight for Henry agahast Andrew; and 
Tboanas, whoMi sumaiae was ChHton, 8ai4 Thou 
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9|wa&edi wisely ; let what thou aayest be done 
accoordh^ to iky words. 

^ ISL Then Domel drew nigh unto Dttvid and 
said unto him, Wherefore, O my brother, dost tbou 
seem sad and sorrowful? Why is thy soul bowed 
dflmn with affliction? Hath the hand of the Lord 
snole beavily upon thee? Have famine and 
pestilence destroyed thy laiid and all thy beloved 
oecsqpants? Or have the wise men and rdera 
been unkind to thee ? I pray thee tell me, and I 
wffi cottifort thee. 

^ la. And DttVid lifted up his eyes and wept, 
aod said, O Dianfel ! live for ever. If the wise 
men and rders had given my occnpants the lands 
9tceordmg to the manner I b^ieeched them, I could 
have been wise man and chief ruler in the river 
country br hfe. But if I join the wise men and 
give it to the state of Tennessee, then they will 
share the honour with me, and the council of the 
state of Tennessee will give it to the occupants at 
twelve and one-half cents per acre, and they will 
^ Ireceive the honour instead of me ; then the people 
of die river country will not have me for their 
wise man and chief rider forever, and it grieveth 
me sore. 

*^14* And Daniel answered and said imto David, 
Swear unto me that thou and all thy people in the 
river country wiU come over unto me and %ht 
with me at the next election against Andrew and 
his people, in favour of Henry for chief ruler of 
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Columbia^ then I will help thee to get the hnds toit 
thine occupants; and Bavid swore accordin^y^ 
and there is a league existing between them even 
unto this day. « 

** 15. Now there was a man in the river corni- 
^ry, about the centre way thereof whose name 
was Wiltiam. He loved David as be loved hia 
own soul; his soul and David's were knit as 
though they were but one ; he was David's chief 
counsellor. When David wept, he wept ; when 
David rejoiced, he rejoiced ; if David bade him 
gOy he went ; if David bade him come, he came. 

^ 16. So it came to pass when David returned 
from the great Sanhedrim, that William ran and 
fell upon his neck and wept for joy ; then David 
said unto him, I have been discomfited in ail my 
plans ; I could not get my beloved occupants their 
lands without dividing the honour witli the wise 
men of my state, and giving it to the whole tribe 
of the Tennessee; I wot not but the council 
would give it to them as cheap as I, but it would 
rob me of the honour, and then I cannot be wise 
man and chief ruler for life; I have therefore 
engaged to forsake Andrew and join the ranks of 
Henry, for the chief ruler over the children of 
Columbia — ^for the wise men of my tribe and the 
friends of Andrew have f^saken me. Wilt thou, 
in whom my soul delighteth, gp with me in these 
things? 

" 17. And William answered, and said. Where 
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thou goest, I will go ; where thou stayest, I will 
stay ; what thou doest, I will do ; and I will have 
none other God but thee — ^when I forsake thee, let 
the Lord forsake me, do as thou wilt. 

** 18. And David said unto William, Draw near 
unto me; I will counsel thee, for thou art my 
beloved disciple, in whom I am well pleased. Go 
thou through all the river country, and every 
neighbourhood thereof; tell the pec^le I will be 
elected by five thousand votes. *As thou art a 
Baptist, they will put trust in thee. 

^19. If thou dost come to a people who knowcth 
thee not, if they are for me, say unto them, be strong 
and valiant on the day of the election ; — if they are 
against me, say unto them thou art against me 
also — ^but that thou hast been all through the river 
country, and I will be elected by a mighty host : 
this will terrify them, and they will join me. If 
thou shalt come to an ignorant people, say unto 
them my adversary is guilty of corruption. If a 
Jackson man approaches thee, say unto him I 
have always been for Jackson. 
• **20. If a Clay man encounter thee, then mayest 
thou tell him of the bargain with Daniel. If a 
Baptist greet thee, say unto him I am religiously 
disposed and think highly of the Baptists. If a 
Methodist shall enquire of thee, say unto him I 
always attend their camp-meetings. If a Cum- 
berland Pi^esbyterian shall call upon thee, say unto 
him I have joined his society. 
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« 21. But be thou circiMnspect in all things, -and ^ 

do not say unto the people that I have franked 
sack bags full of books into the river country, 
against Andrew, at their expense. Thou shak 
not say unto the people that I have fraidied 
Hume's History of England, or a sack of feathers ; 
be careftil to inform Roland, the High Priest, of all 
these things, so that he may direct the congregatimi 
accordingly. 

. ^'^2. Remember now, my beloved disci]^, that 
I am thy light and thy life ; I have sent thee big 
coats, bibles, hymn books, and many articles firom 
the great Sax^drim^ for. thyself and &mily. I 
will send thee many other things if thou art fidtfafiil 
unto the end« .Go forth, and the Lord prosper thee. 

** 23. And William went unto all the river coun- 
try and did according to all that I>ftvid eommaaded 
him ; but the peofde were a stiff-necked genertr 
tion, and would not agree that David should bring 
Henry to be chief ruler over the children of Co- 
lumbia instead of Andrew ; but with one accord 
said unto William, David hath beguiled us, we 
will desert him and s^k to Andrew, who hath 
brought us out oi British bondage — and we will 
vote for William, whose surname is Fitzgerald — 
and the people all said, Ambn l** ^ 
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CHAPTER XL 

The inhabitants of the Western District I love, 
and shall ever remember with pleasure, notwith- 
standing their propensity for fboi and frdlic, for 
they are kind, hospitable, and generous; and I 
should be unhappy, if I knew I had written a fine 
calculated to wound the feelings of a single indi- 
vidoaL My ob^ct has been merely to amuse 
myself, — to "lend a wing to weary time,*' and 
catch the " manners living as they rise." And, if 
this hasty production has the same effect upon 
others which it has bad upon me, niany a wan- 
dering exile may, for a moment, be relieved from 
the too sad thoughts of those now &r away, — 
many a fr^tened poor soul may, for a while, 
oease to think <^ the dreaded cholera, — and many 
an afflicted patient bid farewell, for a time, to the 
Meet. Indeed, I should believe any man a queer 
fellow who cannot, in &is hotchpotch, find some 
page to lus taste. 

During my stay with Colonel Crockett, among 
other things, I asked him how be liked the various 
jests which had been published concerning him. 

** CHi, d — ^n It," says he, ** I don*t care-r-those 
who publish them don't intend to injure me." 

« But," says I, "Colonel, what do you think of 
your last commisaion ?" 

MS 
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" What commission ?" 

" The one which it is reported our worthy pre* 
sident has given you." 

« Well, I don't know what that is." 

"I perceive from the newspapers," said I, "that 
in order to quiet the fears of the world, you are 
authorized by the president to mount the Alle- 
ghany, and wring off the tail of the comet, when 
it makes its appearance." He could not help 
smiling, but instantly replied : 

" I'll be d — ^'d, if I had a commission, if I did rft 
wring his tail off." 

Among the various devices used for killing 
game, the following plan, said by some wag to have 
been practised by Colonel Crockett, has in it the 
spice of originality. The wild animals of his dis- 
trict are supposed to take more interest in the 
congressional election than its citizens, from the 
fact that if the colonel be elected, they have some 
respite. 

During his first terms of service in congress 
they increased rapidly, and are said to have 
prowled about, very much to the annoyance of 
the planters. But great was the consternation 
among their ranks, when it was announced that 
he was defeated : at all hours might they be seen 
making their way to the swamps west of the 
Mississippi. The colonel is supposed to have been 
in no very good humour at being beaten, and to 
have resolved to vent his ire upon the bears of his 
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district ; and, in order to do this, is supposed to 
have taken along with him his hunting-knife, and 
gone down to the banks of the Mississippi, where 
he planted himself in a path in such a position, 
that he could see at some distance without being 
seen. He had not long occupied this situation 
when an old bear was perceived coming along in 
great haste : the colonel suffered it to approach 
tolerably near, wheil, jumping up, he gave a sud- 
den sqtiealy crying out, Fve got you^ ?uive L This 
was hardly ever known to fail, and is said to have 
acted like an electric shock ; so killing was its 
efiect, that before a bear which was thus assailed 
could recover from its surprise, it is generally 
believed that it was nearly butchered. The bear 
being killed and dragged out of the way, the 
colonel had only to squat in his former position 
until another came along. 

Although I have given in this work so large a 
space to huntii^ stories, I have failed to mention 
a species of hunting very much practised through- 
out the "far away west," and which is almost ever 
attended with invariable success. I allude to fire 
hunting, or the plan by which .deer are killed of 
a night vdth a gun or rifle — ^which I have some- 
times practised, though I abhor it. Yes, gentle 
reader, deer are here killed of a night with a gun, 
very often with a rifle — ^and the darker the night, 
the better the prospect for success. I have known 
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many a single hunter to kill five, six, and even 
seven of a nigbt 

Fire hunting was unknown in this country until 
within some fifty or sixty years, when it was intro- 
duced by Mr. Burnic, who lived among the 
Choctaw Indians. In Virginia it was practised 
before this, but not with the same success- The 
facility with which Mr. Burnie killed deer at 
night, infused into the superstitious Indians a be- 
lief that he was some superior personage, and that 
he effected it by means of physic, which is their 
to kalcn, and solves all their mysteries.- He 
delighted for some time in practising upon their 
fears — and literally astonished the natives. How* 
ever, it was revealed — and is now generally prac^ 
tised, though prohibited by law. 

To prepare for a fire hunt, it is necessary to get 
a common frying-pan, the handle of which is 
lashed to a board, three or four inches in width, 
luid five or six feet long, which is placed on the 
shoulder, and the arm thrown over it, to keep it 
in a horizontal positicm. The handle being length- 
ened, throws the pan several feet behind the 
hunter, in which there is a light wood fire kindled, 
— and he is then ready for a hunt. The hght firom 
thefire illuminates a circle, save where the shadow 
from the head fells, which diverging as it goes off, 
is in size ccmsiderable. Within this shadow, the 
huntsman sees and shoots his game, which mani* 
fests itself alone by its eyes, which are red and 
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fiery, fiom the refleetion of the light, and vunMe 
at some distance*. The huntsman either walks or 
rides, shoots vddi the pan on his shoulder, and 
seelui the highland or swamp, or any place where 
he will probably meet with deer. To increase the 
shadow, or range of vision, it is only necessary to 
move the handle horizontally to the r^ht or left, 
which causes the shadow to sweep the segment 
of a circle in any dire<^ion you please. The 
danger arising from this species of hunting is, that 
dogs, sheep, horses, and cows, are liable to be 
shot-^ their eyes presenting an appearance similar 
to that of the deer. The most experienced hunter 
may be deceived by the eyes of a dog or sheep. 
Horses and cows, from the fact that their eyes 
are farther apart, may be distinguished — ^yet many 
of them have been sacrificed to a knowledge of 
this pursuit 

There is something very striking in viewing a 
walking light, meandeiing through the woods, 
while shoodng upwards it throws around a broad 
lurid glare, and lends to the woods, wherever a 
shadow falls, a gloom ^ greater than that of the 
night 

The sight is calculated to have much effect upon 
a human being ; and I cannot reconcile it to my- 
self to see even a deer fall by so treacherous a 
plan — treadberous it seems to me^ for having Iain 
oooceaied aH day in swamps to avoid man — 
having rid themselves «f dogs, perhaps by a long 
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and weary chase, they move out under coyer 
of night to fkk their scanty subsistence, or to 
glean nutriment for their tender young. Little 
do they suppose, when all nature is wrapped in 
deep, that there is an enemy in search of them, 
so captivating in appearance as to lull asleep all 
fear, all suspicicm of injury. They feed — ^their 
beautiful leopard-like young sport in gambols near 
them — occasionally dravnng the flowing teat: a 
flambeau is seen approaching, shedding far and 
wide its broad lurid glare. This is the only object 
seen by them. As the hunter sweeps his circle, it 
flits about, reminding them only of a ^marsh's 
meteor lamp," by the light of which so often they 
have cropped the tender herbage, while sporting 
o'er some grassy meadow. Nearer still it ap- 
proaches, — and they gaze with rapture at the 
beautiful sight ; a redder light bursts forth, and the 
dread crack of a rifle rings through the forest. 
The mother falls, and liesr weltering in her blood. 
Her tender infants lick from her wound the crim- 
son fluid as it exudes. They look about — ^they 
see nothing to alarm them. Tears fill their eyes, 
which only makes them a more prominent mark 
for the huntsman, — ^and, chained to the spot by the 
magic eflects of the light, they there remain, until 
they are offered up as a sacrifice to filial afiection. 
I have often heard the question mooted, who 
was the better marksman, the white or red man. 
My observation— -and I have had many opportu- 
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nities of judging — ^induces me to believe that there 
is no sort of comparison between them. The 
white man not only shoots with more precision, 
but traces with greater accuracy the various 
animals which are hunted to their respective 
places of abode ; perceives things whidi an Indian 
can never see; steers his course through the 
wildest forest by signs invisible to other eyes, yet 
still correct, and accomplishes, by means of his 
ingenuity, objects of which an Indiaa would have 
never dreamed. Among the celebrated hunters 
of the far-off west, Colonel David Crockett and 
John Bradshaw, of the Western District, are 
most conspicuous. Between them, they have 
killed about fifteen hundred bears, exclusive of a 
proportionate quantity of other game; and I 
therefore think this question must be decided in 
favour of the whites, unless two red hunters can 
be found whose deeds may in some measure com- 
pare to this. 

But let us again return to the colonel — for the 
election is coming on, and he must run for con- 
gress. Now do not fancy, I beseech you, that 
since his last defeat he has been altogether idle, 
or that his time has been spent exclusively in 
hunting — ^for, although he has made a very con- 
siderable impression on the wild beasts, he has 
likewise made some impression upon the men, — 
for which a Kentucky boatman can vouch, who 
' had the pleasure of meeting with him while in 
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one of his qnirky humours. This sceoe is best 
described in the cdonel's own language: "I had 
taken old Betsy," said he, " and stra^led off to 
Ae banks of the Mississippi river ; and meeting 
isrith no game^ I didn't like it Hfelt ^ghty 
wolfish about the head and ears,' and thought I 
would spile if I was n't kivured up in salt, for I 
had n't had a fight in ten days ; and I cum acrost 
a fellow floatin' down stream settin' in the stern of 
his boat &st asleep* Said I, * Hello, stranger! if 
you don't take keer your boat will run away with 
you' — and he looked up; and said he, ^I don't 
value you.' He looked up at me slantendicler, 
aadr I looked down upon him slantendicler ; and 
he took (Hit a chaw of turbaccur, and said he, * I 
don't value you that.' Said I, < cum ashore, I can 
whip you — ^I've been trying to git a fight all the 
mornin';' and the varmint flapped his wings and 
crowed like a chicken. I ris up, shook my mane, 
and neighed like a horse. He run his boat plump 
head foremost ashore. I stood still and sot my 
triggurs, that is, took off my shurt, and tied my 
gallusses tight round my waist — and at it we 
went. He was a right smart koon, but hardly 
a bait for such a feilur as me. I put it to him 
mighty drdU In ten minutes he yelled enough, 
and swore I was a ripstavur. Said I, ' Ain't I 
the yaller flowear of the forest? And I am all 
brimstone but the head and ears, wad that's aqua- 
fortis.' Said he, «8tni«^, you are a beauty: and. 
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i^ I kbmv'd ywiij n&nie Pd v«b8r.for you next i 
tion.' Sttd I^ *I?m. that sune* Dainid Cjsockett: 
Yotiukium^ what rkiormade. o(^. I'vegot^lte cI689«t 
flbooth^ rifib, th« bejst "coob 4og» Iku bigguUU-iUui^ 
andt llid* ri^fest raddhg hoT» in. tfae district i 
eattlalimore licknr, fool more varmiBliiy aiid>corf 
eut Mttops mmk than any man you can find in all 
Kentucky/ Said he» ^Good moi^nin', straageiv^-^ 
I'm satisfied/ Said It ' Good moiimn', sir ; I ftel 
ipauch better since our meetin';' Init after I got 
a^ay a piece, I said^ ' Hello, friend, don't forget 
diatTOte/^X 

This; scene, with some slight alteration, has been, 
a^ribttted I tmderstand to an imaginary character^ 
Colonel Wildfire. This I hanre not seen. But 1 
am anwilling tlmt the hard earnings of Colonel 
Crockett should be given to another; 

I beKeve I have said nothing of the religious 
opinions of Colonel Crockett, and perhaps I should^ 
as- a chapter upon religion would be very apfwro- 
{Hfiately situated m a work of thi^ nature ; huit I 
am out of the humour at present, and will oolyr 
observe thi^ I onee heard yoa, upon beia^ invited^ 
x^eiise to go to meeting; aiidthe res^ton he assign^ 
was, Idbat he oaic^ heard ^ pseaeher ataite fosis*^ 
tiireiy diat ^' he Imd seen a snagle sfcalk wilJk thurtg^ 
Ijireo- heads of cabbi^ en it'^ 

Bnt amace flie colonel diefeat fir coqu^bmmi^ 
vKto we h»re heen i^aKttg* ^i^Bnehxia wtk 
h» cane; wqr mmt making^ km 
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exiL SelieviDg that he did not grow rich hst 
^unigfay he loaded a boat with staves, and sat out 
^ ibr New-Qrleajos. In floating down the fatiier of 
waiears^ he one day feU adeep; and the crew» in 
rounding a point in the river, turned the boat 
bottom upwards. They swam to sbcnre; and 
nothicg was seen of the colonel. But when all 
hope was gone, and they least expected it, die 
colonel, hating examined the curiosities at the 
bottom, was seen wading out ! Yes, gentle reader, 
^ walking the waters like a thing of life !" You 
know it would have been extremely absurd to 
bave drowned himself in a stream which he had 
so ofiien waded. Moreover, it would have tended 
1U> render &bulous the exploits oi which hd bad 
so often boasted. He was reserved for a far 
higher destiny. He had to take another elec- 
tioneering tour, and perform divers and various 
feats. 

]jn this age of invention, when the power of 
steam is running the world mad, — ^which is not 
only producing phenomena in mechanics which 
ftiture ages shall wonder at and admire, but which 
perhaps will yet account for the velocity of the 
comets, and even set the solar system in motion, 
and which, when applied to the mind, gives to the 
tongue ar volubility unrivalled-r-in this state of 
things, I say, with steam enough, it is not to be 
wondered at that any man should make a stump 
speech. I therefore will not claim for the colonel 
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ffae priuse which woidd otherwise be his due for 
havii^ often spcrfien until his tongue was tired 
performii^ ita oSiceS|<-^untQ some veteran stumpt 
which stood firm as the rock of ages, though the 
winter winds of a century had howted around it, 
was fatigued with hk weight ; but I will claim for 
him the ingenuity of having discovered that the 
best way to keep his arguments unanswered, 
when his opponent had c<»nmenced a reply, was 
to intimate to the crowd, that down at a spring 
some three or four hundred yards hence, they 
would find a little steam, which so<hi left his 
adversary nothing to address but the weary 
stump to which he had bid adieu. 

No country presents a greater rage for " trip- 
ping on the light fantastic toe," than does the &r- 
away west; Here " belles and matrons, maids 
and madams," all meet with a suitable partner in 
the other sex. You do not fancy, gentle reader, 
that they move with measured steps through a 
gay parterre, or thread the mazy dance in some 
well-illumined hall ? No. Nor do they listen to 
an Italian band, which warUes the soft airs of 
its native country. But with music much more 
sweet — ^the banjo — thrummed by some old trusty 
black ; with a hall whose roof is the star-spangled 
firmament, and whose floor is girded by the limits 
of the forest ; with forms not screwed into fashion's 
mould, nor feet encumbered with light prunellas, 
they trip the fairy dance. Governed by the repub- 
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lican maxim, thftt ^ve are by nature itm and eqisali 
tiiere is no necessity for intfoduetiom. Aai so 
great is the spirit of etieksomfoocbaftion^ that tbey aU 
dance. Whether a kuty soiioite a gentleman, or 
a* gentleman a lady, is » Ooatler ©f indiferenee^ 
Nor can thiis amusement get along altogether 
Tirithbut steam — for there ever turns a Aimaee 
br^ht and ready, from whieh issues a supply su^ 
fieient to keep the baM ia.naolion. 

This is the fttmous bran dance of the west, and 
derives its name from the fitct that the ground h 
generally sprinkledf v^itb tiie htmk of Indian meaL 
Nothing can be more joyM and happy than af 
meeting of this sort. Freed from the trammels ctf 
fashion, they give loose to all the indnlgenee of 
innocent mirth. 

However, when the election came on^ Colonel 
Crockett, so far from being again beaten by two 
votes, was returned by al majority of twenty- 
seven hundred. But t^ kwt a vote which he very 
modi regrett«d^ This was the vote of a Dutch- 
man, who said, •♦Croctett was a clever fellow, 
and be liked hnuy but he eovidn't vote for him^ 
he tell too many tarn hard stories ufmi de IMeb." 
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CHAPTER XII. 

I HAVE before observed, thai there are few men 
-Who possess in the same degree with Colonel 
Crockett the power of gaining men's hearts. And 
the following instance will serve to illustrate my 
remark. 

Colonel Crockett, with a friend, having wan- 
dered off a distance from home, for the purpose of 
hunting, fell in w^ith some dozen persons, utter 
!^trangers, engaged in a spree. Being kindred 
spirits, a union was soon formed ; the bottle was 
passed round, and its frequent circulation brought 
about a free interchange of opinions. The elec- 
tion for congress was at hand; and the company- 
fell to dissecting the character of each candidate. 
{Being violently opposed to Colonel Crockett, they 
treated him widi much severity. Crockett agreed 
with them in all their denunciations, and was 
among the loudest in abusing Crockett. But as 
the spirit began to operate, the company became 
more noisy, and Crockett's suppressed passion 
tegan to tire of . confinement. While he was 
struggling to keep it down, one of the company 
waxing rather warm in his abuse, jumped up and 
<rried out, " I wish Crockett was here. I'd send 
hnn to congress, d — ^n him — Fd kick him so he 
wouldn't know himself." This was more than 

N2 
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flesh and bfood could stand. The wish was hardly 
expressed before, to the astonishment of alL pre- 
sent, Crockett was up with his coat off, in a bo;sdng 
attitude, telling them who he was, and inviting the 
fight. The company, though opposed to Crockett, 
had become much pleased with the two strangers 
who had joined them ; and they unmediately inter- 
posed to prevent the fight. The novel situation 
in which they were placed, and the unexpected 
and ludicrous manner in which the collision had 
been brought about, rendered it an easy matter 
to restore harmony. And to make it perpetual 
Crockett invited the company to go with him to 
a neighbouring store, and take a drink to better 
acquaintance ; saying that he improved upon 
acquaintance, and that the longer they knew him, 
the better they would like him. And so it turned 
out; for at the store they remained for some time, 
carousing and listenir^ to the colonel's anecdotes ; 
until, overpowei*ed by his humour and kindness, 
they yielded with a good grace, and swore that 
they " would live or die in defence of Crockett." 
The store happened to be a precinct for holding 
elections ; and it was observed by many that of 
the twelve men at one time so^ violently opposed 
to him, he lost but a single vote. 

In giving to the public this sketch of the back- 
woods, brief though it may be, I should think I had 
omitted an essential part of my duty were f to fSsdl 
to mention an itinerant class of gentry, now iden- 
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tffied with every new country, whose advenfttif^sr 
are as amusing as they are annoyii^ to its 
inhabitants. I allude to the tribe yclept dock 
Pedlers, whifch term implies shrewdness, intelK- 
gence, and cunning. A pedler, in disposing of a 
clock, feels the same anxiety that a general does 
on the eve of a battle ; and displays as much 
mind in bringing arguments to support his wishes, 
as Bonaparte did on the plains of Waterloo in the 
disposition of his forces. Their perseverance is 
so untiring, and it has been so often crowned with 
success, that a yankee clock now graces every 
cabin throughout the west. And the backwdod9- 
men, even the half*horse, half^Iligalor breed, when 
boasting of their exploits^ always add, ^ I can 
stand any thing but a clock pedler.'* 

Reader, did you ever know a full-blooded yair- 
kee clock pedler? If not, imagine a tall lank 
fellow, with a tfiin visage, and small dark grey 
eyes, looking through you at every glance, and 
having the word trade written in his every action, 
and you will then have an idea of Mr. Slim. But 
to make it clearer, imagine the same individual, 
with a pedler's wagon, and what he would call « 
goodcretur, riding where the roads are smooth, and 
always walking up hill : and, if you will then fill 
up his wagon with yankee clocks, throw in a 
package or two of horn combs, and give hjm a 
box of counterfeit jewelry, he will be ready foF a 
trip. Aye, not only ready for a trip, but rich. 
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jAnd evBry arlidehe paits ^itk, mil cany -with 
at a. hstiog impression of the '^clock pedler." 

'Slim never travelled «« if bound sto any particu^ 
lar place, for he had business with every -manhe 
met, and had an excuse for calling at every house* 
So that, after passing through a neighbourhood, he 
was perfectly-fi^iliar^withthe pecumary concerns 
of every man iii it 

The sun wiw getting low, when Slim, who was 
^travelling the high road, with a perfect knowledge 
ithat there was a tavern about a mile ahead<>f him, 
left it to seek a cabin, which, with a modest but 
jretiring aspect, sliowed itself in the woods attsome 
short distance. The nmoke floating off from a dirt 
chimney, was mingling with the blue ether ; and th^ 
children with loud» laughing voic^, were playing 
in the yard. But. no sooner did they see the dock 
pedler, than there was a race, each striving to hb 
the first bearer of the news, that a gentbman with 
a carriage was coming. 

Slim driving i^p, hailed — and there walked x)ul; 
the proprietor of the cabin. 

"Friend, can't you give a stranger in these 
parts some directions?" 

" 'Bout what, or where ?" 

".Wuh — my horse is tired, and J should like 
myselfto get a pallet." 

" If you had kept the road about a mile further, 
you would have found a tavern: but if you can 
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aroHgb it hece, do eo. My house is always ope& 
to a stranger/' 

SIkaa aceepts the invitatifflivdrttws the wagoit 
into the ^ard, and 'wfafle nfbUng hw '^cretur'^ 
4l0wn,*ckQck)es to himseU*, ^ IVe got that fellow.'' 

.Tfa^ go to the house, take a little whiskey WEid 
nVateT,<eat suf^r, and draw around the 'fire. 

8i]m then makes a dead set to get rid .of one of 
fa» clocks. ^ 

^ Stsasger, what's your name ?" 



"An' what's yowcs?" 

^ Mr. Baine8» I haiv n't shown you isoy adioles 

yet." 

« What sort of articles ?" 

^'I faavie a fine clock that I could spare, and some 
jewelry, and a few combs. They would suit your 
daij^hter there, if they ain't too fine--*but as I got 
a great bargain in 'em, I can sell 'em cheap." 

" Jewelry in these backwoods ! 'Twould, be 
as much out of place on my gal here, as my leather 
hunting-shirt would be on you. And as for a 
clock, I have a good <me — you see it there." 

Slim finds a thousand, faults with it, knows the 
maker — ^never did see one of that make worth a 
four pence ha'-penny — and winds up with, " Now 
let me sell you a clodc worth having." 

" No. I have one that answers my purpose.** 

" Not so bad a k^inning," said Slim to himseK 
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SSok then brings out his horn, or as he calls them, 
his tartaue shell combs, and his counterfeit jewelryr , 
all cf which he warrants to be g)enttUie^*-oyer- 
wfaehns the young lady with compliments upon her 
present appearance, and enlarges upon the many 
additional charms his articles would give her — 
wishes to sell a comb to her mother, who thinks 
one for her daughter will be sufficient. ** Your 
daughter, madam F* Slim would never have sus- 
pected her of being old enou^ to have a daughter 
grown. The mother and daughter b^in to see 
new beauties in the pedler's wares. They select 
such articles as they would like to have, and j(Hn- 
ing with the pedler, they pour forth on <dd Baines 
one continued volley of sound argument, setting 
forth the advantages to be derived from the pur- 
chase. The old man seeing the storm that is about 
to burst, collects within himself all his resources, 
and for a long time parries, with the skill of an 
expert swordsman, the various deadly thrusts 
which are made against him. But his opponents 
-xetum to the charge, in no wise discomfited. They 
redouble their energies. With the pedler in front, 
they pour into the old man volley after volley. 
No breathing time is allowed. H^ wavers — ^faul- 
ters. Flesh and blood catft stand every thing. 
And, as a wall before some well-directed battery, 
his resolution grows weak — ^for a moment totters — 
then falls, leaving a clear breach. Through this 
the pedler ontei's 5 and having disposed of two* 
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tortaUe $keU comb$f and a little daubk r^mtd 
^ti^&y, the women retire from the field of MstioB^ 
and the pedler» taking advantage of the proatistte 
condition of hia adversary, again reiteraties the 
defects in his clock, and concludes witb» ^ Nmc 
let me sell you one cheap.'* 

« No, ril be d— d if you do,** says Balnea. 

(Reader, the only apology for this oath k^ 
would you not have sworn under the same cir- 
cumstances ?) 

Slim disiq[>pear8, but Boon returns bearing ia his 
arms a yankee wooden clock. Baines looks tbonr 
der-struck. 

^ Let me put it up.** 

** No, it's no use." 

^ I know that. I don't want you to buy iL I 
only want to put it up." 

Still asking permission, yet having it denied. 
Slim is seen bustliiig about the room, until, at the 
end of the dialogue, his wooden clock having 
encroached upon the dominions of an old family 
time-piece, is seen suspended with all the beauty, 
yet bold effrontery, of a yankee notion — ^whUe the 
old family time-piece, with a retiring yet conscious 
dignity, is heard to cjry out, '' Oh tempcNra ! Oh 
mores I" And concludes her ejaculations by diun- 
dering anathemas against this modem irruption of 
the Goths. 

Slim having accomplidied so muoh,, draws 
around the fire, and soothes the dd man by di»* 
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^siMSiBg the quality -of hiB^uin. BaiaeB begins to 
go into the miiuiti« of. his fannb^ opevaticm, aad 
fh^dooks strike i^e. 

'^'fiow just notice ttetone of my (^eck. DonH 
you see the diflference ?" 
' ** A man may buy land'here nt-a doUar an-oere." 

^' I4ike alvraj^s to see in a honse a good time- 
jiiece ; it tells us how the day passes." 

^ Wife, had nH we better kiU theft %Btf in 4te 
morning?" 

^EKd you netioe thatolock of mine bad a look- 
ing-glass in it ?" 

Baines proposes to go to bed. Slim alwBys 
likes to retire early ; and, going to4iis apartment, 
cries out, " Well now, old man, 'buy that clock. 
You can have :it upon your own terms. Think 
about it, and give me an answer in the morning." 

« Whait do 1 want with the clock ?" 

** Oh, you can have it upon your own terms. 
Sesides a man of your appearance ought to have 
a good clock. I would n't have that rotten thing 
vof yours. Did you notice the difference when they 
^were striking?" 

Baines going to his room, «ays, ** No, Til 'be shot 
ifrbuyit." 

Soon the house becomes quiet. Slhn collects his 
scattered forces, and makes preparation for -a 
renewal of the attack in the morning. The daugh- 
ter dreams of tortoise shell combs and jewelry. 
'The mdHher, from Mm% compiinient, l)e^ieves tier- 
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self both young and bevulifiil. And tte x^ inan 
icnrer toviis 0v<ar ^bntitfae coniersiof a dookprick 
him in the side. 

Morning comes, and wkblts-iirst Sght Sffim rises, 
feeds his-^cretUTj^afid meetieg wifli.Mr. flednes, 
makbs many ~ inquiries after his heaidi^ etc.;^pe%* 
fesses to be in a hm'ry, and conclodeB^th, ^ Well, 
as rmtrst ndw teave^^hafrsassryoo «boi:rti^thet;lock?'' 
• * Why,'thfft I -don't* want*/* , 

filim bohs iifte the ahamber, vsitBre 4he ladies 
are Bcaroeiy dresddd, after *iK^m>heimabes many 
ihquhfie8--'theti jttmfps into a chair, and vets both 
cledss to striking, ridteuleB the :somid of the old 
men's, -and commences the "vneH-^mnsd attack of 
fl»B Iffljt night, which he teefw up for nearly an 
hour, onfly iiiterrupted by the iBpeated .striking of 
the clo<ifcs. 

They then take a fog-cutter, eat breakfast, aftd 
Slim retnrns to die charge. The old man is utterly 
confounded. SKmsees his advantage, follows him 
over his fanrm, every part of^vrUcfa he admires, and 
which only suppcnrts his argument^ that a man so 
well fixed ought to have a good dock. They return 
to the house, take a little more whiskey and water, 
and Slim is strudk^th the imfHroved appearance 
of die room. , His clock sets it <jfF. 

Slim, cfe^pihg Baines by Ae shoulder, "Well 
now, old genttemen, letjne sell you the clock." 

**But wfaat shall 1 do wiA mme ?" 

** QHHf Vll buy ihat What do ysu ask for it ?** 
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** It ought to be worth ten dollars.^* 

' ^ Mine cost me forty dollars — ^but ^ve me thirty 
to boot, and it's a trade.^ 

« WeB. I believe— No^ I won't h^ve it."* 

** My dear fellow, my clock is fiaostened up now* 
Besictes, you have made me waste all day here — 
you ought to take it** 

Baines does not exactly see how that is — hesi- 
tates- — and Slim fnx)ceeds to take down the old 
clock. It is all over now, the money is paid, and 
Slim is soon ready to leave — but, before going out 
he remarks, ^ It would be as well to leave the old 
clock here, as I shall be back in a day or two.** 
Slim then mounts his wagon and drives off: and 
methuiks I can see the rueful countenance of 
Baines, while gaadng at the wagon until it disap- 
pears. His thoi%hts I leave to the imagination of 
my reader. 

About three years after the happening of this 
event; in passing along, I chanced to call upon Mr. 
Baines. After being seated a few minutes, said I, 
** Stranger, how came you with a yankee clock 
in these wild woods ?" 

'^ Oh, confound the clock," said he, and narrated 
the above story, showing at the same time his old 
clock, which, as yet, had never been called for. 

Colonel Crockett being elected, we have to 
transfer him frc»n the wUds of the forest, where 
his only aim was to compass the ingenuity of wild 
beasts, or master them in deadly struggle, to a 
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scene vrhich required him at ooce to fia^get idl 
fbrmer reeollecttcMOSt and enter upon the perform* 
ance of new duties. We should not» therefore, 
wonder, if the character which had been thus, idly 
thrown aside, should in sonie inadvertent moment 
leap forth, and for an instant claim the ascendency. 
Nor should it be a matter of detraction, if it had 
asserted its ^rights, and claimed for itself entire 
supremacy. For, though opinions may change 
with the wind, the features of a man's character 
are too deeply stamped, to be titered at will. 

So much rubbish has been thrown over the 
character whidi I have attempted to trace, that I 
fear that it ajqiears like an object seen through a 
dark fog, rather indistinct — its outlines are not 
clearly perceptible. I must therefore be pardoned, 
while, for an instant, I set it forth in a clearer li^t. 

To analyze the mind of Colonel Crockett, and 
assign the motives which have prompted him to 
do those particular acts which have given him so 
much notoriety, must fall to the lot of some philo- 
sopher. For myself, I do not feel disposed to dip 
as deeply in metaphysics as would be requisite to 
give this matter a fair elucidation. But I take 
great pleasure in bearmg testimony to the high 
natural endowments of this gentieman ; for I have 
never seen a character, strip it of all adventitious 
circumstances, which I could take more pleasure 
in beholding. Precluded by q^ssity, from all 
intercourse with books — shut out by circumstances, 



i 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JAO SKETCHJIS AN2> 8CCSN3^liGJT2£S OF 

«DlU Iftfe yeaEB> from that species of sdcaaty whidb 
iJoae 'Gpukl hava h^Msfited hioce-he ig jreidiy 

«* JEbua avi8» «t jiinilUaia nigcoq^ c|>8»>;** 

'ittid yet, -at 'the same time, a fine epedmen of 
hman natate* 

Maaymeni^ridHHit the advantages of edocatiiOfi, ^ 
have been great ; but it was reserved for the gea- 
tteman ^ase charaGter I ha^e acteiinpted to 
'ABtdk, bereft of fortune, of education, aad^ of 'the 
•advantages of society, to be taken *wild from the 
woods, -and transferred to ^iie Aoer of a legislatrne 
iiaU. And yet in Colonel Crockett, in ^ttatcharac- 
ter, notwithstaadh^ all his eceentricity, we -find 
maay of those traits which, of duemselvtts, teaneble 
and tidd lustre to our race. Wbat spring cf action, 
ether ^an generosity -the most pure, could have 
dten induced him to breast the storms of winter, 
and force his way through heaps of drifted snow, 
to supply the wants of some poor famished family, 
dependent upon the precarious subsistence of 
bimting, as all families must be, who first make 
war with the forest. Was there anoflier motive, 
for having -often rescued from the hands of an 
officer, by lus own means, the bed of a widowed 
wmnan vrith helpless children ? Was there an- 
other motive, for having often, with his hard eam- 
it^s, purchased a blanket for a suffering soldier? 
What spring ^f action, ether *an a high and 
nofete daring of Boid, could have often pwMnpted 
hhn, at the thev^htfal iiecir of nndni^ when 
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knk)#Qai8d deep m ^ fosesi, to perU .Ms M& <for 
the sake of 9. dgg—fer vthe Bake of that feitiifol 
^animal i^hkh could make no xeguital ? Here 
there was no approving voice of the world ^to 
urge him on — no loud acclamation of a crowd to 
stimulate to action. 

Many a spirit will dare do a deed in the face 
of the world, which rather .than do when alone, 
imseenya^d apart from assistance^'it would crouch 
and fawn like la guilty thing. But,:methinks, it is 
only in a momeiit of this «ost -that the high and 
lofty attiibutes <of our nature ^jexhibit themsehrefi 
as the .true .gift of that>Being;afier whom we were 
fittdiioned. There axe 'jnasy penoiiB ^wfao will 
look upon these trails ief- diaraatBr as mere acts 
of folly ; hut toUihem natuie has OMkedfaeen poor. 
They .never 'felt her more genexGusimpubss. We 
need not* .therefiiae, wonder, when >11iis cfaaxacter 
has been, aaoailedy that presses ;have Jbeen closed 
to his vindioafiony and that'torrenls of abuefe, i^ch 
few in this worldare able.to withstond, have often 
burst upon, him iniill their fury. -Notwithstanding 
this, I do n6t mean to be understood as paying 
that Colonel Crockett is eatively fit for the station 
which he has often filled through the kindness of 
^his constituents ; for the necessary quaHfksationB 
of a representative are various and many, and we 
racely find diem combined in the same individual ; 
yatt'so&r as^the most,perfect frankness of^nmnner, 
an independence of which few can boast, and an 
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honesty of purpose which no <»ie doubts, are con- 
sidered requisites, Colonel Crockett is qualified in 
an*eminent degree. When one suddenly changes 
the faith which for a long time he has professed, 
and is benefited by the change, we may attribute 
to him some improper motive ; but if by changing 
he sacrifices every thing, we must believe it the 
effect of principle, and there is nothing left at 
which even envy can cavil. This was the case 
with him ; but in conversing on the subject, he 
laughs and says, *' I have never changed. I think 
now as I did when I started, but Jackson has 
turned round." " / iiad rather he politically damned 
than hypocriHcally immortalized,*^ is a sentiment 
which would have honoured a far more erudite 
society than that of the backwoods; and those 
gentlemen who have suppoited its author have the 
pleasure of knowing that their votes were confer- 
red on one whose intentions at least were honest 
To test the worth of a man, strip hirii of the acci- 
dental advantages which fortune may have given 
him ; and, pursuing that plan, how few would be 
found superior to the subject of this brief sketch. 
To a person who, like myself, could never behold 
the magic which gave to a man character merely 
because he was rich, or because he was descended 
from some proud family, it is pleasant to contem- 
plate one rising superior to fortune, and possessing 
at the same time the ennobling virtues of our race.. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Colonel Crockett was no doubt highly grati- 
fied by the result of the election. His triumph 
was a forcible proof of the power of native intel- 
lect struggling against opposing circumstances; 
and, anticipating much pleasure in the boundless 
field of enterprise which lay before him, in the 
winter of 1827 he. emerged from the wiM woods 
and occupied a seat in congress. Unacquainted 
with forms, and a stranger to etiquette, his ap- 
pearance gave rise to much amusement. But 
few. persons ventured more than once to entertain 
themselves at his expense. Though rude in speech, 
his repartee never failed of its object. The noto- 
riety which he had d>tained from several speeches 
made before he* reached Washington, rendered 
him conspicuous as an original, and induced almost 
every person to seek his society. 

But in order to keep up the thread of my nar- 
rative, it will be necessary to accompany him on 
his journey from his residence to Washington 
City. "When I left h<»ne," said he, "I was 
happy, devilish, and fiill of fun. I bade adieu to 
my friends, dogs, and rifle, and took the stage, 
where I met with much variety of character, 
and amused myself when my humour prbmpted. 
Being fresh from the. backwoods, my stories 
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amused my companions, and I passed my time 
pleasantly. When I arrived at Raleigh the wea- 
ther was cold and rainy, and we were all dull and * 
tired ; and upon going in the tavern, where I was 
an .entire straEger, I did not feelmorecomforttible, 
for the room was crowded, and the crowd did not 
give way that I .might come to the fire. I felt «o 
mean from being jolted in the stage, I thought I 
had. lather fight than jiot: and I was rooting nay 
way to the fire,,nQt in a good humour, when some 
£eUow staggered up towards me, and cried out, 
* HiBrrah &r Adams.' ^id I, 'Stranger, you had 
bfittor hurrah for ihell, and prai«& your own 
ccmntry.* 

'' Said he, ^Aod ^dio ture you"?' 

*< 'I'm that same J]>avid Credoett, fisesh firom the 
.bookw^iods, faBl&hor8e,half«aIl]gator,a little touched 
with die snapping^tuttle; jcan wade the Mississippi, 
leap the Ohio, ride^ upon a streojc-df lightning, and 
stip without a scxatch downi a hosey locust ; can 
whip my weight.in wild catSf-^and if any gentle- 
mm pleases;, for a ten dollar bill, he may throw in 
a panther,-^hug a bear too close for comfort, and 
eat any man opposed to Jackson.' 

" While I was telling whs^ I could do," said the 
colonel, " the fellow's eyes kept getting larger and 
larger, until I thought th^ would pop out. I 
never saw fellows look as they all did. They 
ckamd the £re for me, and when I got a little 
*wairm, I looked About, but any J^dmns man ^a& 
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^ae;" } askadr Cbhwel CifOiekfftt if he hsd eVer 
used the Ame eaqpreanoiui beferet He s»M, 
^' Never ; that he iblt dec&ish^ and the^r aH pepped 
jflto^ hk head; at the tiine ; and that he aheuid 
never ha'v^ thought of diem again if they had' n't 
gone die rofonde of all the papers;** 

" At Bateigh," ccmilinues the colonet **J Became 
pretty wetf acquainted, and left there for Peters- 
burg, Va., where happening to set hold of a 
newspaper^ the first thing I saw was a pi^ce 
leaded 'Hero of the West,' giving an account of 
my visit to Raleigh. I discovered that it was a 
source bf much amusement ; and, not wishing to 
be known, I determined to obey one of our back- 
woods sayings, * Lay low and keep dark, stranger, 
and prelmps you-U see scMwe fun.' And so I did ; 
fiw I never let any body know who I was until 1 
got to Washington." 

An anecdote is rekted as having happened to 
the colonel somewhere on his route, which par- 
takes strongly of originalky. While at cfinner, at 
some p«ibtic house, where the waiters were very 
officmn m their services, and e:ttremely pc^e to 
the colonel, handing to hiro every tteig on the 
Uiblev among other things they pressed him te 
take some chicken; he declined, begging them 
^if liny cared «y tiling for him to take it away, 
for dM he had been fed upoi cfaickem tnlfl he 
\ nearly featheivdJ* 

He amved it Washiogtoi^ and liftd been there* 
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but a abort time, when he received a note inviting 
him. to dine with the president Vnabcustomed 
to fi»^inality, he did not exactly comprehend its 
meaning* and required of a friend an expkmationy 
which was cheerfully given'; and who also being 
invited, tendered his services to go with the colo: 
nel and introduce him. This wa» done accordingly, 
and propriety of action marked his behaviour. I 
was much struck with his simplicity of manner in 
narrating to me this event '< I was wild fr(xn the 
backwoods," said he, ^ and 1 did n't know nothing 
about eating dinner with the big folks of our coun^ 
try ; and how should I, having been a hunter all 
my life? I had eat most of my dinners upon a 
log in the woods, and sometimes no dinner at all. 
I knew whether I ate dinner with the president or 
not, was a matter of no consequence, for my con- 
stituents were not to be benefited by it. I did 
not go to court tlie piresident, for I was opposed 
to him in principle, and had no favours to ask at 
his hands. I was afi^id, however,,! should be 
awkward, as I was so entirely a stranger to 
fashion ; and in going along, I resolved to observe 
the conduct of my friend, Mr. Verplanck, and to 
do as he did ; and I know," said he, ^ that I did 
behave myself right well." 

The colonel's originality of character induced 
some person to write a humorous yet false ac- 
count of this .dinner scene, winch could never 
have been believed by any person who knew him, 
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but Triiich the colonel thought proper to deny, as 
it was used to his prejudice by his enemies. 

The account alluded to is here inserted, and 
with it the certificates which go to disprove it. 
The colonel is supposed to have returned from 
Washington, after the first winter, ^nd to be at a 
house-raising among his constituents, where» to 
their numerous inquiries Relative to his visit to 
Washington, he gives the following account : 

« The first thing I did," said Davy, " i^er I got 
to Washington, was to go to the president's. I 
stepped into the president's house — ^thinks I, who's 
afeard ? If I did n't I wish I majit be shot. Says 
I, * Mr. Adams, I'm Mr. Crockett, from Tennes- 
see.' * So,' says he, ^ how d'ye do, Mr. Crockett?* 
and he shook me by the hand, although he know'd 
I went the whole hog for Jackson. If he did n't 
I wish I may be shot Not only that, but he sent 
me a printed ticket to dine with him. I've got it 
in my pocket yet. (Here the printed ticket was 
exhibited for the admiration of the whole com- 
pany.) I went to dinner, and I walked all round 
the long table, looking for something that I liked. 
At last I took my seat just beside a fat goose, and 
I helped myself to as much of it as I wanted. But 
I hadn't took three bites^ when I. looked away up 
the table at a man they called Tashi (attache.) 
He was talking French to a w(xnan on t'other 
side of the table. He dodged his head and she 
dodged her's, and then they got to drinking wine 
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ncrosB the table. Bat wton I looked back agai% 
my plale *vr3» gotie,,goi9se ftod^alL* So I^st cast 
ihy e}^s down to f oAe^ead of- the table, and sore 
enoc^, I iieod a white man waikio^ off with 
mjr plate. I sayBj *• Hello, mister, bring back my 
plate.' He fetched it back in a barry^a» you may 
think ; and when* he set it down hefose mOj how 
d;o y^Hi tiiink it wasr?" Licked as dean as nqr 
hand, if it wa&n't I widi I- may be sfcot Says 
he, * What wffl you have, sirr And says I, * You 
may well say that, after stealing my goose.' And 
he began to laugh. Then, says I, ' Mister, laugh 
if you please ; but I don't half Ifte sich tricks up<Mi 
trayellers.' I then fflled my pkte with baccn and 
gi'eens; and whenever I looked up or down the 
table, I held on to my plate with ray left hand. 
When we were all done eating, they cleared 
every thing off the taWev and took away the table* 
cloth* And what do you think? There was 
another clo^ under it. If there wasnt I wish i 
may be £^ot. Then I saw a man coming along 
carrying^ a great glass th^, with a gtass handle 
below, someAo^ hhe a ean<fle*stick. It was stuck 
full of litlle gks» eups^ widt something in liiem 
that looked good 1k> euL S^ys I, ^ Mister, bring 
that thing hefo.' TtuiAs' I^ letV taste* ibemirst* 
They were ra%I^ sweet, and good — so I took 
nx of 'enr. If! didn't I wiA Tnny W ^t.*" 
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Corre^poniewce between Mr. Crockett ef TenTiessee^ 
Mr: Clark' of Kentucky^ arid Mr. VerpUmck of 
NeW'Yorky aU three members of the Home of 
Representatives, 

House of Representatives, \ 
J«n«U7 ad, 18S9. \ 

Dear Sir— Forbearance ceases to be a virtue, 
when it is construed into an acquiescence in false- 
hoods, or a tame submission to unprovoked insults. 

I have seen published and republished in various 
papers of the United States, a slander, no doubt 
characteristic of its author, purporting to be an 
account of my first visit to the president of the 
nation. I have thus long passed the publications 
alluded to with silent contempt. But supposing 
that its republication is intended, as in its origin it 
evidently was, to do me an injury, I can submit to 
it no longer, without calling upon gentlemen who 
were present to do me justice. I presume, sir, 
that you have a distinct recollection of what passed 
at the dinner alluded to ; and you will do me the 
favour to say, distinctly, whether the enclosed 
publication is not false. I would not make this 
appeal, if it were not that like other men I have 
enemies, who would take much pleasure in mag* 
lufying the plain rusticity of my maaners into the 
mofitonpandleledgrossness and indelicacy. I have 
oever ei^oyed tbe advantages which many have 
abused ; but I aai prood to hope, that your answer 
Will show that I have never so far prottituted the 
p 
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humble advantages I do enjoy, as to act the part 
attributed to me. An early answer is requested. 
I am, sir, mo&t respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

DAVID CROCKETT. 
Hon. James Clabk, of Ky. 

A similar request to the above, was conununi- 
cated to the Hon. Mr. Verplanck, of New- York. 

WAsmNGTON CiTT, Jan. 4, 1829. 

Dear Colonel — ^In your letter of yesterday, you 
Tcquested me to say, if the ludicrous newspaper 
account of your behaviour when dining with the 
president, which you enclosed to me, is true ? 

I was at the same dinner, and know that the 
statement is destitute of every thing like truth. I 
sat opposite to you at the table, and held occa- 
sional conversation with you, and observed nothing 
in your behaviour but what was marked with the 
strictest propriety. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 

JAMES CLARK. 

Col. D. Ceockett- 

WASfiiNdTov, Jan. 4» 1899. 

Dear Sir — I have already several times antici- 
pated your request, in regard to the newspaper 
account of your behaviour at the president's table, 
as I have repeatedly contradicted it in various 
ilson^nies where I heard it spoken of. I dined 
there in company with you at the time alluded to, 
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and had, I recollect, a good deal of conversatioii 
.with you. Your behaviour there was, I thought, 
perfectly becoming and proper; and I do not 
recdlect or believe that you said or did any thing 
resembling the newspaper account. 
I am yours, 

GULIAN C. VERPLANCK. ^ 
Col. Crockett. 

That Colonel Crockett should have had to pro- 
duce certificates of his behaviour, is certainly a 
novel circumstance, but tends much to prove how 
various were the attacks, and how wanton the 
abuse which was heaped upon hini. So much 
use vras made by his enemies in his own district, 
of the above publication, that ju$]tice to himself 
induced him unwillingly to appear before the pub- 
lic, in order to vindicate himself from so ridiculous 
|i charge. His rusticity of manner, blended with 
great good humour, frequently gave rise to much 
fun. He was ever the humorous hero of his own 
story, and defended himself from the sallies of his ' 
acquaintances with so much pertinacity, that no 
time, no place, not even the pomp of wealth, nor 
the pride of name, could awe him into silence, 
when jocosely assailed. The following circum- 
stance is a forcible proof of this remark. "After 
the dinner was over," said the colonel, " I, with 
the remainder of the company, retired to the 
&mous ' East Room.' I had drank a glass or two 
of wine, and felt in a right good humour, and was 
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wsJkiiig about gazing at the farmtcnre, and at tfie 
splendid company vjhh which it was tBed^ I 
noticed that many persons observed me ; and jott 
at diat time, a youi^ gentleman stepped up to me 
and said, ' I presume, sir, you are from tl^ ba<^« 
woods?' 

« Yes sir." 

, " A friend whispering to me at the time, said it 
was the president's son ; and as I had never been 
introduced to him, I knoVd he wanted to have 
aome fun at my expense, because, after I spoke the 
first word, you might have heard a pin drop. Ail 
was silence. So I thought I would keep it up. 
Mr. A. then asked me, ' What were the amuse- 
ments in the backwoods.' 

" Cfc," said I, " fun aUve there. Our people are 
all divided into classes, and each class has a par- 
ticular sort of fun; so a man is never at a loss, 
because he knows which class he belongs to." 

** * How is that?' " said Mr. A. 

" We have four classes," said I, " in the back> 
woods. The first class have a ts^le widi some 
green truck on it, and it's got pockets ; and tfaey 
knock a ball about on it to get it into the pockets," 
(billiard table,) ^and they see a mighty heap of 
fiin. They are called the quality of our cocutry, 
but to that dass I don't belong." ' 

"^ Then there is the second class," said L ""Tkey 
take their rifles and go cot about sunrise, and pot 
vp a board with a Uaek iq)Ot on it, about a huo* 
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dped yards oS, mni tbey shoot from nMonmg tHI 
Bigfat for any tfabg you please. They see a 
n^^ty heap of fun too ; and I teU you wfaat^ I am 
mighty hard to beat as a second rate hand in that 
class." ' 

^ The third cbtsay" said I» '^ is composed of our 
Kttle boys. They go out about light with their 
bows and arrows, and put up a leaf against a tree, 
and shoot from morning till ni^ for persimons, 
or whortleberries, or some suK^h dnng ; and they 
aee a n^bty heap of fun too." 

"^Bot the fourth class," said I,*" oh, Uess me! 
they have fun. This is composed of the women, 
and all who choose to join them. When they 
want a frolic, they just go into the woods and 
scrape away the leaves, and sprinkle the ground 
with corn bran, and build some large light wood 
fires round about, raise a banjo, and begin to dance. 
May be, you think they don't go their death upon 
a jig> but they do, for I have frequently gone there 
the next morning, and raked up my two hands full 
of toe nails." 

" By the time," says the colonel, " I had finished 
giving an account of our amusements, the whole 
house was convulsed with laughter, and I slipped 
off and went to my lodgings." 

I asked him, what prompted him to tell the 
above story? 

He said, that "most persons believed every 
thbg which was said about the backwoods, and 

P2 
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he thought he would tell a good story while he was 
at it Besides," said he, ** the olject in questioning 
me at such a place was to confhse me, and laugh 
at my simplicity, and I thought I would humour 
the thing." » 

The above scene gave rise to much amusement, 
and considering the company in whose presence 
it occurred, it is certainly without a parallel. And 
nothing could give a more forcible proof of the 
most perfect independence of character — perfectly 
at home in the presence of a president, foreign 
ministers, senators, congress-men, and the polished 
ladies of Washington City. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

As a member of congress, Colonel Crockett was 
ever at his post, faithful and assiduous in his atten- 
tion to the welfare of his constituents ; and his 
great personal popularity rendered him a vatua* 
ble representative to his district. He who con- 
sumes most time, and makes most noise, is rarely 
a serviceable member. But he attends to the 
interests of his constituents, who, without wasting 
time in idle declamation, is ever at his post, voting 
upon all subjects which in any manner affect the 
people of his district. A political life of this nature 
would merely form a tissue of dry details, unin* 
teresting and unnecessary, save as a work of 
reference. 

Although possessed of many requisites for a 
representative, it is not his political life which has 
given him so much notoriety, but his talent for 
humour and originality. As a boon companion, no 
one stood higher than Colonel Crockett ; and his 
conduct has been often characterized by acts of 
generosity, which reflect much credit upon him as 
a man, and lustre upon the state of society in 
which he originated. Few persons, with the same 
means, have ever performed more acts of kind- 
ness, and still fewer with so perfect a disregard to 
all future recompense. Were it proper^ these 
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remarks might be illustrated by private anecdotes, 
which would place the character of Colonel 
Crockett in a very fair light / It has become cus- 
tomary in the common publications of the day, to 
make every backwooiWan rant and rave in 
uncouth sayings, and in new coined w<H'ds, diffir 
Gult of pronunciation. Thi& being done, the clm- 
racter is finished, and the hero turned loose, as a 
genuine son of the wild woods. Nc^hing can 
argue a greater ign(»rance of the true character 
of a backwoodsman, than a sketch of this nature* 
I have before remarked^ that so &r firom tUs being 
true, they express themselves in the aizifdest lan- 
guage posoble. The most extravagant ideas they 
clothe in the simplest words, and delight us by 
quaintness of expression and ooriginality of concep- 
tion* If there be any one distii^oishing feature in 
their character, it is a generosity and noU^oess of 
apul, seldom met with in a more polished society. 
/Did I want a friend who would stick by me 
through all the trials of adversity in life, give me 
a backwoodsman, a stranger to form and fashicxi, 
who, uncorrupted by intercourse with the world, 
has held conununion only with his own heart, and 
worshipped God only in the beauty of nature. 
Though their rusticity may often give rise to 
amusement, yet there is a high and lofty bearing 
in their deportment. They have been so long 
companic«is with danger, that they become stran- 
gers to fear. They have nothing to conceal, and 
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are consequexitly frank in their mamiere. It would 
i)e difficult to hire an inhabitant of a polished city 
4o do, what a backwoodsman first did from neces* 
sity, and habit afterward raiders familiar. To 
fideep in the wild woods apart from assistance, with 
jao EQuaic save the hungry howling of the beasts of 
the forest, and to cro&s rivers whose depth is un- 
Jknown, at .all seasons of the year, form but small 
items in the life of a backwoodsman. To me it 
seems, that a determined^'purpose of mind is a 
part of their cteracter. Often have I been struck 
with their fearlessness, upon seeing them in the 
most inclement season ride their horses into a 
«t]!«am, careless of its depth or hidden dangers, 
and force thek* way acros^ 

In sketching the life of Colonel Crockett, we 
find so much levity, good sense, good humour, 
^nd such a propensity for fun, that his character 
is offen ^seen in different lights. Yet, I think, any 
person may recognise the original from the pictm:c 
drawn. The following circumstance shows a sin- 
gular conception of ideas. 

During the colonel's first winter in Washington, 
a caravan of wild animals was brought to the city 
and exhibited. Large crowds attended the exhi- 
bition ; and, prompted by common curiosity, one 
'evening Colonel Crockett attended. 

^* I iiad just got in," said he : " the house was 
very much crowded, and the fir«t thing I noticed 
mas two wild cats in a cage. Some acquaintance 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



178 SKETCHES AND ECCENTRICITIES OF 

asked me ' if they were like the wild cats in the 
backwoods V and I was looking at them, when 
one turned over and died. The keeper ran up 
and threw some water on it. Said I, ' Stranger, 
you are wasting time. My looks kills them things; 
and you had much better hire me to go out here, 
or I will kill every varmint you've got in your 
caravan.' While I and he were talking, Ihe lions 
began to roar. Said I, ^I won't trouble the 
American lion, because he is some kin to me, but 
turn out the English lion — turn him out — ^tum him 
out — I can whip him for a ten dollar bill, and the 
zebra may kick occasionally during the fight.' 
This created some fun ; and I then went to another 
part of the room, where a monkey was riding % 
pony. I was looking on, and some member said 
to me, * Crockett, don't that monkey favour Gene- 
ral Jackson V * No,' said I, * but I'll tell you who 
it does favour. It looks like one of your boarders, 

Mr, , of Ohio.' There was a loud burst of 

laughter at my saying so ; and, upon turning round, 

I saw Mr. ,of Ohio, within about three feet 

of me. I was in a right awkward fix ; but I bowed 
to the company, and told 'em, ' I had either slan- 
dered the monkey, or Mr. , of Ohio, and if 

they would tell me which, I would beg his pardon.' 
The thing passed off; and next morning, as I was 
walking the pavement before my door, a member 

came up to me, and said, * Crockett, Mr. — , 

of Ohio, is going to challenge you.' Said I, * WeH, 
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tell him I am a fighting fowl. I 'spose if I am 

challenged I hare the right to choose my wea*- 

pons V « Oh yes,' said he. * Then tell him,' said 

I, * that I will fight him with bows and arrows.' " 

There was another circumstance occurred while 

Colonel Crockett was in Washington, which goes 

fer. to show how perfectly a stranger to every 

thing like fashion he is. A young gentleman of 

worth and respectability had been paying his 

addresses to a daughter of Colonel Crockett ; and 

having obtained her consent, wrote to her father 

in Washington, requesting his permission that 

they might be married. The colonel, approving 

the match, wrote in answer to his letter the 

foUowing laconic reply : ' 

" Washinoton, ■ ^— — . 

Dear Sir : 

I received your letter. Go ahead. 

DAVID CROCKETT." 

I have never known a character more free from 
restraint under all circumstances, or more truly 
independent, than Colonel Crockett. After the 
adjournment of congress, the colonel returned 
home ; and he who but a short time before had 
been mixing with the fashion of our own and of 
foreign countries, and representing a district com- 
posed of seventeen counties, in the congress of 
one of the first nations upon earth, might then be 
found with a hoe or plough, labouring for the 
subsistence of his family. What a beautiful com- 
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nezAaiy k im dlectiaQ upm mxr xepdbliGin insti- 
tcftionis! M^ only a pcoof Aat the poveer of oor 
ingtiti^ons k 'derked ^directlf feom llie people, 
but ^ttt an example of the easy accets of the 
bmnblegt individii»l to the ht^ietft offices within 
die gift of our ^overHment— ^at he, mhaok the 
gatelUtes of a^egal govennoent woold despise for 
his povierty — that ihe, nrhose daily laboDr in the 
field was Te<|ciiFed to prervide Ike necessaries of 
life for a family — ithat he, eaitirely juneifaoated, 
idiould, because Ihe people mlled It, he called 
upon to represent pessosK of weahh, of ftonily 
influence, and of education: not :a greater mark 
of their power, tlian that Jaie whom laur semtc Imd 
degraded, should be chosen by the people to pre- 
side over the same body. 

In attending to the duties of his fimsi, and in 
hunting, when the season permitted, Colonel 
Crockett spent his time between the meetings of 
43ongress. Having gathered in his com, and pro- 
vided for the wants of his family, the time drew 
near for him to return to Washington. For a 
change of scenery, he determined to take the 
steam-boat as far as Wheeling, and, accompanied 
by several friends, he went down to Mill's Point 
for that purpose. There they had to wait «Qme 
time for a boat. There was likewise a young 
gentleman present, who was waiting to go down 
the river. At length a boat appeared, descending 
the river. The young gentleman raised a ^agnal 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COLONEL SATIB CROCKETT. IM 

and hallooed, but all in Tain. The boat swept 
gracefully by, heedless of bis cnes. Cobnel 
Crockett having witnessed the scene, and seeing 
the situation of the young man, turned to him— 
" Stranger, do you know what I would have done 
with that boat if I had been in your jdace ?" 

" No. What could you have done ?** 

«<Well, I'll tell you what Pd have done. I 
would just have walked right on board of ber, 
ti^en her by the billy and have dipped her under. 
B — ^n 'em, they are all afiraid of me upon these 
waters, but they don't know you. You'll see when 
I speak to ^em if they don't obey mse." 

it was but a short time before a boat was seen 
^^tmggling up against the current. The colonel 
raised his ilag, and upon nearing the point where 
he stood, the boat curved beautifully round,and in 
a few moments was iyipg at the shore waiting for 
her passenger. The colonel seeing the young 
man said, "Stranger, didn't I tell you so. You 
see they are afraid of me." Colonel Crockett had 
become so notorious, that the boats were all anx- 
ious to get him as a passenger. He was an inex- 
haustible fountain of fun to every company in 
which he happened to be thrown. 

During their passage uplhe river, a small com* 
pany had assembled around the colonel at the 
bow of the boat ; and while there the machinery 
got out of order, and the boat began to go along 
with the current. 

Q 
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" Heave anchor,** cries the captain. 

" Hold," cries Crockett. " Pay me for the wood 
you would burn, and I will get out and tow her 
up ; and for double price, I will take her over the 
fells." 

He then went on to Washington, where he 
remained until congress adjourned. 

Colonel Crockett's term of service having ex- 
pired, he again announced himself as a candidate 
for congress. The character which he had ac- 
quired for eccentricity, organized a powerfiil op- 
position against him, and no^one ever entered the 
field against greater odds. He was caricatured in 
the shape of almost every living wild animal, and 
his innocent ebullitions of humour were gravely 
arraigned against him. Every species of vitu- 
peration was showered upon him, but without 
effect. He was too deeply seated in the affections 
of his constituents. Living among them as poor 
as the poorest, in a hut the work of his own hands, 
his interest was perfectly identified with their's. 
He was their companion under all circumstances. 
He hunted with them, or if his assistance was 
wanted he was ready to cut logs, and help a friend 
to put up his cabin, help him to dig a well, and^ 
out and atU, and then he was ready to divide his 
meat and bread with him. No friend ever asked 
a favour which could be granted, that was denied. 
To confer a favour always gave him a pleasure ; 
and it was this innate love of conferring benefitSi 
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which served to render him so popular. Nothing 
could be more perfectly original, and at the same 
time more humorous, than his mode of getting rid o( 
the various charges which were preferred against 
him. And indeed his manner shows, that he was 
possessed of more goodliumour than falls to the lot 
of most of us. 

As a husband, no one can be more kind and 
indulgent thai^ the colonel. As a father, he is not 
only afiectionajp, but even a oompanion for liis 
children. Yet notwithstanding these circum- 
stances, the malevolence of some person originated 
a report that he was unkind to his wife, that she 
had most of the labour to do, and that he would 
not even give her shoes. The report was entirely 
false, and gave the colonel no concern. Indeed, 
the vilest slander, when entirely destitute of truth, 
gives us much less concern than one of «a much 
milder nature, founded, though remotely, on fact. 
At some public gathering the report was told to 
the colonel, who, with the utmost good humour, 
said it was a lie — that his wife neither wanted for 
shoes, nor did she have much work to do, for that 
he always gave her his old boot legs to make 
shoes of, and cut up wood enough when he went 
to "Washington to last her till he got back. Pur- 
suing a plan of this sort, so entirely new, nothing 
disconcerts him. And that circumstance, indeed, 
which occurs in his presence, must be a singular 
one which he does not turn to his advantage. 
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JSelieving that honest poverty is no crinie, he is 
Aot ashamed of his circumataaces, and frequently 
alhides to them in some amusing manner. 

In the sexstion of couxrtry in whidi Coloori 
Crockett Eves, there are very few slaves. Almcwt 
every man has to labour for the subsistence of hk 
family. Many of his constituents are pooff, yet 
they live comfortably^ and ai^ happy and cheer- 
ful ; and there is a greater interchai^ of neigh- 
bourly acts among the citizens of^s cUstriot, than 
I have seen any where in tiie west. To an ngrJr 
culturist who wishes to get ridoi, the Western 
District holds out few advants^s, on account of 
the feilure which has marked the cotton crop &r 
several years past It is too far north for cotton^ 
but is an excellent grain and corn country. £ut 
to one who has a family dependent upon tus own 
exertions, and who would be content to live com- 
fortably, no country presents more advantages 
than does the north-'westem part cf the state of 
Tennessee. The soil is light, very pcoductive, 
and easy of cultivation, and you there meet widi 
good water, which is rarely to be found in tiie 
more settled parts of the district. The country is 
very much intersected with rivers, which .flow into 
the Mississippi, and which, when they are cleared 
out and their navigation improved, will render 
land in that aeoticm of country very vahiable. 

Colonel Crockett was acquainted with the situa- 
tion of his constituents. They had settled upon 
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puUic laiMb lyk^ waste and uncidtivated — they 
bad improved thei» — they had rendered them 
Baore valuable by naalgii^ roads and building 
bridges^ and rendering that aecticHi of country 
accessible to the more settled parts of the west-— 
they had breasted all the dangers and difficulties 
attendant upon settling a new country — ^they had 
laboured under so many disadvantages^ that the 
colonel thought their daims i^n the justice and 
ekmency of the general government were c^ a 
h:^h order. And to place those lands widim the 
reach of every citizen of his district, that hs mig^t 
provide a home for hioiaelf md funily, was with 
bim an overruling paasioa. His attention was 
directed dosely to thk subject while in coogreai^ 
and it was so managed by him» that if in his zeal 
for the wel&re of his constitusits, he had ndt 
asked too much» he might have conferred upcHi 
them a sensHble benefit^and have givoi them thdr 
lands at a much less price than perhaps any fiiture 
refHresentative will be aUe to do. If in this matter 
however he erred^ his error must be attributed to 
hiSi wishes for the weUisure of his constituents^ and 
to a firm belief oa bis part that his views were 
correct, and that at some future day he would 
bring his favourite scheme to bear. 

The above subject generally f<»rmed a part of 
his dbcourse in his public harai^ues, or his toar 
talks^ as electioneering speeches are called in the 
west. He also frequent^ diacusses and gives bm 
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views upon questions affecting the general interests 
of our country. He has ever been a strong friend 
to internal improvements ; and as will be seen, it was 
this subject which afterward induced him to with- 
draw his support from General Jackson. As a 
speaker, Colonel Crockett is irregular and imme- 
thodical in the arrangement of his discourse. He 
seizes upon whatever comes first, which he ex- 
presses in bold and strong terms. His language, 
though rude and unpolished, is forcible ; and his 
discourse is pleasing from the humour and singular 
comparisons which pervade it, and from the nu- 
merous anecdotes with which he illustrates his 
subjects. His electioneering tour was arduous 
and laborious, yet he surmounted all difficulties ; 
and the result of the election showed that he was 
returned to congress by a majority of thirty-five 
hundred votes. Thus, so far from losing ground, 
he had actually gained upon the affections of Mn 
constituents. 

The election being over, the colonel returned 
home to cultivate-his littie field of com ; and when 
leisure permitted, again sought the company of 
his dogs and rifle. He has been so long wedded 
to hunting, that it now seems a part of his busi- 
ness. An old hunter never forgets the sound of 
the horn, but even when too old to join in the 
chase, its cheering voice gives animation to his 
weather-beaten frame, and carries him back to 
youthful iscenes, where, in the rapture of the mo- 
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ment, he forgets that he is no longer young. None 
but a hunter can tell how the heart swells at the 
joyous sound of the horn, or how it dances with 
delight at the approach of an animating chase, or 
how elastic the step and how buoyant the feelings 
when one rises with the first dawn of light, and 
sallies forth to hunt the deer, or rouse from his 
lair the more hated beasts of the forest. Bears, 
panthers, wild cats, and wolves, create much 
excitement for the hunter. The first are hunted 
principally as a matter of profit ; the latter, be- 
cause they are very destructive to hogs and 
sheep, and also because they have frequently been 
known to attack individuals when alone and apart 
from assistance. An attack ScoiA wild animals 
east of the Mississippi river is now somewhat a 
rare circumstance; but you can scarcely meet 
with an old hunter who is not able to tell you of 
some desperate struggle, or hair breadth 'scape* 

I believe there is no animal so willing to attack 
the human species as our common panther. When 
irritated by hunger it is reckless of ccHisequ^ices, 
and makes its attacks under all circumstances. 
While travelling through the late Choctaw pur- 
chase, I stopped with a Mr. Tumbull, an old 
settler, who amused me with many anecdotes con- 
nected with the wildness of the country; and 
among others, with an account of a fight he had 
had with a panther, marks of which he now carries, 
and will carry to his grave. 
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He had built a cabin at scHne dialance in the 
woods, and had but lately taken poesessioQ of it, 
irben eiiJ&og by a good fire oa a damp, rainy 
ereniog, he was endeavouring to quiet his child, 
wfakh was crying, and for that purpose placed it 
upon his shoulder, and walked his apartmeut. 
The door was open, and he turned to it to examine 
the weather, when a panther» attracted perhaps 
by the cries of the child, sprung upon him, fasten- 
ing its fore claws in his head* and its Und claws 
HI his thighs; Mr. TumbuU» who is full six feet 
hi^ krge and museolar, dropped his chfld, and 
bdng witbout anns» seized the panther by the 
thnMt with ixa^ hand, and with the otisier bugged 
kekiaer to hin^ and then fell on the floor so as to 
keep the panther at bottom. At first he said he 
ooidd feel its claws workiiig their way into his 
flesdiy but the strong grasp winch be bad on its 
throat soon caused it to loosen its hold, and he 
Aes, retaining his grasp» dragged it to the fire, 
which was burning brightly, and threw it in* Tbe 
ptttkher upon beii^ so roughly treated, endea- 
▼otxred to escape out <rfthe chimney • Whenever 
it woidd attempt to spring out, be would pull it 
back by the taiL He pursued this plan untU it 
was disaUed from the fire» and then seizing his 
axe, knocked it in the head. His wife was pre- 
sent and a witness of the scene, but so much 
alarmed as to be unable to raider any assistance. 
Exclusive of this, he was CHuce, when ridiiig with 
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a friendt fNmoed Mnne distanoe hj « puidier. 
Hey prepared for battle, and k ftdkyvved them 
for some distanoe leeldiig an oppoTtunitjr, though 
it did not make an attack. Tl^ir general mode 
of attack is to conch themselves upon a tree, and 
spring off npon whatever comes near them. I 
heard a hunter say, that he had once seen as many 
as five panthers in view, on the trees adjonrii^ a 
large salt lick, where they were waiting to spring 
xipon deer. 

The following anecdote was narrated to me as 
having actually occurred. There lived in die 
west three brothers, John, Dick, and Bill, lamed 
for their propensity for quarrel and love of fat- 
ing. They invariably attended every public place, 
and elicited a %ht if there was a possible chance. 
And what was very remarkable, the oldest brother 
present would always claim the privilege of fight- 
ing, though a younger one might have brought 
about die quarrel. So steadfastly was this privi- 
lege adhered to, that Bill, the younger, never 
could have a fight, but would often cry and say, 
** that his brothers wouldn't let him have a fight, 
thou^ he believed he was a better man llian any 
of 'em.** He was so anxious to try his prowess, 
and be^ed so hard for a chance, that it was 
agreed among them, tlmt tiie next fight which 
«ould be raised should beloi^ exclusively to Wi. 
Not long after this determnation, S<Am and tSU 
went out upon a hui^iiig excursioiv Tbey had 
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wanderod about for some time in tbe woods, when 
atoppiiig to rest, they discovered a panther coached 
upon a limb, and in the act of springing upon them. 
Before John, iniio had the rifle, could shoot it, it 
liad lit upon Bill, who drew from its sheath his 
bunting-knife, and with Ins hands and feet com- 
menced a desperate fight The panther would no 
sooner light upon him, than its hold was cut loose, 
ndiich rendered it frantic, and for a long time they 
each fought with all the spirit of desperaticm. 
During this scene, John, the oldest brother, stood 
by, leaning carelessly on his rifle, apparently an 
unconcerned spectator of the fight. The fight was 
still prolonged. Bill's clothes were stripped from 
him, and he with the panther literally besmeared 
with blood. Fortunately Bill's knife found its way 
to the panther's heart, and freed him from his 
antagonist. This was no sooner done, than naked, 
his body streaming with blood from the nails of 
the panther, he ran up to his brother John to take 
vengeance for his not having assisted him ; who 
only laughed, and told him of the promise which 
he had exacted, that the first fight which could be 
raised should belong exclusively to him ; sajing 
at the same time, ^ it had been a beautiful fight — 
that Bill had given good evidence of manhood, 
and had acquitted himself with great credit." The 
compliment was pleasing to Bill. He went to a 
branch,* washed the blood from his body, bor- 
*Ia the Mttth and west, email etreams are called Sraneheg. 
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rowed some of his brother's clothes, and ev^ after- 
ward thanked him for being permitted to win finr 
himself so much fame. Bill was at once exalted 
above his brothers, and ever afterward retained 
his reputation. For he who had whipped a pan- 
ther at feir fight, could never get a chance of losing 
his hard-earned fame by %hting with a man. 

Wild cats also have frequently been known to 
attack persons. The blowing story was told to 
me by a gentleman cognizant of the circumstances. 
A person who had removed from the east to our 
western forests, had selected a site for his resi- 
dence, and was engaged in putting up the neces- 
sary houses for a settlement His negroes at 
night were encamped at his door, and it happened 
that while they were preparing their supper a 
wild cat sprung upon an old negro woman, one of 
the group, and though her cries speedily brought 
assistance, they were scarcely able to preserve 
her life. It was several times beaten off, but 
strange to tell, returned, and. each time sought 
her from the crowd as its victim. Wolves abound 
in large numbers throughout the west, but the set- 
tlements have become so thick, that they rarely 
now venture to attack individuals. It is Some- 
what remarkable that though you may hear innu- 
merable wolves at night, you very rarely see 
them during the day. I have ofiten heard okl 
huntQrs remark this ; and I suppose it is owing to 
the circumstance that their sense of smelling is 
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Tery acute, ivUch enables diem to elude their 
eaeBoaetL Farther, as a procrf* of thor aagackjr, 
they generally tntfel constaH(ly in wmdy wealher, 
and aiwasn against the mnd, by which means 
diey are able to detect an enemy before k 
approach^ them, trusting to their heels should 
they be pursued. It is idle to hunt them vnih 
dogs, for diey never tire, but hare been known to 
calch and eat a dog out of the very pack which 
was pursuing than. A panther, though more 
ferodons, will flee from a dog, and is easily treed. 
These are some of the circumstances which. 
Maided wi^ the wild appearaxice of the country, 
create somudi interest to the traveller, and really 
render a trip to the unsettled portions <^ the west 
a delightful recreation to one tired of a city life. 
But exclusive of the game above enumerated, you 
find occasionally a few elk, and every species of 
game common to our country. Partridges, phea- 
sants, woodcocks, and turkeys, abound in large 
numbers — for a genuine scm of the backwoods 
rarely condescends to molest them. Nor must I 
forget the many species of ducks which infest our 
western waters in great numbers, and easily fell a 
prey to the hunter. The prairies, in some parts 
of ^e west, and the barrens, in other parts, form 
the best huntii^ groonds ; and they are so exten- 
sive and opra, that nothing ooi:U afford a fairer 
field to die sportsman. Having beai raised in 
one of the oldest stales m the unioo, wfaeie my 
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aadbilm nev^er rote b^ier than to s4of> the vrood- 
oook in hk cirelk^ &%hty or bring the paitddge 
tBMiMif^ to the ^^uiid, my spirits danoed witb 
ddigkty when as a hunter I first trod our western 
jbrests/whejRe instead of meeting with some lone 
bird lamentkkg the loss of its mate, to whom the 
deadly shot of the sportsman would give relief, I 
roused the boundiiig deer from its covert, or drove 
before me, in wide extended fields, clouds of birds, 
from morning until night. My fondness for shoot* 
ing small game, such as turkeys, partridges and 
woodcocks, gave the old hunters much amuse- 
ment; and they laughed at me with the same 
pleasure that an old weather-beaten tar does at a 
landsman just seeking the ocean for his home. 
The habits of tlie wild pigeon have long been a 
subject of much curiosity. The great numbers iit 
which they appear, and the lingular propensity that 
they have to roost together, have for some time 
been a source of speculation. They frequently 
fly as much as eighty miles to feed, and return to 
their roost the same evening. This was proved 
by shooting them at their roost of a morning when 
their craws were empty, and then shooting them 
again in the evening when they returned. Their 
craws were then found fiUed with rice, and it was 
computed that the nearest rice^eld could not be 
within :a less distance than eighty miles. I have 
often seen fiigeoa roosts in the oider states, but 
Ihey scarcely gave an idea of oae in the we^ I 
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liaTe seen a cloud of those birds cover the horizon 
in every direction, and consume an hour in passing. 
And near a roost, from an hour before sunset until 
mne or ten o'clock at night, there is one continued 
roar, resembling that of a distant water-fall. A 
I roost frequently comprises one hundred acres of 
land ; and strange, though literally true, as can be 
attested by thousands, the timber, even though it 
be of the largest growth, is so split and broken by 
4be immense numbers which roost upon it, as to be 
■rendered entirely useless. There are few persons 
hardy enough to venture in a roost at night. The 
constant breaking of the trees renders it extremely 
dangerous ; and besides there is no necessity for 
shooting the birds, as the mere breaking of the 
limbs kills many more than are taken away. A 
pigeon roost in the west resembles very much a 
section of country over which has passed a violent 
hurricane. Wolves, foxes, etc., are constant atten- 
dants upon a pigeon roost. < 
It is as a hunter that I like most to dwell upon 
the character of Colonel Crockett, for in that 
capacity he is really great. I do not know that I 
ever'enjoyed more pleasure than I did during my 
first hunt with him. The character he had ob- 
tained, the great quantities of game he had killed, 
and the sagacity of his dogs, all of which had often 
in my presence been the theme of conversation, 
<:reated a restless anxiety on my part at once to 
mingle with him in the chase, and be a witness 
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of his far-|uned skill. So, having determioed on 
the following morning to take an elk hunt, we 
cleaned our guns, prepared for the chase, and with 
pleasant conversation whiled away the early part 
of the evening. I then retired to bed, feasting on 
anticipation, and even anxious to annihilate time. 
At last the heavy night passed away and morning 
came, and with it came hope, and happiness, and 
buoyancy of spirit. I arose and went out ; the 
colonel was already up, and seizing an old horn 
which swung from the logs of the cabin, he sounded 
it until the woods seemed alive, while echo an- 
swered to its joyous notes. Then the dogs which 
were scattered about the yard rose from then: 
couches, yawned, stretched themselves, and lent 
their deep toned voices to its cheering sound. 
i The morning was not more beautiful than usual. 
The sun bounded up into the heavens, and tinged 
with its golden beams the tops of the forest; but 
this it had often done before, and yet I thought 
nature never looked so cheerful, so lovely. Happy 
myself, I saw every thing only through the medium 
of my own feelings. I did not think that the music 
which had so many charms for me was bu^ the 
death note of preparation for the execution of 
some noble elk, or panting stag. While my heart 
thrilled with pleasure at the scene before me, I 
did not recollect that every blast which floated 
off, carried with it to quaking hearts the idea of a 
long and weary chase, a certain yet protracted 
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dfefitk However, fifiy feelings Ton bot« dM>it £110 
in this strain. The arrival of «efv<aral of "te ne^a^b- 
bonrs with then: dogs, who had 4)ee& invited to yna 
i», — their rifle-'guRft and accoatremeiits, their wiU 
(Bud picturesque dresses, and the tumultuous baik* 
fi^ of the dogs, infosed into us only animatiOBy 
Stnd a desire for the chase. So having obtained 
our breakfast, we were soon on foot, moving mer- 
rily forward to a small hunicane, which had been 
agreed upon for a driye. The time consumed in 
arriving there we whiled away by the narration 
of anecdotes and sage prophecies, with regard to 
our probable success. 

Having also settled among ourselves the way 
that the elk, if roused, would run, I selected for 
myself a stand, with a certain expectation of a 
shot. Colonel Crockett selected a small opening 
within sight of me, and the remainder of the 
hunters stationed themselves at different points of 
ibe hurricane. We were then ready. The sound 
of the horn, and the cheering hark of the driver, 
told us that he had already entered the hurricane. 
For some time all was quiet, and nothing broke 
in upon the stillness of the scene, save the " look 
ahout^^hark about dogs^^ from the lips of the 
driver. Time never seemed to me to move so 
heavily; and weary, i seated myself, where in 
fancy I listened to the cry of the dogs, and killed 
many a noble elk, as he bounded by me. But this 
Elusion lasted not long before I was waked up by 
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of€tQ)ed ia lo&g yeU^, al irregular iatervaJs^ ami 
slowly they appeared to^move thifougb tte ttmgted 
tluckeV-tbea bursi forth one long,, loud roar» as 
ttu&y daahed oSf and swept throu^ the ^^ood^t like 
the, Uast of a tofoado. "^ He's up» he's uf>»" with 
a loifld wboop» was shouted from the lips of th^ 
drirer, and the woods re^ecb^d with the roar of 
the dogs* TremUiog with an^dety I jumped up 
&qA eockecl my gai^^ expecting every moment to 
see the elfc. I turned toward* Cotonel Crockett. 
He was W^iaaging idly agaiost aa old beech tree, 
his rifles leacuDg a^ainsi it» and he apparently an 
laaeoacemed spectator of ^ seene. 

For socae oxocaeats it was difficult to tell whkh 
way ibe dogs were running, — ^then their noles 
becasEie; famterv and my heart, grew sick ^^le I 
thoi^t tliey were leaving me. They i^etched 
on until Aey were ahnost lost to the ear. They 
eurded, they tacked, they were at fault. I heard 
them coming, and my heart grew glad as th^ 
music increased. Another moment,— with wide- 
stretched eyes I looked in every direction, — and 
all was stiU, though the dogs were circling near 
me. ColcHiei Crockett, calm and unmoved, now 
held Us rifle — ^the bushes crack, his leaps are 
heard^-i-'tis the elk that's coming. The colonel 
shrunk behind a tree, and raised his rifle. The 
game is in view— not an elk, but a lovely stag is 
bounding by us* Colonel Crockett bleated--^-Ae 

R2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



198 SKETCHES AKD ECCENTRICITIES OF 

Stag was deceived, it stopped, and with panting 
sides and lofty head, looked wildly round. I raised 
my rifle; the colonel's rung through the forest, 
and with it the cry of "Aerc, Jiere, here^ dogs;'** he 
running in 9- direction counter to that in which the 
deer was standing. In an instant the deer bounded 
away like lightning, and " a panther, a panther 1" 
was shouted from the lips of Colonel Crockett. I 
ran up to him, and learned that while he was in 
the act of shooting the deer, a panther, roused 
from his lair by the cry of the dogs, had passed 
by, at which he thought he had discharged his 
rifle with effect. The horn was soon sounded, 
the dogs after much trouble were called off from 
the deer, the huntsmen were assembled, the cause 
was explained, and we then proceeded io examine 
the spot where Colonel Crockett said he had shot 
But a few moments sufficed to convince us that the 
panther was wounded : the deer was gladly for- 
gotten, and with joyous shouts we placed the dogs 
upon the panther's trail, and followed on. Nothing 
could be more animating than their eager cry. 
Long and weary was the chase, which was sure 
to lead us wherever most difficulties opposed our 
progress. The joyous shouts of the huntsmen so 
animated the dogs, that they gave the panther but 
little rest. For a long time he eluded their pur- 
suit; but they caught him upon the brink of a 
little branch, and never did I hear such a fight. 
The wild screams of the panther, and the loud 
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felling of the wounded dogs resounded through 
the forest, I scrambled on through briers, bushes, 
etc, and arrived just in time to see the panther 
with one desperate effort tear himself from the 
dogs- and slip off. With unabated vigour they 
followed on, and for some time held a running 
fight, when the panther, to relieve himself, took 
a tree. The peculiar notes of the dogs told of 
this joyous event, and fierce was the struggle who 
should reach the soonest. Who was the fortu- 
nate person I have now forgotten, though I well 
recollect that I was not. A short time, however, 
brought us together, and merry were we at the 
panther's expense. He was crouched in the 
crotch of a tree, looking composedly down upon 
the dogs, his eyes gleaming with rage. Fearing 
he might jump down and give us more trouble, 
we all formed a line, and at a given signal, fired 
our balls into the panther's body. He fell without 
a struggle, and instantly every dog was upon him, 
worrying him as if he was alive. I have often 
known old hunters, when their dogs were loth to 
take hold, shoot their guns in the air, and it always 
produces the desired effect— they immediately 
seize. The panther measured, from tip to tip, a 
little more than nine feet. The day was weD nigh 
spent, and dragging him along as a trophy of our 
victory, we returned to the house, where,overa bot- 
tle of whiskey and some good water, we remained 
and listened with attention until each hunter gave^ 
in his own way, his ideas of the day's hunt. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The chief cireumataace whieh cfaaraeteriaed 
Coloxiel Crockett's second term ia eon^ess is the 
change which he is supposed to have \mdeisg(me 
in his sentiments towards the piesent executive. 
In alluding to tUs subject, he stated that he had 
ever been a friend to internal improvements- ; that 
he believed Ihey were conmsteiit with the spirit oi 
the constituti<Mi; that the situation of the west 
particularly required them ; and that it wa»godd 
pe^cy, in^ pcesent flourishing state ofovBrSamtie' 
cial department, to carry (m a scheme of gradml 
improvement. He alinded particuteriy to the 
situation of die west, the poverty of its inteiibi^i^ 
and its sparse peculation ; to their having to c(»h 
tend with the difficulties incideat 1^ a new country 
— clearing lands, opesing roads, and building 
bribes— and to their inaKlity, under these cir- 
cumstance*, of carrying cm any general state of 
improvement. He also adverted to the bounteous 
gifts of nature — a soil rich and productive, inter- 
sected with innumerable rivers; and stated the 
numerous advantages which would flow from these 
sources, should they, by the assistance of the gene- 
ral government, be rendered safe and navigable. 
He adverted to public roads, and the facilities 
which they would aflRwd to the inhabitants of the 
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w^t; likewise to the good which would result 
from their oementiug together the various western 
interests. He alluded to the large quantity of 
lauds owned hy the general governmeiA in the 
western states — ^to the immense revenue derived 
from that source, and thence inferred, as a matter 
of r^ht, the propriety of spending a large portion 
of that revenue in the internal improvement of the 
same section of country. 

In supporting General Jackson, he had always ^ 
done so under a firm belief that he wi^ a friend to 
internal improvements, and when he vetoed the 
Maysville Road Bill, he thought he swerved from 
the political faith he had fomerly professed ; *<and 
I felt bound," said he, " in duty to myself, to differ 
with him in opinion." He said he never had, and 
never would, swear allegiance to any man } that 
to General Jackson he was not more opposed than 
to any other person ; that he could not hind himself 
to "do whatever General Jackson thought rights 
but would support his views when he thought 
them correct, when he was instructed to do so, or 
when he knew that it was the wish of his cour 
stituents; but, under other circumstances, his 
judgment must ever be his guide. 

Colonel Crockett's conduct on this occasion was 
certainly the effect of principle, and his bitterest 
enemies cannot with any shadow of justice im<^ 
peach it. Standing high in the affections of his 
constituents, popular above any other man in his 
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clistiict, he might have retained his seat in con- 
gress as long as he wished it, without a chance of 
lyeiag beaten ; and to do this he only had to follow 
in the wake of public opinion. But being a friend 
to internal improvements, believing that the situa- 
tion of his country required them, he could not lend 
his support to an administration going directly 
counter to his own views- By blindly following 
it, he would certainly retain his seat in congress. 
^ By opposing, he might lose it. But that freedom 
and independence which have hitherto stamped 
his character, induced him to obey the dictates of 
his own judgment, and trust for re-election to the 
justice of his constituents. Surely he could not 
have given a better example of correct principle 
and honest intentions. By pursuing the dictates 
of his own judgment, there was every thing to 
lose, and nothing to gain — and yet he obeyed 
them. The Jackson party was then, as it now is^ 
dominant throughout the United States. The 
Clay party did not expect to succeed in their 
election. And if it did, what was the reward 
held out to Colonel Crockett for his support? 
There was none. His want of early education 
would have disqualified him for any office which 
he would have accepted. And yet, so fashionable 
is the slang of party spirit, that he is said by the 
Jackson editors to have been botigJU up. Previous 
to his withdrawing his support from General Jack- 
son, he was the first in the house of congress to 
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denounce the political course of Martin Van 
Buren, then Secretary of State, which he did in 
strong and harsh terms, some of which have lasted 
until the present time, and have been adopted by 
the opposition editors for their poignancy and, b» 
they think, aptitude, without being aware that they 
are indebted for them to a hunter of the west 

It would be difficult for any writer to give such 
an account of the west, its manners, customs, etc., 
as would be admitted on all hands to be correct. 
The beauty of its scenery and the fertility of its 
soil require much commendation ; but then there 
are so many difficulties and inconveniences at- 
tendant upon the settling of a new country, that 
a person is apt to be influenced by the circum- 
stances under which he is situated. So far is this 
true, that even- in the west you meet with many 
persons who differ in opinion with regard to the 
advantages which it presents. In the west you 
meet with every shade of character which you: 
can possibly conceive, from the pious and devout? 
Christian, to him who disregards his God, and 
sets at defiance all the laws of man. You also 
meet with representatives from every civilized 
country in the world — and having all gone there 
for the purpose of bettering their fortunes, they 
are generally shrewd, intelligent, and enterprising, 
much more so than the mass of people in the older 
country — ^for it requires some energy of character 
in a man, to sever the ties of affection which bind 
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Urn to hifl native phee, laid seek a home in a 
strange land. Thrown together under circum- 
stances of dbS nature, unacquainted with each 
other's former character, they are, in general, less 
eonfiding than they are in a country where society 
is more settled. Yet there is more civility than 
you would expect to meet with, and much appa* 
tent frankness of manner. The citizens, as yet, 
have paid no attention to the luxuries, and very 

• Iktle to the comforts of life ; but nature here has 
been so bountiful in her gifts, that the time is not 
iar distant when the Mississippi valley will, in 
point of wealth, be the first agricultural country 
in the world, filled with a population brave, enter- 
prising, and industrious. 

Although the west is settled by representatives 
from every country, it is very largely indebted 
for its inhabitants to Virginia, Ge^gia, and the two 
Carolinas. One, to witness the immense emigra- 
tion from those states to the west, would assign it 
at once as the cause of their increasing so slowly 
in population. Emigrants from these states, as 
well as from Kentucky, form by far the larger 

. proportion of the population of the west. Whether 
this dispositi<xi to move is peculiar to that people, 
or whether it arises from the existence of some 
temporary cause, I know not. The south would 
perhaps attribute it to the injurious effects of 
the tariff system, saying, to bear its burdens we 
must have rich lands. The north ^^ould assiga 
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as its cause the evils of alavery. But if thb latter 
be true, it is somewhat remarkaUe that southenir 
ers in moving should, with but few exceptions, 
idways settle in a slave state, and this though they 
may own no slaves of themselves* I i^ould sup- 
pose it was owing to the fact, that in the south 
there are but few manufectprles,and consequently 
the great noass of the people are raised upon 
ptai^tions m the cultivation of the soil ; and when 
es^ering upon life for diemselves, they generally 
pursue the same avocation. The western soil 
being productive, and had at a less f»rice than 
lands €^ ecpial value in their native states, holds 
c«it iadoeemeiits to emigrate. This disposition to 
move miist be owing in a great measure to the 
iHibits of the peoi^,from the circumstance that it 
is a very rare occurrence to see in the west a 
northern man who is a planter or farmer. 
Northern emigrants who come here — and they 
form but a small proportion of the population — 
generally settle in the towns or Iktie villages, 
where their tact for trade enables them to get 
aloi^ with more advantage to themselves than 
they could derive firom agriculture. Possessed of 
this peculiar talent, they live easily, and generally 
accumulate fortunes. The Yankees, as all men 
north of the Potomac are here termed, are gene- 
rally well educated, and have become as cele- 
brated in the west for shrewdness and cunning, 
as they are in the south. Their shrewdness has 
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given rise to many anecdotes, and» among others, I 
heard from Colonel Crockett the following : 

"Two foreigners, who were, fresh from our 
mother country, in.travelling through the west cm 
horseback, happened to pass an evening at a house 
situated on the banks of the Mississippi river, 
where they met with a Yankee pedler, who had 
just disposed of his stock of goods, and was ready 
to go to any part of the world where interest 
might call him. By shrewd guesses, he soon 
found out every thing in relation to the circum* 
stances, residence, and business of his companions, 
and then kindly gave a history of himseE He no 
sooner announced himself as a Yankee, than the 
foreigners, who had often heard of the shrewdness 
of their character, were all anxiety that he should 
play them a Yankee trick. This he modestly de» 
clined. They insisted ; and offered to give him 
five dollars for a good Yankee trick. The money 
was taken, with a promise either to refund it, or 
play a- good trick — and morning was selected as 
the time for the exhibition of the Yankee's skill. 
Pleased with each other, they all retired to bed in 
the same apartment; and when morning came; 
the Yankee rose with the first light, gently dressed 
himself in the clothes of one of the foreigners, took 
a pair of saddlebags to which he had no title, and 
quietly leaving the house, was observed to go on 
board of a flat boat bound for New-Orleans. The 
foreigners soon after awoke, and upon getting up 
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to dress, beheld the sad reaKty of a Yankee trick. 
Having much money in their saddlebags, they 
found out vsrhich way the Yankee had gone ; and 
obtaining a small skiff, set out after him. The 
skiff vsras light ; and, moving rapidly, an hour or 
two brought it along side of the flat boat, where 
sat the Yankee perfectly composed, in quiet pos- 
session of their clothes and saddlebags. With 
much apparent pleasure he arose, inquired after 
their healths, and asked how they were pleased 
with the trick. The idea that they then had of 
the Yankee, I leave to the imaginaticm of my 
reader. However, he soon delivered their sad- 
dlebags, which had not been opened, and ex- 
changed clothes. The foreigners having deposited 
their saddlebags in the skiff, very much dissatis- 
fied, were about to leave, when the Yankee 
insisted upon their taking a parting glass together ; 
and, while drinking, he stepped back, jumped in 
the skiff and pushed off. Amid the execrations 
of the crew he plied his paddle, and the skiff 
darted away from the flat boat. Going up stream, 
pursuit with the flat boat was idle, and he was 
obsen'^ed to land on the Arkansas shore, where, I 
have no doubt, before this he has doubled. the 
money thus obtained." 

• The frontier settlers in the west are either from 
Kentucky or the southern states, and living as 
they do, almost excluded from society, they have 
established for themselves a character and language 
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peculiar to tbem as a people. Wedded to hunting, 
and careless of society, they inanage always to 
live ou the extreme frontier of a settlement, by 
selling out the clearing which they have made, 
and {dunging again into the forest, whenever the 
tide of population approaches too near to them. 
Many accumulate a competency from this habit 
of moving, which often becomes so confirmed as 
torepder them unhappy,^should they be c<xistrain^d 
to remain in one place more than a year or two. 

Those persons who navigate our western waters 
in flat boats, have many peculiarities in their habits 
and language^ The great exposure to which they 
are subject, the great labour they frequently per- 
form, and their propensity for fun and frolic, have 
rendered them remarkable as a class. The intro- 
duction of steam boats so extensively on our 
western waters, has served to destroy, in a great 
measure, the use ci flat boats, and has driven to 
other occupations many of the persons thus en- 
gaged ; but a fine sketch of this class of persons, 
as they have existed, may be found in the charac- 
ter of Mike Fink, by a gentleman of Cincinnati. 

Colonel Crockett having served out his second 
term in congress, was again a candidate for re- 
election, and though every exertion was used by 
him, he failed of success. The country was 
flooded with handbills, pamphlets, etc, against 
him ; and it was about this time that a series (d 
numbers, entitled « The Book of Chronicles,** made 
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their appearance. Many of his constituents had 
served under General Jackson throughout the last 
war. Their homes, their wives, and children, had 
been defended by him from the attacks of the 
Indians. These circumstances were called up by 
his opponents, and reiterated daily to his constitu- 
ents. It was a powerful lever, and one that turned 
the fate of the election. But the contest was warm 
and doubtful, and it required all the exertions of 
the opposing party to gain it, under those circum- 
stances — ^a strong proof of the personal popularity 
of Colonel Crockett. 

Under the last census his district has been ma- 
terially changed. Several counties have been 
thrown out, and among them some that were most 
violent in their oppositicm to him. He is still a 
candidate for the ensuing election, with .flattering 
hopes of success. 

NOTE BY THE PUBLISHERS. 
Siiice the earlier portions of this work were placed 
in the hands of the printers, the election has taken 
place, and the result has been the success of the gallant 
colonel over his opponent, Mr. Fitzgerald. This triumph 
was thus characteristically announced by him in a letter 
to a friend, written immediately after the canvass. 
Desfr Sir : 

Went through— tight squeezing— beat Fitz. 170 
Yours, D. C. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BOSTON UBRARir 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE FAMILY LIBRARY. 



In presenting to the American public a list of the Works i 

posing the Famihr Library, the publishers avail themselves of tha 
opportunity afforaed them to offer their thanks for the very hbenl 
encouragement they have enjoyed, and still continue to receive, and 
for the numerous expressions of approbation that have hoea be- 
stowed upon their undertaking. 

The g^eral estimation in which the work is held is proved bj the 
great nimiber of copies that have been sold, tmd by the constantlj 
mcreasing demand, whidh in the case of many of the volumes ha« 
been so great as to call for several successive editions. 

No pams and no expense have been spared in procuring and select- 
ing works of the highest character, both of- foreign and native 
writers,— and the list of contributors includes, among other distin- 
guished names, those of 
Professors H. H. Mihnan, H. O. Bell, IBsq., 

" Leslie, 6. P. R. James, Esq., 

" Jameson, Horace Smith, £sq., 

" Wilson, B. B. Thatchw, Esq., 

** O. Bush, Sharon Turner, F.SJL, >- ' 

** Euler, and Mrs. Jameson, 

** Griscom, J. A. St. John, Esq., 

Lord Dover, John Abercrombie, M.D., 

Sir Walter Scott, P. F. Tytler, Esq., 

Sir David Brewster, Robert Mudie, £»q., 

John Gait, Esq., John Barrow, Esq., 

J. G. Lockhart, LL.D., Rev. J. Williams, A.M., 

Robert Southey. LL.D., " G. R. Gleig,- 

J. S. Memes, LL.D., " Geoige Groly, 

Hugh Murray, Esq., " M. RqsseU, LL.D., 

Allan Cunningham, Esq., ** £. Smedley, 

With the assistance and co-operation of persons of such eminent 
talents and high reputation, a series of works has been commenced 
and is stOl in progress, embracing almost every department of science 
atid literature, and combining vnth g[reat excellence of execution ^e 
advantages of exceedingly low price, convenience of form, and 
beauty of illustration, while the trifling cost has placed the several • 
works within the reach of all classes of readers, the interesting 
nature of the subjects, and the pleasing manner in which they are 
treated, render them well suited for the perusal of young persons, and 
vfllua^le auxiliaries to parents and teachers in the important offices 
of guiding and cultivating the youthful mind ; and the care that has 
been taken to exclude every tlung that could in the slightest degree 
have a prejudicial influence in a moral or religions point of view, 
entitles the series to the entire confidence of the most scrupulous. 

With these recommendations, the publication will be found de- 
serving of a place in every well-selected Library, and as eaekworku 
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€omnUte m tt$«fyy tnd may be imrchased aeparately from the othere, 
tt will fumi^ a Taluable Taiiety of Uterary pxeseats, of schooL-booka, 
and of Yolbniea for fmuly leadnis, adapted: ta the meanataiid tastes 



The publication of the Family Library is still in proffress, and will 
be continued by the addition of every i4>prophate work that is pro- 
dnced either in England or Amenca, so lon^ as the publishers coq- 
tiane to leoehra die same encouragement whichhaahitberto attended 
their entmpiiae. At present the series embraces ^la foUowiog.'— 



Kbs. I, 2, 3. fflilman's Hktmy of 
thtJewa. With Plates. 

<S. liOckhBxVsLi/eof Napoleon 
Bonaparte, With Plates. 

6. Southey's Life of Nelson. 

t.. Williams's tAfe of Alexander 
the. Great. Witlx Plates. 

8« IVatersZ Hutorv oflnsectSi 

9. GaWa lafe of Lord Byron. 

10. BuBh'u lAfe of Mohammed. 

11. ScoWn Lettera on DnnoM^ogif 

and WHcheri^ Plate. 
12, 13. GleiSEl^IMatory of tiu J^ 
hU. With Maps. 

14. Diseoment and Ad m nl m m - ta 

Polar Sede, d^ By Profes- 
sor Le8lie» Piflftesor Jame- 
son, and Htigh Mmnay^Esq. 

15. Croly*8 L^ of €horg» tk» 

Fourth. WithaPortniL 

16. Dieeovery and Adimdurte m 

Jfrim* By FtoL JamesoiL 
Jsmes Wflson, Esq., and 
Huffh Hurray, Esq. With 
a Map snd Ennavings. 

)7, 18, 19. Cunningham's Lmea 
«f Emingnt Famtert and 
Seufytw*. With Portraits. 

.SO. James's Hielory of Chivalry 
• and the Cruead*$. Plate. 

^U 22. BeU's JjUo qfMary Qusan 
of Scots, Portrait 

RaL BiTsaell's Aneuni and Modem 
^gyp^ WithPUUes. 

Si. Fleteher'sififCDr««/PokiuiL 
With a Plato. 

S9. Bm\i^9 Festivals^ Gfimea J and 
Amaeements. WiUi Plates. 

Sfi. Biewster'« Life of Sir laaae 
Neuoon. With Plates. 

«7. Ru9«ell*s JliMorp ofPaleetuUf 
ortheMol^hmd, Plates. 

18. Hemes' Memoirs of the Em- 
press Josephine. Plates. 



The Court and Can^ of jBof 

naparte. With Plates. 

30. Liveo of JSMy NoKigaiors. 
With Portraits. 

31. A Descrivtion of Pitetnrt^s 
Islandt etc. Engravings. 

32. Turner's Sacred History of 

thoWbrid, 

33. 34. M^; j8me9on's Memoirs 

of Cdolfrated Fomala Saoo- 

rdnm. 
35, 36. Landers^ Afriea. With 

EngraYin^ana Maps. 
37. Abcrcrombie ant the MnteUoa- 

ual FowstfiSkf^to, 
38,39,40. St J^s Listes of 

C^ebraisd Tnmeilers. 
41,42. Lord Dover's XsA^Q^i^ 

derie II. MBng ^ Pnmma. 

WithaPoitaut. 
43,44. Sketehes fifwm Venslim 

Mstotg. WithPktes. 
45, 46. Thatcher's Indian. Bitut- 

ngtky. With Plates; 
47,48.4d. J£story of India, 
50. Bmwstei'^£sttma.omNalsunl 

Magic. Engravings. 
51,52. Taylor's BRstory of iw- 

latid. With Engravings. 

53. Discoveries on the Northsfn 

CoasU <(f America, 

54. Humboldt's Travels. Plates. 

56. 56. Euler's Letters on Natural 

Philosophy. Engravings. 

57. Mudie's wade to the Observa- 

tion of Naivre. Engmvings- 

58. Abercrombie, on the Philoso- 

phy of Ike Moral FeeUnxe. 
69. James's History of VharU' 

mag/te. With a Portrait. 
6a &usseU*s Bistory of Nubia 

and Abyssinia, 
61,62. Russell's Lifi of OUoer 

CronwsU. With a Portrait 
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Recommendations of the Family Library. 

Tbb Ibllowing 0|iinIont,Mleeted flnoni highlriMpeeuble Journals, will 
«nabl6 UMMe who ara unacquaioud with the Family Library to iorxn an 
MtimatA of ltd merita. Nrnnerona other noticea, equally flivoarable. and 
fkorn Bouroea aquaUy raqwetablc, ought be pnaaoied if deamed neeessary 
The Family Library.— A Te^excdlent, and always entartalniiif Bita- 



-'Eimburgkiigview.m. 103. 

" 71« FamUy Library.— We think tbia aeries of hooka entitled to the 
aBrtanaive patronage ihey have receiTed frem the public, llie aubiepta 
■aleetedare, generally, both useftil and iniereeting in thenwelvea, and are 
fretted in a popular and agreeable uianner : the atyie is clear, easy, and 
flowing, adapted to the taate of general readers, for whom the books are 
dealgned. The writera are mostly men of high rank in the literary \\or<G, 
and appecr to poesess the bappy talent or blending inatraction whh 

amnsement We hesitate not to commend it to the public aa a valuable 

series of works, and worthy a place in every gentlcman^s library."— ilfd^a- 
sine tf Us^^ and Entertaining; KwnvUdge. 

*' We take the opportunity again to recommend this valuable aeries of 
iroHunesto Uie pUblio patronage. We know of no mode in which so much 
entertaining matter may be procured, at so cheap a rale, as in the Family 
Ubrary.'-iV. Y. DaUy Advertiser. 

"The Family Library should be in the hands of every peraon. Thus 
Ikr it has treated of subjects interesting to all, condensed in a perspicuous 

and agreeable style We have po repeatedly spoken of the itierits of the 

deaign of this work, and of the able manner iti which it la edited, that on 
this occasion we will only repeat our convjciicn, that It is 'uorthy a place 
in every library in the country, and will prove one of the moat useful as 
It is one of the most Interrating publications which haa ever issued from 
the American press."— JV. Y. Courier 6f Enquirer. 

" It is needless at this late prriod to commend to public attention and 
encouragement the collection of deligbtAil works now in a course of pub- 
lication ui'.j'.oT the appropriate title of the Family Library."— A*. Y. Eve- 
ning Journal. 

" We have repeatedly expressetl our unwavering confidence in the 
merits of this valuable series of popular and instructive books. The 
Family Librarj has now reached its sixteeiitli number, with the increasing 
fhvour of the enlightened American public; and we have heard of but 
ofu dissenting voice among the periodical and newspaper publishers an ho 
have fhiquently noticed and applauded the plan and the execution of the 
Family Library. A eensure so entirely de&titute o/reason cannot injure 
a class of publications pure in aentiment and judicious and tastel\il in 
compoeitioa." — The Cabinet (ff Religion, ^c. ' 

** The names of the vmtets employed are a sufflcisnt surety that the 
merit of the Family Library will suffer no decline."— iV. Y. Evening Tost. 

"The Family Library Is a collection which should be sought after by 
every one desirous of procuring the most valuable new works in the 
cheapest and most convenient form."— iV^. Y. Daily Sentinel. 

"Those who condense and arrange such works tbr publication, and 
fhey also who promulgate them, richly deserve the thanks and patronage 
of all enlightened conununities in the country. The Family Library 
promises to be a most usefUl and cheap repository of the most important 

eveniB of profane, ancient, and modem huitorv A series of volumes, 

weu eondocted, and published with such stirring ctmtsnta, cannot fail to 
surpass all dry oncyciopediai^, or ditlhse and elaborate histories or biogra- 

eies, miserably translated, and extsBdsd to tiio Ttry ^ntch of wr* 
»ty:*—Piuiadelphiu Gazette. 
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The Poblishers have much pleasuie in recording: 
the following testimonials in recommendation of the 
Family Classical Library. 

**Mr. Valpy tau projected a FamAy CUutiad labrarif. The idea to 
•leellent, and the work cannot iUl lo be acceptable to yoath of both sexes, 
as well as to a large portion of the reading community, who hare not had 
lbs benefit of a learned tAvLCAX)xKi.^—GentUman*8 Magazine. Dec. I839> 

'* We have here the commencement of another undertaking fiNr the mora 
(eoend distribution oi knowledge, and one which, if as well conducted 
as we may expect, bids ftir to occupy an enlarged station in our imme- 
diate literature. The volume bafore us is a specimen well calculated to 
recommend what are to follow. Leland's Demosthenes is an excellent 
work."— Z*t/. Gazette. 

** This work will be received with great gratification by every man who 
knows the value or classical knowledge. All that we call purity «^ taste, 
vigour of style, and force of thought, has either been taught to the modem 
world by th^ study of thu rlassics, or has been guided and restrained by 
those illustrious models. To extend the knowledge of such works is to 
do a public service." — Court Journal. 

** The Family Classical Library is another of those cheap, useful, and 
elegant worlts, which we lately spoke of as forming an era in our pub* 
lisUing history." — Spectator. 

**The present era seems destined to be honourably distinguished in 
literary history by the high character of the works to which it is sncoes- 
sively giving birth. Proudly independent of the fleeting taste of the day, 
Chey boast substantial worth which ean never be disregarded ; they put 
fbrtb a claim to permanent estimation. The Family Classical Library la 
a noble undertaking, which the name of the editor assures us will be exe- 
cuted in a style worthy of the great originals." — Morning Post. 

'' This is a very promising speculation ; and as the taste of the day runs 
Jost now very strongly m favour of such Miscellanies, we doubt not it 
will meet with proportionate success. It needs no adventitious aid, how- 
ever infiuential ; it has quite sufficient merit to enable it to atand on 
its own foundatiotf, and will doubtless assume a loily grade hi public 
fkvour."— Sun 

"This work, published at a low price, is beaiitif\illy got vp. ThooA 
fopiofeas tobe content with translations of the Classics has been de- 
nounced as * the thin disguise of indolence,^ there are thousands who 
have no leisure for studyhig the dead languages, who would yet like to 
know what was thought and aaid by the sagea and poets of antiquity. 
To tbem this work wUl be a treasure."~5tt7idajf Times. 

**TtttB deiAgn, which is to communicate a knowledge of the most 
Mteemed authors of Greece and Rome, by the most approved translations, 
to those ftom whom their treasures, without such assistance, would ba 
hidden, must surely be approved by every flriend of literatore, by erery 
lover of mankind. We shall only say of the first volume, that as the 
execution well accords with the dosifn, it must command gen«Fai appro- 
batioa."— 7!le Observer, 

^ We see no reason why this work should not find its way into thft 



boudoir of the lady, as well as into the library of the learned. It is cheui, 
portable, and altogatbar a work which may aalbly be placed in tlie luuiw 
if pecaons of boik Mocea."— irMMp fVM Press. 
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PROSPECTUS 

OF THl 

LIBRARY OF SELECT NOVELS. 



FicTiTioDs composdtion is now admitted to fbrm an extensive and im- 
portant portion oflicerature. Well-wrouglil novels take their rank by the 
Bide of real narratives, and are appealed to as evidence in all questions 
coneeraing man. In them the customs of countries, the transitions and 
shades of character, and even the vel7 peculiarities or costume and dia- 
lect, are curiously preserved ; and the imperishable spirit that surrounds 
and keeps them fbr the use of successive generations renders the rarities 
for ever fl-esh and green. In them human life is laid down as on a map. 
The strong and vivid exhibitions of passion and of character which they 
flirnish, acquire and maintain the strongest hold U{)on the curiosity, and, 
it may be added, the affections of every class of readers ; for not only is 
entertainment in all the various moods of tragedy and comedy provided in 
their pages, but he who reads them attentively may often obtain, without 
the bitterness and danger of exi)erience, that knowledge of his fellow- 
creatures which but for such aid could, in the majority of cases, be only 
acquired at a period of life too late to turn it to account. 

This " Library of Select Novels" will embrace none but such as have 
received the impress of general approbation, or have been written by 
authors of established character ; and the publishers hope to receive such 
encouragement (torn tbe public patronage as will enable them in the 
course of time to produce a series of works of uniform appearance, and 
including most of the really valuable novels and romances that have been 
or shall be issued flrom the modem English and American press. 

There is scarcely any question connected with the interests of literature 
which has been more thoroughly discussed and investigated than that of 
the utility or evil of novel reading. In its favour much may be and has 
been said, and it must be adn^itted that the reasonings of those who be- 
lieve novels to be injurious, or at least useless, are not without force and 
plausibility. Yet, if the arguments against novels are closely examined, 
it will be found that they are more applicable in general to excessive in* 
dulgense in the pleasures afforded by the perusal of fictitious adventures 
than to the works themselves ; and that tbe evils which can be justly 
ascribed to them arise alnpst exclusively, not Arom any peculiar noxious 
qualities that can be fairly attributed to novels as a si)ecie8, but flrom those 
individual works which in their class must be pronounced to be indif' 
ferent. 

Bm even were it otherwise— were novels of every kind, the good as 
well as the bad, the striking and animated not less than the puerile, in- 
deed liable to the charge of enfeebling or perverting the mind ; and were 
there no qualities in any which might render them instructive as well aa 
amushig— the universal acceptation which they have ever received, and 
Mill continue to receive, flrom all ages and classes of men, would prove 
an irresistible incentive to their production. The remonstrances of moral- 
ists and tbe reasonings of philosophy have ever been, and will still be 
found, unavailing against the desire to parteke of an enjoyment so attrac- 
tive. Men will read novels ; and therefore the utmost that wisdom and 
philanthropy can do is to cater prudently fbr the public appetite, and, as it 
is hopeless to lUtempt the exclusion of fictitious writings from the shelves 
of ths library, to see that they are encumbered with the least possiUe 
' r of such as have no other meht than that of novelty. 
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MISCELLANEOUS WORKS, 

PUBLISHED Br J« i& J. aARPKa, NfiW.VORK. 



Liffe of Goremor John Juy,3 V. 3to, 
Life of Got, Win. l«iTin{«ton,ei'a. 

SktttcUea of Turkey tit ^ 

Taylor*! Sa«mi«or hit LHb. .S^o. 

Gibboa's fiooie (flue) 4 v. tj v a, 

Rohcrfson'c Works St. 6vo. 

Ilj;itory of Modern Europe, 3 v. Hv p. 
Life of Byron, by M<iore. .2 v. &va. 
Counter's Sure. Dictionary, 2 v. fa vc^ 
Hooper's Med. f>lctionary. 9 ▼. e v^l 
Weuiey'a Misccl. Works, 3 ▼. tivo. 
Rev. Roht. nmlVn Works, 3 ▼. a*o, 

Ciuod's llouk uf.Xature ^vu. 

Crabb's Englifih Synonymes. .€va. 
Browu'4 Bible Dtrtiooary ....Svo, 

Gibaon's Surveying 6va, 

D&vies' Surveying 6 vo. 

Davies' Descriptive Geometry . 6 vo. 
Davios' Sliatl«i? and Sliadows, ^vu. 

Duchess D'Abrantes fivo. 

Poems of Brooks and Willis, 6^41 

Annals of Tryon County 6vo> 

Percy Anecdotes Sva. 

MorrcU's Four Voyaj^cs 9^o. 

Hist, of the AmQricun Tlieatre-Rvn, 

Letters teom the iEgeaa ti i u- 

Dibdln's Reminiscences. .-. .. .H' ^ 

Life of Dr. £. D. Clarke bvu. 

Neele'B Life and Remains — 8vo. 



Bulwer*s Novel s- 11 v, 13mo. 

Miss Edgowonh's Works.. i2mo. 
The Wiilgs of Scotland, 2 v. l2mo. 

Country Curate 2 v. Tiuio. 

Heiress of Bruges' 2 v. 12mo. 

D reams and Reveries. . 2 v. 12mu. 

Aoxobel 3 V. 18mo. 

Diary of a Physician. . .2 v. 18mo. 

The Denounced 2 v. 12mo. 

Frivaie Life 2 v. 12mo. 

Last of the Piantagonets,2 v. 12mo. 

Somhennaa 2 v. 12mo. 

Heiress of Bruges 2 v. I2mo. 

Stories of a Bride 2 v. I2mo. 

Tales by a Chaperon . . 2 v. 12aio. 
TaJes of the West... 2 v. l2mo. 
KetXigee in America ... 2 v. 12mo. 

Sorvice Afloat 2 v. 12mo. 

Seaward s Narrative- •• .3 v. 12mo. 
Jacd.uelinc of Holland . .2 v. l2mo. 
Waiter Colytoa ....... .2 ir. 12rao. 

The Lost Heir .2 v. l2mo. 

The Abbess 2 v. 12rao. 

TalHSof my Landlord . . 2 v. 12mo. 
Chronicles of CaoongateS v. i2mo. 
Posthumous Papers- .. .3 v. I2mo. 

l.AwrjeTo«Jd 2 v. l2mo. 

Tales of Early Ages . . 2 v. I2mo. 



\^y[i nvifitxa ilratwrvkti. 4 v. 12moi. 
Uu^h n^ (^f« M,']p-!]'i.i<]iii....I'21ikO. 

K e 1 1 h ori i Viifhtit y*. i^ino. 

Urmitn Spv. by Win*. «... I2m!>. 

lit* i 4taif<*nvr i2u:o. 

Sfiiri nn 14. km'.hm^ .2 v. ISnio. 
iMfd. 51 jireLl'd V Ld^iijii^4 • .. . I'^ibO. 
Verplinck^B Dismureea .... l2mo. 
WiM £]ioriA of the Wl's^, 2 v. 12iiio. 
MoflraVLSfijftf FLtf^tr^idS V. |2mo. 
Pn[ii:li JlavuliwuKi^ iw^). ..initio. 
Franincby L»icly Mciresti.2v. !2mo. 

I raus<:kfit tit^r'-f MahUtiJ t'iitio 

J>(im«^ic DiitlM . ^. 12mo. 

>ttirti{30i!tiiciij T-ih3e#. . , I2ino. 

Utcs of eij^cm of Due. Ind. l2mo. 
Sriiolierli'a liUridiii^nity * . .. . I2mo. 
Modem Ameridiii Coolcery, 10mo. 

xVri c;r liivigQ-iitinfT L;Lrt ISmo. 

i'iqyfl orMasHingtjTaeiii Ford, ISmo. 

T^ie FsTi>H.y [J^jriry ISmo. 

The Th8oKtfiie»U Library- •• . idmo. 
Boy'H sm^ Girra Lj*iniry....l^mo, 
Librsi'y uf edecu |Siavbi8....12nio. 

ClH^tfftl IXfiniry -- - VBmo, 

(rj- 'J'j-r ■:-i'; Ar?i-ir,T» embraos 
irr-.-.- - ' ;■ (i voiumea. 

I — iui iu.-^ .^.._^ ui ■>; iLjch see tho 
Publishers' general Catalogue. 



}2mo. 
l2nM>« 
12ma 
12mo. 
)2mo. 
12:!io. 
12mo. 
12jno. 
ISmo. 
I2mo. 
I2mo. 
t2mo. 
12mo. 
l*2mo. 
12mo. 
12mo. 
ISma 
Rmo, 
12mo. 
12mo. 
12mo. 
ISmo. 
riino. 
12ino. 
12IXIO. 



The English at Home . .2 v. 

Tr^ls of Travel 2 v. 

The Younger Son 2 v. 

The New Forest 2 v. 

Rom. of History, Spain.Zv. 
Koni. of History, Fraau 2v, 
Rom. of History Italy^ 2 v. 

Hungarian Talcs 2 v. 

Romance and Reality-. -2 v. 
The False Step, &c. ^. .2 v. 

Waldcgrave 2 v. 

AdvouTures <^f a Page . 2 v. 
Rybrent De Cruce .... 2 v. 
The School of Fashion, 2 v. 

Btraiton Hill 2 v. 

Almack's Revisited 2 v. 

Campaigns of a Comet, 2 v. 
Tales of Military Life - .2 v. 

Falkland 

Sketches of Irish Character. . 

Leggett's Talcs, ice 

Ambitions Student 

The Taiba—licdtrice . .2 V. 
Incognito— Haverhill . . 2 ▼. 
Zoh..ib— Oxonians ... 2 v. 
Waverley— Cloudesley, 2^. 
Fosctt.nni— Mai well ...2 v. 
Arliugton— ScjiaT«tnin, 2 ▼. 
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STANDARD WORKS, 

rVBLISHKD BT 

J. A. J. HARPER, 82 CLIFF-STREEX 
NEW-YOKK, 
JUK Ibr Bite I17 the prteciptl BoskMUera throivbMt tlM Unlldl 



HISTORY OF THE JEWS. By the Rev. H. H 
MiLMAN. In 3 Yols. 18mo. lUostnted with original Mi^ 
mod EngtvnngM. 

Until the appearance of Professor Mi]man*s admirable work, then 
was no History of the Jews, deserving of the name, except thai 
ef Joeephus: and he lived at a period too remote, and too limited im 
its knowledpie, to enable him to do justice to the subject. The no^ 
tices to be foond in various Universal Histories are meager and xuk' 
•atisfaetory ; and a narrative at once Christian and liberal in its toM^ 
spirited and ele^^t in its ian^age, and adequately depicting th» 
manners, wars, nkigion, and pobcy of the most remarkable of natioDi^ 
wss still wantmg. The nature of the present work is strictly hifr 
torical — not theofocgial — ^yet it elucidates many obscure passages Vk 
the Old Testament, employs with ^reat skill the casual evidence oif 
heathen writers, and throws new hght on the manners and customs 
of the Hebrews by frequent references to the pages of the oldesl 
travellers. 

" Professor H. H. Milman is one of the most chaste and classical 
writers of Uie age. The History of the Jews embraced in the vol^ 
times before us, has already passed through three editions in £nf> 
land, and is highly and justly commended by many of the most 
rcq;>ectable periodicals." — N. Y. Journal of Commerce, 

**It is written in a very interesting manner-~in a more plul* 
sophical spirit, and with more depth of reflection, than is ^neraS 
found in mstones of this nature. It is not wanting in historical cob 
densation, and the colouring of the style is lively and picturesque."— 
2V. Y. Evening Post 

'*The narrative of the various and highly interesting events m 
that period flows on in a chaste style ; and a thorough knowledgis 
of his subject is evident in every page. The work is suirited^ wol 
arranged, and iiill of information, and of a wise and well-cultivaled 
spirit** — Athenaeum. 

'* The sUle in which it is written is remarkably lucid and elegants 
attractive oy its general smoothness and simpbcity, yet ' ^ 
•ad ioteJMM.^-^JBalUmon JUpublie^i 
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% STANDARD WORKS. 

LIFE OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. By J. G. 

LocKHABT, Esq. In 2 vols. 18mo. With Engravings. 

This celebrated work contains an epitome of all that has bees 
pnved to be true concerning the character and actions of the moat 
extraordinary man of the fast thousand years. The English lan- 
guage possesses no other authentic e][«itome of his history ; and, not- 
withstanding the smallness of the Umits within which it is com- 
pressed, the narrative throughout is clear, distinct, and copious. 
The life of Napoleon, doubly interesting when relieved of the 
tediousness of useless detail, has never been better to'^l. 

The work is written with commendable impartiality, and the 
author has been careful to interweave with his narrative all the new 
illustrations and anecdotes Aimished by Bourrienne, and other 
French writers, whose memoirs have appeared since the publication 
of the great work of Sir Walter Scott, from which a large portion 
of his materials was derived. As an evidence of the amazing popa- 
larity of this History, it is stated that more than 27000 copies hav« 
been disposed of in Great Britain alone. 

LIFE OF NELSON. By Robert Southey, Esq., LL.D. 
18mo. With a Portrait. 

This Biography has been pronounced one of the Laureate's most 
succeesfiii efforts : the enthusiastic and romantic character c^ Nel- 
son furnished a congenial subject, and he has treated it with con- 
•nrnmate ability. The errors of the fortunate and gallant admiral 
are &irly and fearlessly erposed ; while the nobler elements of his 
mind, his heroic courage, his perseverance, and his insatiable appe- 
tite for glory, as well as the great actions in which they are ois- 
played, are desciibed and illustrated with a happy choice of language 
■nd most felicitous effect 

** Southey's fine and popular biography of Nelson was very muck 
wanted, and is now to be had very cheap, in a neat and coo- 
Tenient form."— iVl Y. Com, Advertiser. 

LIFE OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT. By the Rer. 
John Williams, A.M. 18mo. With a Map. 

This volume fills a blank in the historical library, and furnishes 
an excellent manual for the student It is not confined to the mers 
. exploits and adventures of the Macedonian hero, although they con- 
stitute the leading t(^ic, but contains a masterly view of the times 
in which he lived, and of tJie manners, arts, and sciences of thm 
Greeks, Persians, Egyptians, Arabs and Indians, and other nations 
whom he visited or conquered. The story is well and elegantly 
told, and conveys a more distinct and accurate idea of the tmcieni 
Napoleon than is to be found in any other history. In the perusal, 
the curiosity of the reader is gratified as well as stimulated, 
flmrt his mmd is moved to profitable reflection. 

** The style is good, and the narrative well conducted. A modem 
history of this fiimous warrior c^mnot fail to be interesting."- " 
York Daily Adverttstr. 
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STANDARD WORKS* ^ 

NATURAL HISTORY OF INSECTS. 18mo. lUiw- 

trated by numerous Engravings. 

The study- of Natural History is at all times, and to almost every 
person, eminently pleasing and instructive : the object .n this admi- 
rable volume has been to mnder it doubly captivatmg by the plain 
and simple style in which it is treated, and by the numerous engra* 
▼in^ with which the text is illustrated. There is no branch of this 
deUghtfui science more pleasing than that which exhibits the won- 
derful goodnebs and wisdom of the Creator, as ^ey are displayed in 
the endless varieties of insect liie— their forms, nabits, capacities 
and works— and which investigates the nature and peculiaritiee 
these diminutive tribes of animated existence 

" It seems to us that it will prove at once agreeab\e and instiu 
to persons of all classes." — N. Y. DaUy Advertuer 

LIFE OF LORD BYRON. By John Galt, Esq. 18ino. 

■. The splendour of Lord Byron's fiune, and the interest attendant 
upon the story of bis eventful life and early death, have combined to 
lender his biography a work of more than usual attraction. Mr. 
Gatt enjoyed the advantages consequent upon a long and intimata 
acquaintance with the noble poet, and has given a striking and satis 
fiu^tory description of his mind and character. One of the greateal 
merits of the work is its strict impartiality : the writer is evidently 
free from prejudice either &vourable or adverse to his subject, and 
tells what ne knows or believes to be the truth* without any bias 
from envy, ill-will, or affection 

^ The sprightly pen of the author has communicated uncommon 
interest to this work, and he appears to have done perfect justice to 
its inspired subject." — Albany iJaily Advertiser. 

** Mr. Gait is one of the most fascinating writers of the age."— 
Jmarwdof Comnurot, 

IFE OF MOHAMMED; Founder of the R^ion Ot 
Islam and of the Empire of the Saracens. By uie Rev 
Gboros Bush, A.M. 18mo. With a Plate. 

The objects of the writer in the preparation of this volume hava 
been condensation, clearness, and accuracy. It was written ex- 
pressly lor the publishers by an American author, and, in addi- 
tion to the numerous and highly flattering commendations bestowed 
upon it by the press, it has received the testim«iial of republication 
m England, m one respect, the phm adopted by the author pre- 
sents an improvement upon preceding memoirs of tne great impo^ ' 
in the careful collocation of the chapters of the Koran with tht 
events of the narrative,— a method by which the history is illustrated 
in a remarkable degree. The anpendix, containing a series of pro> 
phetic investigations, is peculiarly curious, learned, and valuable. 

'* Mr. Bush is a schoUr of extensive acquirements, and well littfll 
Ibr the tadt which he has undertaken in this volume.''~iV; Y. OU 
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STANDARD WOfUCfl. 

LETTERS ON DEMONOLOGY and WITCHCRAFT. 

By Sir Walter Scott, Bart. 18mo. With an Engraving. 

This is a very curious and interesting work, containing as it does 
the results of much thought and great research upon one of the most 
exciting topics of human inquiry. Most of Sir Walter Scott's nn- 
n vailed novels betray rhe predilection for the supeniaturai with 
which his mind was tmged, and the extent of his reading in works 
which treat of " the history of that dark chapter of human nature" 
to which this volume is devoted. In it he has laid open the stores 
of his memory, and strikingly condensed and elucidated the subject; 
in many cases explaining, by most ingenious theories, occuirenoes 
which seem to lie beyond the boundaries of natural action. 

"This volume is most interesting, and will be read with gieit 
pleasure by almost every class of readers.'* — U, S. Oazettc 

'*The subject is most allaiing, and the numnor in which it is hoi- 
died is magicaL'*— iliftsn. 

HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. By the Rer. G. R. GuH«. 

In 2 vols. 18mo. With a Map of Palestine. 

These Toliiines do not, as from their title one might imagine, cod* 
tain merelT an account of the drigtn and contents of the Sacred 
Tolume : tne object of the writer hi^ extended fu beyond this. !!• 
lias produced, perhaps, the most elaborate and able examination 
of the various objections urged sgainst the Scriptures that has ever 
been written ; and, at the same thne, one of the clearest and most 
nitisiactory exnositions of the whole Bible, not only as the founda- 
tion of our faith, but also as a history. In the performance of his 
task, Mr. Gleig has exhibited equal piety and learning, and his work 
is calculated to facilitate to a remarkable degree both the compr»> 
hension and enjoyment of the inspired writings. 

" The style of it is surpasrod by no work with which we Mi 
■cquainted.**->.ii^6any TeUgraj^ and Register. 

POLAR SEAS ANI> REGIONS. By Professors Lksub 
and Jamkson, and Huoh Mubbay, Esq. 18mo. With Maps 
and Engravings. 

The plan of these vrorks would not be complete without a 
requisite degree of attention to the most recent improvements and 
discoveries m every branch of science. In none have greater ad- 
vances been made, m the present century, than in geography and the 
knowledge of the earth wnich we inhabit, and care has accordingly 
be«i taken to include the best of such works as treat of these &- 
coveries. The PoUr Seas and Regions have been most fertile in 
results through the enterprise and perseverance of a Ross, a Franklin- - 
and a Pany, and the work in which their investigations are describea 
IS one of the most interesting and instructive^of the series. 

"The writers are gentlemen of first-rate standing in the scientifie 
Gloria, and the subject is one to which every cuiious mind is attactad 
aY a sort of involuntary impulse."— iVl F. JmmuA •/ C 
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VtJamAWD WORK!. 

UFfi AND TIMES OF GEORGE IV. By the Eet, 
GioKos Grolt. I81X10. With a Portmt. 

The regency and reign of this monarch jccnpied one of the mot 

«Tentful and interesting periods of English history, not only from tim 

magnitude and importance of their political occurrences, but also 

from the vast improvements in science and the arts by which thef 

were distinguished, and the number of eminent individuals who 

flourished at this epoch. The character of George himself wits noC 

the least remarkable among those of the principal personages of the 

kne, and it has been handled by Mr. Croly witn a jusT ana fearless, 

nt not uncharitable spirit His perceptions are close, keen, and ao 

lirate, and his language singularly terse and er<ergetic. His vrotk 

iU be of the highest value to the niture historian, 

" Mr. Croly has acquitted himself very handsomely. His subject 
» one of much interest, and he has treated it with unusual impar- 
tiality. The author's style is chaste, classical, and beautiful, and it 
may be taken as a model of fine writing.'*— Jf«rcantt/e Advertiser. 

DISCOVERY AND ADVENTURE IN AFRICA. By 

Professor Jambson, and Jambs Wilson and Hugh Murbat» 
Esqrs. 18mo. With a Map and Eng^ravinga. 

In this volume is recorded every thing that is known of the interior 
of that dangerous continent which has been for so many ages a term 
me»gmta^ and proved the grave of so many enterprising traveller^ 
except what has been revealed to us by the recent investigatioai 
ei John and Richard Lander, whose adventures form the subject 
of two of the succeeding numbers of the Library. The plan of thtt 
work consists of condensed abstracts of the narratives of all the mod* 
em African travellers, in which every thins important or interestisw 
is preserved, while thJe unessential details have been so abbreviatea 
as to bring the substance of each account within convenient liciiU. 

** This work we believe will be interesting to every class of readei% 
especially to the philanthropist and Christian.'*— iV. F. Evangelitt^ 

LIVES OF EMINENT PAINTERS and SCULPTORS 
By AhLAM Cunningham. In 3 vols. 18mo. With Portrait* 

The author has collected, in these small volumes, a history of ait 
fn England, and the lives, characters, and works of its most eminent 
professors, — the materials of which were previously scattered through 
many volumes, inaccessible and uninviting to the mass of readers. 
The critical observations profusely scattered through these biog- 
raphies will render them useful to the student, while the personal 
anecdotes with which they abound make them equally alluring to 
the ordinary reader. The labours and struggles of ^emus, the sue 
cess of perseverance, and the inutility of talent unaUied to prudence, 
as exemplified in these narratives, afford a useful moral lesson, while 
the incidents which illustrate thorn become the source of pteasoie 



^TbB whole Donathe is livelr and aUming."— iV. F« Jlfaik 
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6 STAHDARD WOKK8. 

mSTORY OF CHIVALRY AND THE CRUSADES. 
By G. P. R. Jambs, Esq. 18mo. With Engravings. 

No modern writer is^ peihaps, so well aualitled to write apon this 
•abject as the aathor of ** Richetieu/* ana of the ** Life ami Times 
of Charlemagne ;" unqaestionably, since the death of Sir Walter 
Scott, the beet iuformea historical antiquary of the age. The present 
work contains, m a small compass, a clear and concise accourrt of 
that celebrated institution which, in procens of ttme, became the 
foundation of the moduli Euro(>ean systems of giivermnent and juris- 
pndence, with a vivid description ol those amazing ebullitions of 
national enthusiasm which poured such immense multitudes of wa» 
like pilgrims upon the plains of Asia, and produced such extraordiF 
nar^ changes in the condition of mankind. The work is emmeDtlf. 
curious, interesting, learned, and pliilosophicaL 

" The author of this work has done the public a service, whick 
we think will he duly appreciated.'*— iV. Y. J>aay Adoertuer, 

LIFE OF MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS. By H. G. Beliu 

In 3 vols. 18mo. With a Portrait. 

It is now generally admitted that great injustice has been done to 
the character of Mary, and that there is good reason to befiere her, 
to say the least, euiltless of the dark offences charged against he^ 
Hr. Bell has unaertaken her vindication, and, having investigated 
the facts with uncommon industry and patience, he luis succeeded 
in establishing a conviction of her entire innocence. The tfym* 
pathy excited by the story of her beauty and her misfortunes is 
DOW beiffhtened by the assurance of her wrongs. Mr. Bell's is con- 
«idere4 the most afiecting, as well as the most impartial life of Mary 
that has been writiten. 

'* The reader will be pleased to learn that the life of Mary has been 
written anew, by one who appears, both in temper and talent, ez- 
tramely well qualified tor the task.**— JV. Y. Atlas. 

ANCIENT AND MODERN EGYPT. By the Rev. M. 
Russell, LL.D. 18mo. With a Map and Engravings. ' 



In this volume is contained a distinct and well arranged i 
fall that is known with certainty respecting the ancient history, at 
well as the present condition, of that extraordinary country wnos9 
antiouity bafnes the research of the most persevering explorers, and 
to wnicn both Borne and Greece were indebted for at least the ru- 
diments of those arts and siuences which were broi>ght in them to 
such perfection. The stupendous remains of Egyptian architecture, 
and the treasures of knowledge that still remain locked up in the far- 
famed hieroglyphics, have long en^ged the attention of the most ac- 
complishcxl scholare, and every thing relating to them and the land 
in wnich they exist is in the highest degree interesting to the in- 
qoiringmind. 

"All that is known of Egypt is condensed into this history; and 
Hie readen of it will find themselyes well repaid for thieir laboiv and 
nuneyi*'— iVeio-iSraven Advertuer. 
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STANDARD WORKS. 7 

HISTORY OF POLAND. By Jameb Flbtohrr, Esq. 
18mo. With a Portrait of KoKiusko. 

The recent unsuccessful effort of the gallant aid anfortimata 
Poles to break their yoke of bondage has fixed the attention and 
awakened the ^npathies of erery lover of freedom and every friend 
to humanity. The wnter of this history iias brought to his under- 
taking much learning, great industry and patience m research, and 
the most unbiased candour. The volume is full of interest an I • 
useful information, drawn from an immense variety of sources, many 
of which are not accessible to the mass of readers, particularly in 
America. 

** Of the writer's fairness and research we have a very good 
opimon ; and his book is just the thing that is wanted at the present 
moment."— iV. Y. American. 

** No work has for a lon|^ period been published here so deserving 
of praise and so replete with interest" — American TravdUr. 

FESTIVALS, GAMES, AND AMUSEMENTS, Ancient 
and Modern. By Horatio SMiril Esq. 18mo. With Addi- 
tions. By Samubl Woodworth, Esq., of New-Yozk. Witk 
Engravings. 

** Laws, institutions, empires pass awajr and are forgotten, but tha 
diversions of a people, bemg commonly interwoven with some im- 
mutable element ot the general feeling, or perpetuated by circum 
stances of climate and locality, will frequently survive when every 
other national peculiarity has worn itself out and fbllen into oblivion.^ 
This extract shows the spirit in which this captivating^ volume was 
designed, and its pretensions to utility. The mformation imbodied 
in its pages is curious and extensive, and not the least attractive poiK 
tion is the account of the amusements, &c. peculiar to different see 
tions of the United States, added by Mr. Woodworth. 

" The book is highly amusing and interesting."— Pmn. Inqmren 

ATE OF SIR ISAAC NEWTON. By David Brewstss 
LL.D. F.R.S. 18mo. With a Portrait and Woodcuta. 

This is the only extended Life of the greatest of English philoso- 
phers ever given to the pubUc. In attempting to supply a vacancy 
ui philosophic and scientific literature. Sir David Brewster, himsen 
<»ie of the most profound and eminent sawtru of the age, has not 
only sought out from resources hitherto unknown and inaccessible 
to previous writers every fresh and novel particular of Newton's life, 
but has given the most lucid explanations of his great discoveries^ 
and the steps by which they were accomplished ; and has been re- 
markably successful in rendering these intelligible to all classaa d 
leaderiL 
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8 WtMMDLKD WORO 

PALESTINE, OR THE HOLY LAND. By the Ber. 
M. RassiLL, LL.D. 18mo. With a Map and EngraTingiu 

The early hirtory of that most interesting Dortion of the globe— 
the theatre of those wonderfol events from which our religion is de- 
ilTed— as well as its present state, is described in this ▼olame with 
the greatest accuracy. The places of many of the incidents recorded 
in the Bible are pointed out, and the changes that have occurred ia 
the lapse oi ages are carefully delineated. The work may be read 
with pleasare and advantage in connexion with the Sacred Histoid 
which it confirms and illustrates. 

•* This work is the most desirable record of Palestine we hax« 
met Been." — Awuriean Traveller. 

** The whole volume will amply repay perusal."— iVL Y. Amtrieam, 

MEMOIRS OF THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE. By 
John S. Mrmes, LL.D. 18mo. With Portraits. 

Amid the turmoils, the vast achievements, the ambitious aspiringf, 
and the complicated intrig^ which mark the era of Napoleon's 



, it ys re&eshinjg to pursue the elegant and ^ntle course of 

Josephine, whose affection for the conqueror and native goodness of 
heart were so often made the instruments of mercy, and whose per 
tuasive voice was ever ready to interpose between his wrath and its 
trembline object. Placid in situations peculiarly tryins^, Josephine 
preserved her character unsullied, and the story of her life abounds 
with occasions for the respect and admiration of the reader. Ths 
author has performed his task with great ability, and the public is 
indebted to him for one of the most delightful biographies. 

^ This is the only complete biography which has ever appeaieA 
of that much admired woman." — N. Y. Constellation. 

** This work will be found to possess a beauty of language, a £m- 
dnation of style, and a depth ot interest which few works of this 
kind can claim." — Boston Traveller. 

COURT AKD CAMP OP BONAPARTE. 18mo. Wit 

a Portrait of Prince Talleyrand. 

This volume has been carefiiUy prepared as a suitable and indls- 
pensile compwoion to the Life <a Pfapoleon. It contains the sab- 
stance of the many hundred volumes oi Memoirs, Lives, Narratives^ 
anecdotes, &c., connected with the career of Napoleon, with which 
the press of France has been so prolific during the last fifteen yeaim 
It presents rapid but vigorously drawn sketches of the emperor^ 
brothers, wives, sisters, ministers, marfihals, and generals; and 
those who wish to gain a competent knowledge of " Napoleon ond him 
Umes" will find no work in any langtiage which conveys so much 
information in so little space or in a more lively ana 



« This work is highly iii(ttestii]it.''—i;: & OsMUfc 
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STANDARD WORKS. 

LIVES AND VOYAGES OF DRAKE, CAVENDISH, 
AND DAMPIER ; including the History of Ihe Bacanien. 
18mo. With Portraits. 

The relation of the voyages, discoyeries, and adyentares of esAf 
Bnd celebrated English navigators is, in so far, a history of the liae 
of her naval power. In this volume are contained the hves of three 
of the most eminent ; and, from the very nature of the subject, it pre- 
sents much curious and valuable infonnation, gleaned tram many 
sources, and in every instance verified by scrupulous examination 
and reference to original documents. Early Spanish Discovery in 
the South Seas, and the first circumnavigation of the globe by Ma. 
eelian, form a subordinate but appropriate branch of the work; and 
the subject is completed by the Histonnr of the Bncaniers, — Umm» 
daring rovers whose wild adventures afiord so much to charm tha 
youthful mind, and form one of the most interesting chapters in th« 
annals of maritime enterprise and adventure. 

DESCRIPTION OF PFTCAIRN'S ISLAND AND ITS 

INHABITANTS ; with an authentic Aoeoant of the Mutiny 
of the Ship Bounty, and of the subseqnent Fortunes of thn 
Mutineers. By Joum Barrovi^ Esq. 18mo. With Engra- 
vings. 

The author of this volume has brought into one connected view 
what had heretofore appeared only in detached fragments, and sorrA 
of these even not generally accessible. The stoi^ is replete with in* 
terest We are taught by the Book of Sacred History that the diso^ 
bedience of our first parents entailed upon our g^lobe a sinfhl and 
suffering race ; in our own time there has sprung up from the most 
abandoned of this depraved family — from pirates, mutineers, and 
murderers — a little society which, under the precepts of that Sacred 
Volume, is characterized by religion, morality, and innocence. The 
discovery of this happy people, as unexpected as it was accidental, 
and every thing relatmg to their condition and history, partake so 
much of the romantic as to render the story not ill-adapted for an 
epic poem. 

SACRED HISTORY OP THE WORLD; as displayed 
in the Creation and subsequent Events to the Deluge. By 
SfiJiKON TuRNSR, F.S.A. 18mo. 

To exhibit the Divine Mind in connexion with the production and 
preservation, and with the laws and agencies of visible nature^ 
and to lead the inquirer to perceive the cle^ur and universal dis- 
tinction which prevails between the material dhd immaterial sub- 
stances in our world, both in their phenomena and their principles, 
is the main object of this admirable volume. In it rehgious and 
scientific instruction are skilfully and strikingly blended, and facts 
and principles are so made to illustrate each ouer that the mind and 
heart are equally improved by its perusal, and the cause of science is, 
as it were, identified with that of relinon. The information con 
tained in it chiefly relates to Natural History, and it is extremely 
copious, accurate, and interesting, whi?B the xeflections tie <«TT»infnt 
tat their depth, wisdom, and piety. 
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10 tTAirPARD WORKS. 

MEMOIRS OF CELEBRATED FEMALE SOVE^ 
REIGNS. By Mrs. Jameson. In 2 vols. 18mo. 

The intention of this work is to illustrate the influence which • 
ftmale goremment has had generally on men and nations, and that 
which the possession of power has had iiKlivi<luaUy on the femalB 
character. The didactic lOTm of history or biography lias not alwayf 
been adhered to; incidents and charactera are treated rather in a 
moral than in a political or historical point of view; and puhjio 
•ffidn and national events are not dwelt upon, except as connected 
with the destiny, or emanating from the passions or preiudices of the 
individual or sovereign. The Lives form an admirable illustratiot 
cf the female character, and the lessons they furnish abound with in 
•traction, while the incidents recorded are interesting, not only in 
themselves, but as authentic details of remarkable persona^ whom 
eiicumstances or personal qualities have invested with clamis to our 
attenti(Mi. 

AN EXPEDITION TO EXPLORE THE COURSE 
AND TKRMINATION OF THE NIGER. By Richaxd 
•nd John Landbk. In 2 vols. 18mo. With Mafw and En- 
gravings. 

With encooragement and assistance of a very limited description 
tlieae adventurous young men embarked in an enterprise which in 
•very previous instance had terminated fatally ; and all who knew 
the nature of the climate, and the grievous hardships they must en- 
counter, predicted that the only intelJigence ever receiv^ of tbem 
would be some obscure rumour of their destruction. The narraUve 
diows how often these predictions were on the point of being verified. 
They were assailed by sickness, imprisoned m filthy huts^ sold aa 
■laves, plundered, abused, and nearly sacrificed to the cupidity and 
revenge of the ferocious savages. In spite of all these obstacles, by 
means of patience, perseverance, enthusiasm, and coura^, tney 
finally triumj>hed OYer every difficulty and completely gamed the 
object of their mission, thus effecting the most important and appar- 
ently the most hopeless geographical discovery of the age. 

LIVES OF CELEBRATED TRAVELLERS. By 
Jambs A. St. John. In 3 vols. 18mo. 

Every man whose mind can sympathize with human nature \inder 
ff]l its various aspects, and can detect passions, weaknesses, and vir- 
tues like his own through the endless disguises effected by stranga 
religions, policies, maimere, or climates, must peruse the rehitions 
of veracious travellere with satisfaction and advantage. The author 
of these volumes has with great industry and judgment compiled a 
aeries of highly interesting narratives, containing the most striking 
incidents in the lives and wanderings of ail the celebrated travellers 
that have flourished within the last eight centuries, taking them up 
in their regular order of succession, presenting only the attractive 
portions, and omitting all useless and unnecessary details. Tfie 
reader will fuid ui these volumes the substance of many ponderous 
tomes, most of which are rare, and only to be found in the extensivo 
Bnropean libraries. 
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STAHDARD WORKS. II 

INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE INTELLECTUAL 
POWERS AND THE INVESTIGATION OF TRUTH. 
By JoMN Abkrckombib, M.D. ISoio* 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE MORAL FEELINGS. 

By the Same. 18ino. 

The study of the phenomena of mind presents a subject of intenfl0 
interest, not only to the moral philosopher, but to eveiV one who has 
in view the cultivation of his own mental powers. In the piirsuit 
of this study one of the ^atest obstacles arises from the difficulty 
of procuring facts, and tlus obstacle it is one of the objects of tlie 
present volumes to assist in removing, fn the performance of hit 
undertaking the accomplished author exhibits the possession of a 
mind thoroughly versed in the details of the science to which hif 
attention is directed, and familiar with abstract inquiry. His des- 
criptions of the mental phenomena are singularly lucid, precise, and 
interesting, and his reasonings sound, original, and perspicuous. Hs 
never seeks to surprise by the ingenuity, or to startle by the novelty 
of his doctrines, but directs all his force acainst the most prominent 
difficulties of his subject, and never quits nis position until they aro 
subdued. Above all, he has exhibited philosophy as the handmaid 
of religion, and made it manifest that all the rays of knowledge 
naturally converge towards that one point in whicn is situated ths 
throne of heavenly and eternal truth. 

The most able and influential reviews, both of England and the 
United States, have given the strongest encomiums to this admirable 
work, and it has been extensively adopted in our colleges and 
higher establishments for education. 

" It will not only feed, but form the public intellect. It cannot be 
disseminated too widely in a nation eager for knowledge, keen m 
inquiry to a proverb, and accustomed to think no matters too high 
tor bcrutiny, no authority too venerable for question." — Churchnutn, 

LIFE OF FREDERICK II., KING OF PRUSSIA. By 

LoBD DovBR. In 2 vols. 18mo. With a Portrait. 

Frederick II. lived in an age amonff the most remarkable in the 
f wnaU of the world. He was one of those men who constitute an 
epoch ; who, by their paramount influence upon the events of a (tar- 
ticular period, impress it, in a degree, with characteristics resulting 
from tlieir own pecuhar sentiments, habits, and proceedings ; who 
may be considered monuments on the road of ages to designate cer- 
tain divisions of time. But, apart from the character of Frederic, 
the great incidents in the midst of which he lived and moved, and in 
which he was a prominent actor, render this period of European his- 
tory one of tlie most interesting and important ; and it has been ably 
delineated by the modem historian of the Prussian monarch. Lord 
Dover has long been fevourably known as the Hon. Mr. Ellis, and 
his Life of Frederick has much enhanced his reputation. It is hon- 
curable to him, considering the irreligious character of Frederick, 
that he has nownere rendered vice attractive, and that his oages aie 
ikudiously guaided irom the slightest contamination of inndelity 
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19 ffrAHAARD WOBXt. 

HKETCHES FROM VENETIAN HISTORY. By Om 
Rer. E. Smsolst. In 2 vols. 18mo. With EngnTings. 

Few hAve the knowledge, the time, or the means to explore for 
themselves the treasures of the Itahan chronicles. The author of 
this work. has laid open their stores for the benefit of those to whom 
the language in which they are written renders them a sealed bodL— • 
g[leaning from them the most characteristic incidents, amusing sto* 
lies, and anecdotes, while, at the same time, he has sustained all 
the di^ty of historical research; passing lightly over events of 
minor miportance, and reserving himself for those momentous and 
interesting transactions which require to be more fully displayedi 
The beauty of the style has been very generally noticed, and has 
gained the applause of the most competent judges. 

INDIAN BIOGRAPHY; OR AN HISTORICAL Aa 
COUNT OF THE NORTH AMERICAN NATIVE 
ORATORS, WARRIORS, STATESMEN, Ac By B. B. 
Thatcbbk, Esq. In 2 vols. 18mo. With Engravings. 

The extensive populanty of these Biographies is one of ihm 
atrongest evidences of their merit : within a very few months after 
the publicati^m a large edition was dimxwed of, and the work was a| 
ance established as a standard. Until its appearance there was no 
authentic or satisfactory account of the Indians : notices of a few d 
the most distinguished among them in earlier times were to be foond 
scattered through the pages of various historical works, but the num- 
ber was very limited, and it might be said that all knowledge of theif 
trae character, and a( the traits for which thev were remarkable, was 
locked up in manuscripts or in obsolete publications. The writer 
of these volumes has, with great industry and perseverance, explored 
&ose almost unknown stores of information, and produced a work 
of the highest character for candour, extent, and accuracy. It has 
be«i truly said, that until Mr. Thatcher took upon himseli the oifica 
of their historian, iiill justice had never been done to the characteia 
and actions of the aborigines. 

HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT OF 
BRITISH INDIA; from the most remote Period to the 
inresent Time. By several eminent Authors. In 3 vols. 
18mo. With a Map and Engravings. 

A history of India in a convenient form, and in an easy and fami- 
liar style, has long been considered a desideratum. This work com- 
mences with the early annals of the Hindoos, traces the progress and 
decline of the Mohammedan power, and brings the history of ths 
British dominion in India down to the time of the permanent estab- 
lishment of the India Company and the foundation of that stupendous 
empire. It is divided into departments comprising the history, litera- 
ture, arts, and manners of the Hindoos, and a description of the 
country, its climate, soil, diseases, productions, and natural features: 
these departments have been committed to distinct writers of end 
nence, and fully qualified to treat of them vnth distinguished ability, 
and the result has been the production of a body of accurate ana 
complete information, such as is not to be found collected in an) 
ottiar woik m the English, or, indeed, in any languaga^ 
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tTAlTDARD WOR1C8. 18 

LETTERS ON NATURAL MAGIC. By Sir David 
BsBwsTBR) LLD., F.R.S. 18mo. With numerous Engra- 
vings. 

The author of this Tulume passes under review the principal phe- 
wxnena of nature, and the leading contrivances of art which bear the 
Impress of a supernatural character, and more especially those sin- 
gular illusions of sense in which the most perfect organs fail to per« 
form their functions, or perform them unfaithfully. These are themes 
fcU of interest, and worthy of the labour bestowed upon them by the 
^philosophic writer. 

The eye and ear are, of course, the chief orjgans of deception, and, 
iccordingly, optical illusions occupy a considerable portion of th^ 
volume. Those depending on the ear succeed, and, alter these hav» 
been described and explained, we are entertained with amusii^ 
accounts of feats of strength, of mechanical automata, and of some 
of the more popular wonders of chymistry. Under each of these di- 
visioiis anecdotes of the most interesting kind illustrate the author'b 
CKplanations, and no subject in itself grave and important was ever 
treated in a more captivating manner. 

HISTORY OP IRELAND. By W. C. Tavi^e, Esq. 

With Additions. By William Sampson, Esq. In 3 vols. 

18mo. WUh Plates. 

Before its repnbUcation, this work was submitted for examination 
to several gentlemen resident in New-York, natives, or the descend* 
ants of natives, of the country whose history it contains, and distin* 
guished for their attachment to the unhappy land to which the^ 
&ace their origin, and for their talents ana acquirements. Thepr 
opinion was unanimous, and highly favourable, and each of them ex- 
pressed in strong terms the pleasure it would afTord him to see 
republished in the United States a work so fair, so copious, 
and so accurate. The public at large has confirmed their sentence, 
and stamped this history with the seal of approbation. The value 
of the history as originally published has been greatly enhanced bv 
the additions of William Sampson, Esq., whose reputation is too weu 
known in the country of his adoption to require eulogy. 

HISTORICAL VIEW OF THE PROGRESS OF DIS- 
COVERY ON THE MORE NORTHERN COASTS OP 
NORTH AMERICA. By P. F. Tytlbr, Esq., and Prof! 
Wilson. 18mo. With a Map and Engravings. 
Among the most remarkable occurrences of the nineteenth century 
an the various expeditions of discovery to the northern coasts of the 
western continent, so important, although not perfectly satisfactory 
in their results. In no other portion of the earth's surface has the 
navigHtor to contend with such formidable difficulties, and in none 
does hr. behold so peculiar an aspect of nature : it follows, therefore, 
of coarse, that expeditions to no other part of the world furnish to 
the historian such ample and interesting materials. The present 
volume exhibits a full and accurate view of all that is important in 
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14 tTAHDAIlD WO&Kfl. 

TRAVELS AND RESEARCHES OF BARON HUM 
BOLDT. By W. Macoillivrat. 18mo. Engraving 

The celebrity enjoyed by Baron Humboldt, earned by a life 6l 
laborious investi^tion and perilous enteri)rise, and by the most «z 
tensive contributions to science, renders tus name famibar to every 
person whose attention has been drawn to statistics or natural philo 
aophy ; and his works are ranked among the very first for the splen^ 
dia pictures of scenery which they contain, the diversified informa- 
tion which they afford respecting obiects of universal interest, and 
the gracehil attractions with which he has invested the majesty of 
science. The present volume contains an abridged account of all 
Che travels and researches of this eminent observer of nature, in 
which nothing is omitted that can be either interesting or useful to 
the general reader, while the several narratives are sufficiently con* 
dMised to bring them within the compass of a convenient volume. 

LETTERS or EULER oh NATURAL PHILOSOPHY; 
WITH NOTES AND A LIFE OF EULER. By gir 
David Brrwster, LL.D., F.R.S. With additional Notes. 
By J. Griscom, LL.D, In 2 vols. Idmo. With Engravings. 

Of all the treatises on Natural Philosophy that have been pub- 
lished in the various languages of Europe tnere is none that has en- 
joyed a more extensive and permanent celebrity than that of the 
famous mathematician and philosopher Leonard Euler, contained in 
fus letters to the Princess of Anlialt. They have been translated 
mto several tongues, and edition after edition has been published in 
Europe with stili increasing reputation. The most eminent $»Hma 
of England and France have repeatedly borne testimony to their ex- 
cellence, not only by the strongest expressions of approbation, but by 
assuming the task of editing the work : the latest who has bestowed 
this mark of commendation was Sir David Brewster, from whose 
ecUtion this now published was printed. The notes added by him 
sre copious and valuable; and the publishers of the American 
edition, still more to enhance * he merit of the work, have secured 
the assistance of Professor Griscom, whose notes will be found 
numerous and of great utihty. 

A POPULAR GUIDE TO THE OBSERVATION OP 

NATURE. By Robert Mooib. With Engravings. 18mow 

The author is an ardent lover of nature, and a close observer of iHbif 
works of the Creator, and his aim has been to awaken in his readers s 
wgmi ki:idred to his own, and to point out to the student (he trm 
mcuh of inquiry ; that wliich alone can lead to the just perception and 
lull enjoyment of the innumerable charms that lie scattered sf» 
lavishly around us in every form of animate and inanimate existence 
In the accomplishment of his undertaking he has pniduced a work 
not more remarkable for itt originality and for thn extent and accu- 
racy of the inibrmation it conveys, than for the novelty of its views, 
the infinite variety and wisdom of its reflections, and the smgulai 
interest with which it fills the mind of the delighted reader. To 
the tyro this guide is of incalculable value, and even to the accom- 
plished scholar, it recommends itself by the new and stnking features 
With which it mvests the exhaustleas suhiert of which it treats. 
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VALUABLE WORKS 

Published bt J. A J. HARPER, 83 CLiFr-8TRKBT» 
New-York. 



THE HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE, from the 

Btae of the Modern Kingdoms to the present Period. By Willum Russklij, 
U<.D., and Wiluam Jumjc», Esq. Witb Annotations, by an American. Id 
S vols. 8vo. 

THE HISTORICAL WORKS OF THE REV. WIL- 

UAM aOBERTSON, U.U.: comurieinc his HISTORY OF AMERICA; 
CHARLES V ; SCOTLAND, and INDIA. In 3 toU. 8?o. With Plates. 

GIBBON'S HISTORY OF THE DECLINE AND 

TALL OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. In4Tola.8TO. With Maps and Plates. 

ENGLISH SYNONYMES, with copious lUustrations 

and Explanations, drawn from th« best Writars. By Okoesk Ckabbb, M. A. 
8to. 

LIFE OF LORD BYRON. By Thomas Moore, Esq. 
In S vols. B*u. With a Portrait. 

THE BOOK OF NATURE; beiiuf a popular lUus- 

tratioD of the aeneral Laws and Phenomena of CreaUMi, fcs By Jobs 
Ma0on Good, M.D. and F.R 8. 8vo. With bis Luv. 

HOOPER'S MEDICAL DICTIONARY. From tne 

last London Edition. With Additions, by Sampbl Akkrlt, M. > -. 

COOPER'S SURGICAL DICTIONARY. In 2 vols. 
New and improTsd Edition. Svo. 

GOOD'S (Dr. John Mason) STUDY OF MEDICINE. 

In ^ ui». e»o. A new Edition. With Additions, bv Samdkl Co»pkr. 

DOMESTIC DUTIES; or Instructions to Married 
Ladies. By Mrs. Parkks. ISmo. 

WORKS OF THE REV. ROBERT HALL, with 
Memoin of his Life, by OKKaoar and Fostkk. Complete edition. In S 
▼oto. &ro. Portrait. 

A MEMOIR OF THE LIFE OF WILLIAM LIV- 

INGSTON, LL.D. Member of Congress in 1774, 1775, and 1776 ; Delegate to 
the Federal ConventiiMi in 1787; and Governor of the State of New- Jersey 
fkom 1776 to 1799. By Thkhourk Skimiwick, Jr. 8to. Portrait. 

THE LIFE OF JOHN JAY, with Selections from his 
Gomspondence and Bfisoeilaneous Papers. By his son Wm. Jat. In 8 vnim 
8to. Portrait. 

THE PERCY ANECDOTES. Revised edition. To 

which IS added, a Valuable Collection of American Aneedoies, ohginal and 
•elected. Poi traits. 8to. 

POLYNESIAN RESEARCHES, during a Residence 

of Eight Years in the Society and Sandwich Islands. By William Ellis 
In 4 vols. l9mo. Plates. 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF MARIA EDGE- 

WORTH. In tf vols. ISnio. With EiigrsTings. 

KEITH ON THE EVIDENCE OF PROPHECY 
nam the l«rt Loudon Edition Mma 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WOKKS POBUSHSP BT J. A J. BARfKR. 
THE INVALID'S ORACLE ; OR, ART OF INVIGO 

SATING ANU PSOU>NGING LIFE. By Wuxiam KrrcuiNitB, ILO 
WitliNoCMbyaPbyflMHUiorNeif-York. Ibmo. 

THE COOK'S ORACLE, AND HOUSEKEEPER'S 

MANKAL. By William KiTraiNKR, M.D. AdapUsd U» Uw Americwi 
Pablie by a Mcdieal Gentlemui of New-York. ISmo. 

AN ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON MECHAN- 

IC8. Translated frotn tbe French of M. Boucharlat. Wiih Addiikma and 
Bmeiidaiions by Edwakd H. Cuuktkmat. 8vo. Numerous Flaiea. 

LIFE OF WICLIF. By C. W. Lk Bas, A.M. 18mo. 
THE CONSISTENCY OF REVELATION with 

ilMlf and with Hainan Reaaoo. By P. N. 8Hvrri.KWuarH. ISoio. 

LUTHER AND THE LUTHERAN REFORMA- 
TION. By Ber. J. 8c o it. In S voia. Portraiia. 

HISTORY OF THE REFORMED RELIGION IN 

FRANCB. By Rev. Edward Smkdlkv. In 2 vola. 18mo. Ponraita. 

THE COMFORTER ; or, Consolation for the Afflicted. 

By a Village Ptttor. 1 2mo. 

LETFERS TO THE YOUNG. By Maria Jahb 

XawaauaY. Prom the third Editioa revised and enlarged. 18nso. 

BROWN'S DICTIONARY OF THE HOLY BIBLE. 

tfo. [Only complete Ediium published in this country.] 

BROWN'S (J.) BIBLE CONCORDANCE. 32ino. 
GIBSON'S SURVEYING. Improved and enlarged 

By Jambs Rtah. 99o. 

ELEMENTS OF SURVEYING. With the necessai^ 

Tiblea and Platea. By Chaklks D^viicy, Professor of Mathematiea at tbk 
Military Academy at West Point. 8vo. 

DESCRIPTIVE GEOMETRY AND SPHERICAL 

PROJECTIONS. By Cuarlk« Daviks. 8to. 

TREATISE ON SHADOWS AND PERSPECTIVE. 

By CaAaLKs Datiks. 8to. 

FOUR VOYAGES IN THE CHINESE SEA, AT- 

LANTIC, PACIFIC, INDIAN, AND ANTARCTIC OCEANS. Tbgetber 
with a Biographical Sketch of the Author. By Capt. Bknjamin Hurkkll, Jr 
Bto. With Portraiu 

NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE TO THE ETHIOPIC 

AND SOUTH ATLANllC OCEAN. INDIAN OCEAN, CHINESE SEA« 
AND NORTH AND SOUTH PACIFIC OCEAN. By Abbv Jamk Mu&rklu 
With a Portrait. 12ma 

WESLEY'S SERMONS and MISCELLANEOUS 

WORKS. 6 Tola. 8to. 

MASSINGER'S PLAYS. In 3 vols. 18mo. With a 

Portrait. 

THE PLAYS OF JOHN FORD. 3 vols. 18mo. 
MODERN AMERICAN COOKERY. 16mo. 
SURVEYORS' TABLES. [Carefully prepared 
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WORKS PVBUSBCD BT J* * J. HAKPXR. 

VERPLANCK'S HISTORICAL AND LITERARY 

DIBCX>URSE8. 13ma 

A TREATISE ON THE MILLENNIUM By Rev. 

Gkobok BOSH. 12II10. 

THREE YEARS IN NORTH AMERICA. By James 

BruAitT, Eaq. In 2 rolm. 18mo. 

SKETCHES OF TURKEY IN 1831 and 1832. By 
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IEL clarse. BylheRer. W. Ottick,A.M., F.L.S. 8to. 
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XENOPHON. With a Portrait. In 2 vols. 18mo. 
DEMOSTHENES. With a Portrait. In2 vols-lSmo. 
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THE YOUNG DUKE. By the Author of "Vivian 
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DE VERE. By the Author of " Tremaine." In 9 
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HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. By the Rev. Gboror 
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AFFECTING SCENES; being Passages from the Diary of 
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fiy Rev. John Scott, M.A. In 2 vols. 18mo. Portraits. 
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J. & J. HARPER, NEW-YORK, 
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THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY. 
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THE LIFE OF CRANMER. 

BY CHARLES W. LB BAS, M.A., 

FtoftMor in the East India College, Herts ; and late Fellow of Trinity 
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HISTORY OP THE REFORMED RELIGION IN FRANCZ. 

Bt Edward Smkdlby, M.A. 

Late Fdlow of Sidney Snaeex College, CambildgB. 
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